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that their children should receive religious in-

strugtion at the hands of porsons in whom they.

had confidence.

DISTINCTIVE  CHURCH OF ENGLAND
TEACHING.

By the Rev. T. E. Cunsmvonay, M.A,
Rector of St. Luke's, Montreal.

[A paper read at the lagt annual conference
of the Montreal Diocesan Theologicul College
Alumni Association.]

Digtinetive teaching is of courae neceséary i
we wish to hand down to future generations the
faith so doar to our own hearts.

In this age of inquiry and progress, Church-
men must have an intelligent conception of the
fundamontal principles of their religion; other-
wiso they cannot keep abreast with the timos,
or hope to secure tho gdhesion of the masses.
I can quito understand that while all of ws agree
ahout the necessity of distinctive teaching, yet
wo are often perplexcd ns to the method we
should pursue in order to glenn from our work

practical and desirable results.  Any one at all
ac«’iuuintcd with the presoent state of the Church
of

" Bnglund in Canadu must, [ think, admit that

it occupies, in some respects at least, a rather
unfuvorable position,  So  little  distinetive
Church teaching has been given in the past that
many of the present generation, more especially
in the country districts, huve no real knowledge
of or love for the Anglicun Church. 1t is no
ensy matter 1o remedy this deploruble state of
affairs,

1t is all very well to say, we can educate the
present genorition through our Snn(.lny-S_'chool.
agoneios, and through the inst}'nmcntul:ty of
preaching, and thereby soon bring to an cud
this sad state of indifference and negleet. We
might do 8o if we had only indifference and ig-
norance to contend with; but the question he-
comes very complicated when we reckon up tho
open opposition many mombers of our own

wreh manifest towards clearly defined Church
touching. One greut difficulty that presents it-
solf is the radienl differences of opinion that ex-
ist among clorgymen as Lo what is important
and distinctive, What oue clergyman ompha-
sizos perhaps his successor may not even regard
with toleration, I think the ordinary Chureh
of England layman is often distracted by the
contradictory toaching of different clergymen,
and consequently loses confidonce in his spiri-
tual tenchers, Beforo our tenching ean bo giv-
on with tho sumo effectivenoss as tn the Baptist
or Mothodist body, wo wmwust, like them, agree to
work upon some gonorully nceepted plan.

Tho suspicions of our peoplo make it a difil-
cult matter to set forth the just claims of our
Church without oxciting oppesition and being
necused of Romanizing tendeneios.  Therois no
question that in muny cases distinetive Church
of England tenching has groatly thinned the
ranlks of our Churcl, Somosay those moembers
who leave the Church are not worth huving,
What sweet consolution such people must derive
from o study of the consus yeturns of this Dom-
injon! I do not seo how we can educate the
massos and secure their mdherence to Church of
of England principles unless there is more uni-
formily in the teaching of different schools of
thought on the fundamental pointa of doctrine
and tho teachings of Church history than is
charncteristic of us ut prosent, Perhups these
difforencos are o sign of health. Bo that as it
may, thoy cortainly do not produce a henlthy
improssion on tho popular mind,

ishop Mellvaino says he is a poor husband-
man who spends so mueh timo upon tilling the
ground that his enclosures are forgotten, or who
thinks because the fence is not the grain it may

take: care: of itself. In teaching, however, it
would be well to bear in mind what Hooker
says: “There will come a time when three
words, uttered in charily and meekness, shall
receive & far more blessed reward than three
thousand words spoken with disdainful sharp-
ness of wit,” Our people, young and old, should
be able to give a reason for the hope that is in
them, In this ago of many organizations, it is
of vast importince and comfort to be able to
feel that wo bhave something solid and substan-
tinl to fall back upon. As far as my experi-
ence goes, Church of England membersare often
in 8 state of gross ignorance concerning the past
history of our Church. I have no doubt many
are content to believe that it is a creation of
Ienry VIIL's. I am convineed that a fuithful
presentation of the Church’s history would
guicken the pulse of many an indifferent Church-
man, and make him realize the preciousness of
his birthright in belonging to the grand old his-
toric Church whose origin dates back to the
Apostoile times, und whose record shows that in
many a dark day she was the herald of the
coming light, and the champion of the weak
against the oppression of the mighty. I be-
lieve it is something to be justly proud of, and
for which we shoull. be profoundly thankful,
that we are able to trace our Chureh's life in
the best records of our national history, and in
the well-being of our natjonal Iife, That some-
times she was influenced wrongly by the Church
of Rome did not destroy her individual exist-
enne any more than pagan influences destroyed
the individuality of the nncient Jewish faith,

Pearson says: ** Whatever Church pretend-
eth 1o a new beginning, pretendeth at the same
time to n new churchdom, and whatsoever is
new is none.”  We want to tell our people that
our Church is not only ancient, but that it is
the most seriptural in Christendom. By the
Sixth Article, Seripture i~ set forth as the su-
preme slundard of doctrine, In our Church
service, very clewrly, indeed, the leading doc-
trines of the Gospel are hrought before us; The
full ; redemption through Christ; the sacritice
of the Son of God; the Dlessed Trinity and the
trodhead of Christ ; the need of holy living ; and
the certninty of a judgment o come, Look
also at the immense mass of Scripture inter-
woven with our service. . Of her we can truly
sny, she is built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief corner-stone.”  Both in Church
and in Sunday-School we should endeavor to give
our people, old and young, very explivit teach-
ing about the foundation puints of the Church’s
doctrino, By inducing our people to study
carefully the Prayer éfiook, 1 belicve most of
them would become familine with the great
foundation points of our faith, In the Creeds,
the Liturgy, and the Thirty-nine Articles, we
have the great storchouse from which to draw
our distinetive teaching, Our teaching ean be
comprehonsive and distinetive if we carefully
bring out the lossons which the Church seasens
invite us to consider. Thus, from Advent to
Trinity, we shall have an oppordunity of dis-
cussing with our congregations the fundamon-
tal doctrines on which our religion rests, In
addition to this, I think we should frequently
diseuss certain prominent features of our fuith,
to educate the people to a clearer understand-
ing of’ tho position taken by our Chureh, and to
incite a botter appreciation of her character and
aims,

Our peoplo should have definite views about
Baptism and the responsibility it entails. [
adiire the provision made in our Church for
the education of the young. The child, by na-
turo belonging to the kingdom of wrath, is in
the act of Baptism brought into n new cove-
nant, and sponsors promise, on behulf of the
child, that his behaviour shall be in keeping
with his new family conucections. Further-
more, thoy answer for his religious education,
agreeing to take cave that the child be brought

‘up to lead a godly and a Christian life, " Weare

only acting justly by our Church when, in sea-
son and out of season, we impress upon our
people that every baptized ‘child should be
taught to Jook up to God as his father, and to
obey the laws of hils heavenly citizenship.

The Chureh should insist upon sponsors real-
izing their responsibility, and faithfully dis-
charging it. It is necessary to direet special
attention to the Church’s teaching about hu-
man depravity—ail men are conceived and born
in gin; and coupled with this the necessity of 2
new heart, as is explained in the Tenth Article
of Religion, and as 1s frequently brought to our
notice in the Liturgy: ‘* O God, make clean
our hearts within us,” ¢ Create and make in
us new and contrite hearts,”” Then ljustiﬁcu-
tion by fuith is a feature of Church belief that
we should, in common justice, bring more fre.
quently to the notice of our people than_is gen-
erully done.  “We are accounted righteous be-
fore God, only for the merit of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our
own works or deservings,” ¢ Itisthe judicial
declaration of the innocence of the person justi-
fied.” By fuith in Christ and through connec-
tion with Him, the sinner is declared-innocent
from the guilt of sin, though not actually inno-
cent in himself, By God’s free grace we are
pardoned, aceepted, and taken into His favor,
all sinful and unworthy as we are. Our con-
gregations  should Dbe  thoroughly fumiliar
with this all-important doetrine, Our good
people, even, are often in astate of religious ig-
norance, They are uncertain about having ob-
tained pardon or being accepted through Christ,
Confessing Christ—some of our separated bre-
thien imagine that Church of England mem-
bers malce no profession whatever. 1 think they
often make far more than their religious char-
acter justifies.  Our young people make o pro-
fession of religion at the time of confirmation,
Confirmation is a distinctive feature of our
Church. We should sim ot making it a truer
test of religious life than itis. The thought-
less manner in which many young persons un-
dertuke this solemn obligation is simply shock-
ing. We should live up to our principles, and
muko our congregations understand that Confir-
mation is only for those that are regenerate and
forgiven all cheir sina,

oliness of living is another prominent Pray-
cr Book doetrine, Our services deal with vari-
ous ages, from childhood upwards as a sort of
progressive sories,

The confirmed porson, no doubt, is & child of
God, with n religious experience, ready to be
strengthened and 1'ef1'eshe£l by the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper, and daily inereasing in tho
Holy Spirit more and more till he come unto the
everlasting kingdom. Our Chuarch does not be-
lieve in sudden and remarkable experiences, but
in steady growth in grace, in deep, heurtfelt
piety which is able~to suy, “ Here we offer and
present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls
and bodies, to be a reasonnble, holy, and lively
sacrifice unto Thee,”

The three ancient landmarks, the Creeds,
will aid us greatly in making known the mys-
teries of God. Amidst all the destructive eriti-
cism of scientitic men, the sneers of scoffers, and
the indifference of the wordly, the Creads stand
forth bearing their unchanging testimony con-
cerning the Fatherhood of God; the Incarna-
tion, Atonement, and Resurrection of Christ;
the blessed Trinity ; the Divinity of Christ ; the
office and work of the Holy Spirit ; and the cer-
tainty of 2 Judgment to come.

We are also called upon to defend our posi-
tion and instruct our people in reference to the
use and advantages of a litmgy, I have many
times heard Church members express their ap-
preciation of extemporaneous prayers, and
spenk disparagingly of our own. No doubt,
their judgment was sadly at fanlt, We know
that forms of prayer are not only of ancient ori-
gin, but have geen gonerally accepted and used



