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This undoubted fact- is- edsily accounted for.
The Aets of the :Apostles is for the most paria
- record of a series of missionary effort ; it is not
the rocord of a settled Church; and, while a
missjon to the Jews or to the heathen iz going
forward, preaching, from the necessity of the
cage, must occupy a much more prominent
place than other Christian ordinances. Preach-
ing i8 the tool in the hand of the Christian mis-
sionary by which he forces his way into the
dense opposing mass of heathen thought and
heathen feeling. Bat when, by God's assist-
ance, he has triumphed and a population or a
neighbourhood has accepted Christianity,

preaching becomes, I do not say unimportant,

—God forbid |—but of less importance relative--
ly to other ordinances than was the casegluring
the purely missionary stage of Church life.

Until preaching has brought asoul to pray,and

to desire and to use the means of grace, it is

nmore important to that soul thunanything else.

But, when this great work is done, prayer and

sacraments become, spiritually speaking, of
much greater importance than preaching. It
surely cannot be otherwise. If we know by

experience what it is to hold communion,

whether in prayer or sscraments, with the
Infinite and Eternal Being, we cannot doubt
that in doing this we are engaged in a much

loflier, and more momentous duty than when

we are only listening to a fellow-creature, a

fellow-shner, telling us what he knows about

God, with whatever skill or with whatever
faithfulness. Not that preaching is or ever will

be without great value for the servents of
Christ, - It recalls to memory forgotten truths,

it places before the soul new aspects of truth
already recognized, it presents old truths in
new aspects, it shows how the faith which does
not change has the same power of helping from
age to age an ever-changing world, 1t kindles
affection, it fertilizes thought, it quickens the
conscience, it rebukes . presumption, it invigor-
ates weakn. 88, it consoles.sorrow, it.deepens
the sense of man’s helplessness and of God’s
omnipotence,—tho two most fundamental con-
vietions in'a true religious life,—it keeps that
world which wo do notsee, but which is so close
tous and towards which we are-hastening for-
ward moment by moment, before the soul’s eye,

it is a rerainder of eternity constantly uttered
amidst the clamorous importunities, amidst the
egrossing interests and concerns of time.

Do I say that it s all this, orthat it ought to
be 2—for ihe question is often asked why preach-
is in so many-cuses apparently powerless for
real good, especially in quarters and in classes
which are supposd fo be more open than others
to the influences of religion. We cannot chal-
lenge the substantial truth implied in the ques-
tion. The evidence, alas | is before our eyes,
indisputable, -overwhelming, Well, brethren;
one answer to that question is undoubtedly - to
be found in the weakness, the inconsistencies,
the fanlts of character, the want of true spirit-
nal insight, and of lofty and disinterested aims
in us who are ontrusted with this high and aw-
ful ministry. Beyond doubt we bear-our treas-
ure in earthen vessels, and it may well be that,
erd it renches those to whom we bear it itis dis-
coloured or distorted or mutilated, or, at least,
robbed of its lustre snd its power by the hands
that should guard it. It is not in forgetfulness
of the responsibility for any such failare that
may well in the eyes of the Eternal Justice bo
reckoned to us, the clergy, that I ask you to
consider whethor you, too, may not be, at least
in part, responsible. May it.not be now, as of
old, that the ward preached does not protit, not
being mixed with faith in them that bear it ?
When the pulpit is looked to only, or chiefly,
as furnishing nterest or amusement not to, be
distinguished from tbat which is furnished by
& magazing pr a newspaper ; when, as the hedyer
leaves the chyreh, instead of asking himself the
question, ** What did that sermon; say.tome?’
be oply.aske- Tigighbour the guestion, “ Well
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what do you'think. of Mr.’ So-and-So's. perform--
ance ?" preaching is not’likely to do much real
good. Now, as in Ezekiel's days,. a. sermon is
too often regarded ‘as “‘a’ very lovely. song ' of
one that liath a pleasant voice, and can play
woll on an insirnment;” now, as in Bzekialz
days. it is whispered from above: :* They hear
thy words, but they do them not.” The mod-
ern Athenians who spend their time in nothing
else but either to think or to. hear some new
thing, and are more than tolerant of irrever-
ence or of heresy if they only can be gratified
with novelty, would certainly, like their pre-
decessorg, have thought cheaply, very cheaply,
of St. Paul, Every sermon, let us be surs,
whatever its faults, containg some truths that
it is well to be reminded of, and rebukes some
sins which it is not prudent to forget, Now, a3
of old, it pleases God by the foolishness of
preachiog to save them that believe. The best
sermons, as we may deom them, ave useless un-
less God the Holy Ghost condescends to make
use of them; and the worst and the poorest
may be ennobled when He impresses any phrase
of them on a human soul.

May He lead you, my brethren, to-male the
most of anything which, amid whatever there
be of weakness or error, can enlighten your
understandings, or quicken your consciences, or
warn yonr hearts; and may we all, preachers
and hesrers, think constanf"[y and seriously of
that Great Day when account must be taken of
all that has been said, and of all that migt have
been said but has been left unsaid, of all that
has been heard and acted on, and of all that
has been heard and neglected or disobeyed.
Time is short, eternity is long,

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTES.

Drirring 1NTo THE CEOROH.—A. correspond-
ent of the Church Record says :—On an average
for several yesars, once each fortnight a minis-
ter of some one of the sects has come into the
Church. . Of these in the last two years, sixteen
were Methodists, (represenfing five or six dif-
ferent kinds); three wore Baptist (two kinds);
six Congregationalists; five Presbyterians (3
kinds); five Reformed Episcopal (of whom at
lenst three had proviously been Church clergy-
men) ; Romanist, six ; Dutch Reformed, two;
Adventisis, thvee; German Reformed, Unita-
rian, Universalist, Campbellite, Jew, Secular-
ist (lecturer), one each. Of these twenty-eight
were received in 1883-4, and twenty-four in
1884-5. Itis probable that there were other
instances which did not come to my notice. It
mny pot be generally known that the late
Bishop of Florida was once a Methodist theo-
logical student. He made the change while
yet a student. A Bishop told me he was sure
not. over half the clergy wore born in the
Church. In view of this fact is it not a silly
fear that the Church will be perverted by re-
ceiving 8o many convorts from the sects ? Con-
verts they are in almost every case, and -often
better informed and more thoroughly imbued with
' the Church idea” than some of those native
“ and to the manor born.”

Tax Bisgops AT THE MansioN HousE.—At
the annual banquet which it is now customary
for the Lord Mayor of London to give to the
members of the English Episcope, the Arch-
bishop of Cante:buty. returned thanks to the
“Health of the Bishops.” Reforring to the visit
of the representatives of Indis and the Colonies
to Toudon, his Grace said he wounld not ecall
them our colonial visitors, but lnoked upon them
as ENGLIsEMEN cOMING HOME FoR A HOLIDAY,
for it. was as HoMe thdt they regarded England.
They had come here with a great many new
idens, and he thought he should be wanting in
his duty if he did not call attention io the
Charch federation which was begun so long ago,
and bad united the colonies with,the mother.
country with sach close and strong ties. Foity
years 8go. theg ‘Were seven, While at the pres-

‘ent moment thére were SEVENTY¥IVE- colofial
dinceses, ‘every one of which lovked to England for

come, by founding those ties of religious feder-
ation Tipon which alone a real federation coulth
be built. Adverting to the subject of Churel
endowments, the Archbishop said he knew. 'of
an instance in one county where in 620 parishes
there were 195 which had no form of religious
worship or instruction except that which was
given by the old endowmenta of the Churgh of
England, and in the same county there were

no resident ministers, except ministers of the
Charch of England. That {}lustrates the work:
done by the Church endowments. They had
just completed an inquiry into the work done
by the voluntary system of 1885, and they had.
found that for charitable purposes, clubs, sick-
clubs, and hospitals of every kind, and for the
preservat on and rostoration of these ancient
fabries, which were our pride, there had been
raised in the county of Kent alone 'the large
sum of £208,000, and that without effort what-
over. : : -
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NEWS FROM THE HOME FIELD.

Gothered specially for this Paper by Our Own
Correspondents. '

DIOCESE OF NOVA SCOTIA,

Magone BaY.—A memorably plousant affair
took place in this parish, Thursday, Aug. 19th,
at Martin’s River, on the Post road, four miles
vast of above town. The corner-stone was Inid

of a new church to bo named at consecration
St. Martin's, after the celebrated Bishop of
Tours, who divided his military cloak with the
beggar, whose day, Martinmas, is Nov, 12th,
Part of the sh 1l of the building is slready up, -
a fair idea can be formed of what promisesto
be a neat attraclive structure on one of the
most commanding sites on the whole road be-
tween Halifax and Liverpool, It certainly re-
flects great credit on the taste and skill of the
master-builder, Mr. Davig Zine, living near by.
It already shows what unity and weﬁ,’ directed
efforts can accomplish, whero the heart is sound
und the purse disposed to smile. By 2.46 p.m.

ther (the absence of the rest, unavoidably de-
tained at home, being regretted) :—Rev. Messrs.

Curate, H. Stamer, R. C. Caswall, W. H, Gro-
ser, &. H. Batler, G. D. Harris, J. Sponcer and
C. E. T. BEaston (which last wo are giad to wel-
come amongst us in this Deanecry). At '3
o’clock Evensong having been read by Messis.
Spencer and Easton, tfe Lessons by Messrs.
Butler and E. A. Harris, the large congrega-

tion of fully 400 paid close and careful attention

to a very interesting, instructive and edifying
sermon on Zech. IV, 7, by Mr. Caswall, of

nd hymns was very stirring
and hearty, even in the absence of any instru-
mental accompuniment. There was taken up
in connection with the service the -nest sum of
$100.51, $60 of which came, we believe, from
one zealous parishioner alone | e

After the Offertory all reassembled out-doors
and witnessed tho placing of the cornerstone
by Jas, Langille, Esq. After *“ The Church's
One Foundation, &c.,” was sung Messrs, Spen-
cer, Groser and G. D. Harris madé brief ad-
dresses, and -the ceremony concluded with

Placed and sealed as usual atin box, to' which
were consigned the following contents::i—
S Lunenburg Co. Times, Aug. 18th, 1886;”
¢ Lunenburg "Co,  Progress, Aug. 18th; 1886 ;"
“ Our Missionary News, 1st No. July, 1886 ;"
' Cangdian’ Missionary, Vol. 6, No. 1;"
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help and encouragement. The Church, therefore,
bad: prepared the way, if .foderation was to

450 parishes out of the 520 in which there were

Book -

the following clergy of the Deanery were toge- -

W. H. Snyder, R. D. Rector, E. A, Harris .

Lunenburg. The sin%ing by a largo double
.J choir of eanticles and

o

Doxology and Benedication. In the stone was
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