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has in many cases been the cause of more
loss among stock than would have sufficed
to drain the land ten times over. Nor is
pulmonary disease the only result of un-
necessary exposure and semi-starvation. It
is but one of many forms of disease which
owe their origin to the same causes, and
which are only to be extirpated by a re-
moval of the cause. Without, however,
going into detail, we have said sufficient,
we think, to induce people to give greater
oonsideration to such matters; and, assur-
edly if they do so they will not unfre-
quently find that the prevention of disease
and consequent loss is quite within their
own power. — The Irish Farmers’ Gazette.

—

Agriculture a study for our
common schools.

That a knowledge of Agricultural Chem-
istry is important to the tiller of the soil,
that he may prosecute his calling under-
standingly and with the highlest sucoess, is
too plain to admit of argument, but whe-
ther it may be profitably and suocessfully
taught in our comeon schools, and whether
it should be a branch of study in them,is an
jnquiry that may startle some of the
friends of these good old institutions

~ who would look upon such a proposzal as
an innovation upon those {ime-honored stu-
dies of Reading, Spelling, Writing, Arith-
metic, Grammar and Geography. As a
general rule, we do not approve of the in-
troduction of the higher branches into our
district schools,beleiving'that it would have
a tendency to divert attention from those
primary stadies which appropriately belong
to them. But when we oconsider that so
]uge a populaﬁon gain all their education
iu these schools, and that so many of the
pupils become tillers of the soil, shall not

» brief space be allotted for their instruction
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in the principles of their future calling ?

The disinclination which is felt among tae

tarmers to reading articles in our journals
which relate to agricultaral chemistry ari-
ses from their ignorance of its first prinai-
ples. If they do not understand the terms
and laws of the seience, reasonning found:d
upon them will always appear loose and
confused, and it is only by implanting them
early in the mind with the other rudiments
of knowledge, that they may become fami-
liar as the alphabet, and may, be ready for
use when needed.

It is true that our teachers us a class ags
now preparing to instruet in this depazt-
ment, and unacquainted as they are with it
they cannot bring forward those ready
and common illustrations which not only
assist the pupil, but seoure his atter-
tion, and interest him in the study.
Though teachers may not be required to
pass an examination in this branch, yet let
it be known that in winter schools, in our
rural districts at least, it may be desired
a8 a branch of study, and the supply will
answer to the demand ; teachers well qua-
lified in other respects, will not hesitate to
devote sufficient time to acquire a knowl-
edge of this duty. The greater ocare of
managing a school kept busy by some iz-
teresting study will fully compensate for
all the extra trouble.

Happily we have not to wait for tie
preparation of a book adapted to the capa-
city of this ciass of scholars, and at tie
same time strictly correct and complete in
its soientific detail. The « Cathechism of
Agricultural Chemistry and Geology,” by
the late Prof. Johnston, of Edinburgh, wea
dedicated to ¢ the school-masters and teé:.-
chers of Great Britain and Ireland,” azd
has been extensively introduced into tb:
schools of the United Kingdom. To. tka
late Prof. Norton, of Yale College, we aro
indebted for an American edition, with &

intreduction prepared by him. The Sups-



