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'NOT BE. A DREAM.

“Hcra [the River St. Lawrence] is:tho ‘way for;the
great North-Wost to send her products to the Old World
and-get their ‘manufactured articles; Here: is' the factor
that shall -solve the pool.line and freight business without
reference to Vanderbilt or Gould. Herc is God's highway ;
clear, rushing.free and mighty . from the lakes to the sea
Enlarge the Welland.canal.  Enlarge the cnnals around
the raplds .of :ithe St. Lawrence, and soon the. harbor of
Chicago’ will. be ﬁlled with . the immense navies: of .the
world. This is no visionary enthusiasm. One appropria-
In the name of common sense why not- do it? Ican tell
you why it never has beén done and why it never will un-
less - tha - mighty. North-West walxes up. Because. jf.-you
improve the waterways to the Gulf of St. Luwrence New
York, Boston, Baltimore, and Philadelphia will log6 oné-’
half of their wholesale trade, and the trunk lines of road
to the East will depreciate at least one-half.”

THUS writes the Chicago- Inter-Ocean, an
enthusxastxc and. consxstent edvocate of tbe

" Nor does
that 30umal by dny méans stand alorfe'iil its
advocacy of a-determined effort to divert
the stupendous str eam of commerce between
Europe en& the ‘areat West of the Umon
from the ; easteru sea-board to" the very
Heart of the northern’ h‘rlf of this contment

‘Thrs has long been a'dream of the' 1'epre- :
sentatrve . Western man-~of hlm ‘who' has|,

made that sectron of the States ‘the' great
and ﬂounshmg land it has 80 soon bccome
So far it has béen a mere v1s1on, 1f' a pro-
phetlc ome. Yet thereis no Teason, “financial |
or engmeermg, why it should, not become
a practlca.l fict. There are pos1t1vely no
p{hysrcel obstach',s' that the . necessmy
“sinews of War bemg prov1ded. 6uld not |
be easrly overcome. The sole 1mped1meht
and it may perhaps prove a fatal one,is "t
bé found 1n° thé pohtlcal combma.tlon that
would at once. arise to defeat stch' an !
attempt, iﬁ:snbslidrsatron,by the Federal Gov-
ernment, became a vital part:of the  project;|!
All the.great. sea-board cities of the Atlantic|
would. unite. to throttle it, let the opposition |
cost. what.. it ‘might, andit is. more: than,
Drobable«that their united. interest Would,
prevail.;in; Congress. those -great. .com-,
mergial dépots. would thrust.aside. the: fact|

'thet the, dayhas passed :when:they were

the, natural thandlers;of ; American: unports
and .exports. -a8i:between Europe and . the.
States;*That enormous commerce: naturally,
fell. to. them. when—not 80; long  go—iyi ayel
was slow and imperfect and the great West
had jardly even been conceived of., To-day,
howeVer .when commerce pursues precrsely,
the. same .course. it flows; in - an “artificial
chahnel: 80 :fanas -the:entire: West s ucon-

cernedf." +Natare has.maderthé St. Lawrénce

thei.only inartificialronte for this enovmons
trede, and if:it is not:iso.used-it is solely.
‘| because. .thei settled-interests of New York

" ciently powerful o maintain it in-its present
| flow: 2:Nothing but:the -forthcoming-of the

amount stated {above ‘as:'being - necessary
eﬁ'eotually and ofinally:-to -open. the' St

B Lawrence rounte can. divert the!trade from ;'-i-r-?l’
‘|its:cpresent -destindtion.. The -stm igpafter
| all; smiall -ini Jitself;:as~¢ompared iwith- the| .
‘) stupéndouns resiilts:to follow such a change;

‘|and if .Gongress willinot -6r.dare not: aid;

| Western. - resourtes ...unassisted -will, «we

' A WDSTDRN DREAM THAT NEDD

imagine, vbe- found-ito. accomplish . iti. ‘If
Congress; proved liréstive; the  necessary
charter-.could- be lobbied-for:a ‘considera:
tlon——throucrh the,,New York State Legis-
Ia.ture, wrth,,thex fullest : powers to levy
and collect - tolls, » &¢: ..;To; the- financial:
resources: of that gréat..section the cost
Would., be a. ~mere:. bagatelle:  Success|e
means the diversion of the seat of: com-
mercial sovereighty, from New, York; and
the eastem crtres to hlcano and the oreet
Western cent;es of populatlon and entu—
prxse Wrth onr, own nnproved Cmmdmn
canal svstem, es 1t ex1sls lo- da.y, We heve
done all that for the moment We hnd it in
our mtelest to do, end we are slowly
beneﬁttrnrr by those Woxks Bt for ‘Chicago
and the West ihe proposed opemno of the

tonnage means the rapld aiscensrou,of the
Westem States and crtles to a hcl«rht of

maglc cast evcn the Wondrous,growth of
1ts eastern nvals mto the sho.dc e

l,‘-;(;.THE':DI»RECT TAX.

{oIT 1. understood  that .some . of the
insurance: compahies are about to.apply

. .
$re0t

_nnmcdiatelv ;for an injunction to resirain

the: Locadl ‘Government from levying: the
riéw business :tax;as the easiest and ‘most
expedmous mode:of: testing the-constitution-
ality :of  the!: Act.:: The .Witness:: adds :—
“The, (xovemment’s ‘attorneys - yesterday
aftelnoon informed:onr: repor ter that-ten.or’

;‘twelve ofsithe. .companies’ sued’: had - paid:

under; protest; Being asked,why the :Gov-:
ernment: did: not:: make .one:test:case; he
replied that.it wis because they would' ‘not
admit any doubt of the legahty of-ithei tax:!
He said the small. comnames would prefer
to pay 3500 under protest rather tharr ‘,smk
severe,l thousand dollms 1r1 costs « for,) sa,xd
h We 'Wﬂl ta.xe evexy smnle ""ne of the
cases ‘to appea’l‘,' rz,md‘ thcy wrll have to pay i

,cne Way or the other i -And of com se the

Wzt(wss wonld . not ubhsh what was not
trué aeh 0fl I'I()*L ‘,"'J"J\ £

IR ARREE T nxt_.,.z.'.!.;.!.__:.‘_‘_l_ R

LOTTERY( rEXTRAORDINARY'——A lotteryr
'dmwmg on g gigantic scalereame off at:the
'U.. 8. Myeasury: Department the.25thiult,
'thes-amonnt of: {; prxzes :obeing::abéut- three
‘hundred mllhons. i Dheaffair Was managed
mnder <the: .personal supervision:of Secretary
FOLGER,‘and themumbers! Werevdrawn from:

St Lawr encc for se't-oomo ‘vessels of Targest|:

termine thie prioxity -of numbms in e\chanm
ing ‘the-83's for the new 3 per cent. bonds.
The .capital iprize, -or first, number, wWas
drawn by the Méchaniés' and. Farmers’ Bank.
of Albany, N.Y., the second number drawn'
was that of the Natioiial Bank of Northi
America, Boston. These have priority of
ell others who mailed their -bonds. at ten
o’clock on the ‘morning of'Auo ustv 1.

1

SHORTAGE :

- THE: gmm shortawe question, nci'erred to
in ‘a. yecent number; has’ atJength -been-
settled ‘on common-sense. principles. The-
Oustoms Department has':issued official
directions to - the-.effect that if ‘upon the
arrival of a vessel laden: with grain the cargo-
is“found to be short afidavits from-the of-
ficors of the boat shall be requived, establish-
ing that no part of the. cargo has been taken -
out: of the vessel, or in'any way tampered
Wxth and that upon the production of such
evidence the shor tage may be allowed.. In
others words, that in’ future duiy will be
collected only on the ! {quantity actually.
Imported into a Canadian port. We trust.
that this arrangement will. appease.. the.
wrath of our fire-eating Chicagn contém-.
porary, and that the bombardment of
peccant ngston w111 e mdehmtely post-~
poned . S TR R

DDOAY OF DN GLISH AGRICULTURL

THE imparts of agricultural products mto

England emounted in 1867-69: {0 : £79,000,-,
000; in 1877-79; exactly. ten ydurs later, to.
£129,000,000, an increase: of::£50,000,000 in’
ten years. -In- 1878-80,the. average ennuo,l
imports were- laxger thanin 187779, viz;.

'1:£138,000,000, making the increase . f1iom

1867-69, £54,000,000 in ,an interval . of
eleven years. A long series ol budiharvests,
in- the United Kingdom can only.partially.
account for this. The great increase.in the.
home population has surpassed the cereals,
producing capability.of the land under any
circumstances, while the high;rents have so
handicapped the English fariner as to make:
impossible any successful compelition withr
this continent,so far,as the great 1ood-steples
are concerued.. It.is much cheapor.for the,
British. consumer. to- import than to raise,
and with the ever~w1denmg rdnge of. forclgn,
wheat-fields this fact will become. yeally
‘more self- ev1dent, g ol et d e G

«,';Trms MARITIME « BANK.—It- may interest
some .of our city readers -who. are largely
interested in the Maritime Bank of St-John;
'N. B., says the Quebec Chroniclz, to know:
'that.. that ‘institution :is:getting on.-itslegs
iagain. - The new,managerent appears:tobe
iestablishing conﬁdence in the Bank, and the
-busmess has increased considerably.  ; Last
Saturday sonie shares were offered at public
'auctron, and.all-things considéred; the price
'realizedi: was: very -good: - They netted $56
‘per.ishave.;: The: M_Lanhme, properly con;
‘ducted; ought to:become a'valnable property:
It seems.to: be- entermg on a'careerof suc-

'3 whlskey sbharrel <-*“1‘he object was tp:de:

‘cessjustmow.. . L e o
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