
W1L4 T IS IMPERIA LISMP

rnbeuiain, hearkening to Sir Gordon
gg, has deciined to entertain the
posai, and it is to be boped that the
B Premier will manifest the mode-
In that the situation requires.
lie position of aifairs is, in some
ects, like that which followed the
ilion ini Canada. Had an interval
>st intervened betxeen the passage
ie Union Act and the assumption
ts constitutional privileges, some
lit argue that the Parliament Hoitse
4ontreai would have escaped the
Id% of Mr. Fred Perry and bis fel-
..nthusiasts. Who can say ? We
e that there will b. no ultra-Ioyalist
Mn ini Cape Colony. At any rate,
iite of Mr. Rhodes, of whose death-
plea for suspension Dr. Jameson
the confidant, Mr. Chamberlain is

irmined to avoid Mr. Gladstone's
take ini making loyal men suifer for
sins of the disloyal. Ail but a
dful of the spouting, agitating ciass
doubtless b. only tuo glad to avail
nueives of restored tranquillity to
and profitably to their own aifairs
to take up anew the painfully sev-

1 thread of domestic life.
>uring the course of the war a good
1 of discussion bas had some phase
imperialism for its theme. What
we mean by this word ? Dues it
id for a sentiment mereiy ? Do we
reby imply simpiy that, we are
ised to recail our kinshýp with the
es that contributed to the making
lie mighty British fabrie ? Dues it
lify nothing more than that we are
ud of the rock-a very conglomer-
rock -out of which we were hewn?

es it remind us of the flagtbat braved
housand years the. battle and the
.ee? Does it heip us to contem-
te in' imagination wbat would hap-
1 if that flag were hunibled, and
iled and shorn of its rich beritage of
vr?~ Ioes it recali to us Canadians
grand refusai and the. grand choice

ich, once made in an hour of crisis,
s to keep Canada loyal to that an-
nt iag, after preparinig a home for
founders of Ontario and other exiles

cncec' salie? Poes it keep us
4ifîi to the traditions which (as Dr.

Scadding reminded us> made the let.
ters U. E. L. su fraught with rneanîng
as an anticipation, iii the night cf
gloom and seemning abandonnment, of
the splendid noointide of Imperia]
power and prosperity ?

Quicli, indeed, with ail thes<e heir-
iooms of memory is the word 1Imperial-
ism. But it bas also a substantial, a
practical meaning even for those who
are prone to misunderstand it. Let us
ask first what meaning it may have, in
seeming and in reality, for our French-
Canadian fellow-cuuntrymen. In bis
admirable address un Frenchi-Canadian
Patriotism, delivered on tbe 27th of
April hast, in the Monument Nation-
al, Montreal, Mr. Henri Bourassa,
M. P., asks : - If the treaty of Paris
had preserved us tu France, what
wouid have become of us? Presum-
ing that we should bave escaped the
bloody reign of the Terror, it is more
than likeiy that Napoleon would have
soid us to the Americans, as hie soId
the people of Louisiania. And if we
had survived the Empire, how coud
we bave accommodated ourselves to
the present régime in France? We
have preserved, more than our breth-
ren on the other side of the Atlantic,
our character as Normans, as sons of
Northern France. Instinctively wve
hate centraiization, over-organizatiofl,
legal militarismi, and ail that goes to
constitute the essenitially Imperialist
régime that Bonaparte gave to modern
France, and which the third Republic
bas maintained in al] its integrity."

Now there is much ini the foregoing
passage with which the patriotic Brit-
ish-Canadian can cordialiy sympathise.
Clearly Mr. Bourassa do.. not covet
restoration to either Bourbon or poat-
revolutionary France. As for the re-
establishment on this continent of a
New France, independent and free, he
admits that the picture is attractive,
but knows that it is only a dream.
Duty insists that Canadians should
make Canada the centre of their hopes
and efforts. But, wbiie they shotild
avoid wounding the susceptibilities of
their British fellow-citizens, they shouid
resist any attempt at the political ab-


