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THE WEEK

A TERRIBLE proof of the powerlessness
of law as a protection apainst assassin-
ation hus been atforded by the news of the
Czar’s death. For fourteen years, since
the first attempt in 1866 the Emperor of
Russia has been dogged by the relentless
footsteps of a conspiracy, whose immediate
purpose has been at last unhappily ful-
filed. That the ultimate aim of the
Nihlists is anv nearer accomplishment we
hope is far from being true. Strong
though the republican party in Russia has
grown during the past ten or fifteen years,
the XNihilists themselves we may believe,
are yet but few in number, and the death
of the Czar will do more to estrange them
from the real party of progress than sll
the claims of commen interest can be
looked to overcome. A horrble assassin-
atien is seldom a vietorv for the assassip.
More often is it the dead man who wins
the game for his own party. It was the
polisical murder of Charles I. that saved
the monarchy to England. It will be no
wonder 10 us at least, if the death of the
Czar put aside for an extended period the
schemes of revolution, which in more
moderuate hands were making such gigantie
strides. Alive, the Czar had many enemies,
thn Empire itself many more. Dying he
Las the sympathy of Europe, his sins and
those of his Government are buried with
him, and the world remembers only the
emancipation of the serfs. De mortuis
nil nist bonurn. The Empire gains all the
prestige of martyrdom and the Nihilist
party the execration of all creeds and
parties alike.

It is to be huped we have heard nearly
the last of HaNnaN receptions. Not that
we would wish in any way to disparage
our countryman's victory, for if one goes
in for boat-racing it is well t0 win, and
the winnerin any race necessarily receiveth.
“'the prize.. But there may be too mucht

even of 4 good thing, and there are signs
of a re-action against this over glorification
of muscle and racing skill. Perhaps now it
may be possible to think of other things
less important, but still of interest to some
benighted beings who know not a skiff
from a dingey. The state of Ireland, the
Czar's assassination, or the Presidential
elections are comparatively insiguificant of
course, but still— —

Tur inauguration of General GanrrieLp
has passed, ro far as we are able to judge,
most auspiciously. The new President
has evinced u disposition to satisfy so far

as in him lies, the reasonable wen of both
parties. In the difficult position of the
negro suffrage question, his attitude to-
wards the South was of course closely
watched, although neither more or less
could DLe expected from him than a
general acknowledgment of the difficulties,
and the expression of a hope that educa-
tion will overcome the majority of them.
This, with an unqualified endorsement of
the suffrage itself is just what was expocted.
There is significance though iu the educa-
tional remedy proposed, which we hope
may bear good fruit.

O~k of the most charming accompani-
ments of election to the Presidential chair
nowadays is theopportunity of helping one’s
friends. And it is astonishing how many
friends s man has under such circum-
stances. (Generul GARFIELD appears to be
unusually fortunate in the number of
those who from perfectly disinterested
motives are anxious to assist in serving
their country no matter in what capacity.
Wae are reminded of the old story of the
man who came to LixcoLx with the re-
quest for a Cabinet portfolio, and whe
after expressing his willingness to content
himself with a Foreign Mission, or even a
Government clerkship, eventually made a
request for a left-off suit of the Presi-
dent’s, and went away happy in its pos-
session. There is something of this be it
said in other countries besides the United
States. Not of course that in Canada we
ever waste our time in besieging Minis-
ter's back-doors. Here even those who
are most fitted for office shiink modestly
into the background, and attend to their
own business. At least so we have been
told.

THE American papers are considerably
exercised abuut an incident of the elec-
tion. As soon as President GarriLD had
taken the oath prescribed by the constitu-
tion, he turned and kissed his mother.
Some irreverent reporters saw matter for
a funny paragraph or two. Several
stern members of the constitution have
felt it their duty to rebuke the para-
graphers, Whether General Garrierp
kissed his mother or a3 may seem to some
weak-minded individuals to be a matter
of small consequence. As Mark Tway
said of FRANKLIN'S entry into Philadelphia
with fifty cents in his pocket, there was
really nothbing in it. Almost any one
might bave done it. There is an objection
however which might be taken by a
casuist to a public exhibition of filial
affection on an important occasion. The
French have a proverb expressly com-
posed with a view to such performances,
Il faut laver son linge sile en famille,
People who went to Washington to parti-
cipate in the installation of a nation’s
chieftain might possibly object to being
mwade participators in the rehearsal of a
domestic tableau. But this is captious.

Mr. N. F. Daviy has a somewhat re-
markable article in the current number
of the Canudiun Monthly on *“ (reat
Speeches.” Asa contemporary remarks,
Mr. Daviy is nothing unless he is thorough,
but we confess that we were somewhat
unprepared for the statement that in his
opinion three or four of our leading states-
men would, if their lot had been ecast in
the Dritish instead of the Canadian Par-
ment, have attained the position of
Prime Minister! Three or four, mark
you! And this in spite of the fact that
during upwards of Lwenty yeurs only two
English statesmen have been deemed
worthy of the post. We believe with
Mr. Daviy that it is far too much the
fashion to decry home produce of what-
ever kind, home oratory among other
things, and cordially endorse his appeal
on behalf of our leading men to runk
amongst the orators und statesmen of the
world. But there is always danger in
instituting too lofty o corparison. There

are grounds outside of politics upon which
Mr. Disraett and Sir Joun MacvonarLp,
My, Braxe and Mr. GuanstoNg, might be.

fairly compared on their morits. When
Mr, Daviy suggosts that Sir Jony in Lord
BeaconsrIELD'S place would have been
as great or a greater man, ho forgots that
had Mr. Disragst nover been Prime Min-
istar of England the world would none
tho less heard of the author of ¢ Ixion”
and ¢ Coningsby,” he forgets that, if Mr.
GurapstoNe had never entered the political
arena, scholars would have crowned the
author of “ Juventus Mundi.,” These are
facts not theories, and wa should do well
to pause before wo make rash assertions as
to the comparative merits of England’s
groatest statesmen and our own. Once
more though we would say, all honour to
our debaters and orators for what they
have done aud are doing, rather than for
what they might have done could the
world be turned upside down to give them
a better chance.

Ararr from this pardonable enthusiasm,
which is perhaps the more pardonable in an
advocate, Mr. Davix's article is written
with all his customary vigour and withal
bears the evidence of care, in spite of the
apology with which it opens. The com-
parison of the relative lengths of the great
speeches of the world is new to us at least,
and might read a lesson to many of our
modern speakers who believe that what-
ever may be the case with wit, brevity is
certainly not the soul of oratory. Is there
not a little danger though under this
head, lest Mr. Daviz’s diatribe against
the reading of speeches in the House,
which we thoroughly endorse, should be
confounded with an attack upon the al-
most necessary art of writing them. Ne-
cessary, because there is no other way
of making a short speech do the duty ofa
long one. It is far easier to spesk at
length thaw to make & minimum of words
convey the maximum of information. Mz,
WiLkiNson, a noted london preacher,
once apologized for the length of hiz ser-
mon, by saying that he really had not had
time to shorten it ; and the reason if not
the excuse lies at the bottom of many a
wearying stream of linked--anything but
sweetness —long drawnout. Dewosthenes,
it is related, used to write his speeches out
in full, and after putting themn away for a
few days, reduce them by revision to about
one-third of their former length, while we
are told of Virgil (whose verses pussessed
at least one great quality of good oratory,
in the absence of one superfluous wonl)
that he used to write two hundred lines
every morning and reduce them by night
to eight or ten. More things than soap
are brought to perfection only by a judi-
cious * boiling down,"” and to “ boil down”
Jjudidiously requires of course the com-
mitting of the matter to paper in the first
instance. Sermons, essays, poems, vven
be it said editorials, for the last of which
the excuse of want of time is perhaps
most allowable, all wunt pruniog after
first committing to paper, and few of them,
very few of them get it.  Verbum sup.

It is a difficult thing tv make a rebel-
lion without breaking the law. The
London Daily News compares Mr. Pan-
NELL'Ss action at the present time to the
attempts of one Tromas Frassock, whose
efforts at law-abiding revolution are re-
luted in Lord Bicox’s History of Henry
VII. But Framsock found the task too
miuch for him and expiated his fault after
the sanguinary fashion of those days. We
do not look to sece Mr:*ParxeLt either
beheaded or hanged, but unless we mis-
take the signs of the times he is putting
his head into tHo lion's mouth. Hitherto
he has been fortunate in law as in Parlia-
ment in evading the consequences of what
have seemed to many to beillegal and un-
parlismentary actions. But in his late
counsel to the farmers of Clara, he has
shown that if he is indifferent to his own
fate, he is anxious not to mislead his fol-
lowers. Subsequently o advising ovicted
tenants to plough up their land so as to
rondor it useless to ths now-comiers, he
feels compelled to re-adviso them, that
such action would bring them within the
provisions of the cruel and unjust laws of

——

their opproessors. Mr. DParNeLL should
tako a lesson for himself from his mis.
adventure. It is probable that his with-
drawal of his former advice will have
decided Govornment to leavo him alone iy
the mattor, but it is just as certain that
the giving of such advice did in fact bring
Mr, Parxern within the reack of the eruel
and oppressive legislation which he g0
denounces, and we cannot but think that
he is well out of it this timo.

Tne first stop towards a satisfactory
settlement of the Capo difficulty has beon
reached by the truce agreed to between
the Boers and Stk Everyy Woon, The
report of the Iatter's defeat and death
seems to have been totally without founda-
tion, and wo may hope for good results
from a more pacific policy towards a peo-
ple who have at least shown us that they
can be worthy antagonists in the field,
and, therefore, in all probability, staunch
friends in time of peace.  Meanwhile the
prospects of u svcond Ashantee eampaign
seem {0 promise anything but a easy time
for the lume Government.

AN amusing termination of a duel is
that of which we are reminded amongst
the latest theatrical news from Paris.
Duancier, the singer, was playing io u
melodrama at Belleville, where it fell to
his lot to shoot the villain of the play in
a duel.  Uanfortunately for the villain the
property man had provided Danrcien with
a leaded pistol. One would have thought
the villain was the party most injured by
this inadvertancoas he received Dancien's
bullet (in what part of the person is not
specified). However the hero apparently
thought himself equally aggrieved, and
procecded to inflict summary punishment
upon the property man. The manager
came out in defence of his property, or
his man, or his property man, the story
1s not quite accurate in its details, but
Darcier @ cared for none of these things,”
and kicked the manager fo Joof.  Thenot
unnatural result of this mistaken freedom
was the request of the latter for an eatly
interview on the s de Romuineille.
Dancier, who had studied the art of
fencing under M. BouLer, chose this gen-
tleman as his second, but contrary to his
natural expeetations, the fencing master
had scruples as to allowing his pupil to
fizhit with sworlds, alleging that the atlair
might oceasion him, Bovuer, the incon-
venience of an introduction to the Bureau
of the Polics Correctionel,  Buat the singer
was obhstinate, and so Bovrer, with the
swords under his arm, muarched off to
confer with the other scconds. It is de
rigeur with principals not to speak to each
other under these circumstances, but after
waiting a constlerabls time, no seconds
re-appeared.  ““Sir” at length inquired
Darecter, “where are  your sceondsi”
“If you come to thut sir,” replied the
manager, ‘“where are yours? luves-
tigation on the part of the principals
disclosed the fact that their friends had
thought better of the whole thing, and
vanishel, carrying with them the muni-
tions of war in the shape of the sworda.
Disappointed of shedding each other’s
blood, the principals came to the con-
clusion that “duelling is & barbarous
practice,” and returned home arm in arm,
the best of friends.

AMUSEMENTS,

The pupils of Mr. H.J, Lyell gave n per
formance on Tuesdny night in the Mechanics’
Hall, which way well attended, and, like all
similar entertainments, thoroughly appreciated
by an audience naturally prejudiced in favour of
the performers. It was, however, a most credi-
table affair.  The old farce of ** Slasher and
Trasher," which opened the evening, lost noue
of its funniness by resson of some incidents not
included in the original * stage plot.” But the
piece of the evening was n clever ndoptation of
the *“ Forty Thioves ™ to an operatic sketeh, for
which we were indobted to the Rev. F. English,
who presided at the pinno. The dresses were
resplendent, und the gullant forty " have sel-
dom appenred to better udvantage.

Next woek we aro to have the concort of the
Philharmonic Society, of which 1 hope to sond
you & full account, a\’lu»ioua.




