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 CANADIAN TLLUSTRATED NEWS.

— x . s ak hides both thelr well-filled | left hand, as ho fixed a searching look upon the Californfan,
S0 MUCH OF LIFE BERIND ME LIES. xt::»ln‘e)f‘-m:.atx?s tigas?tsiagxl-glqltdh:e\?:l\'er and sharp bowie- “ Quien sabo?" replics the other with indifference, but—hig

So much of life behind me lies,
My heart grows faint with sorrow,
That each to-day the swifter flies,
And sooner comes each motrow.

I marvel much that once I deemed
Time's nzure wings were leaden
And on life's boundless ether seemed

Youth's ecstasies to deaden.

While now my precious days glide on,
Than all ficet symbols taster;

With fortune gay, scarce quicker gone,
Than glooming with disaster.

It is not that my life has brought
Of its young dreams fruition ;
Its warp, alas! is thick inwrought

With crossings of ambition.

Not that my days have all been good—
I mourn thew few and decting ;

Meagre, T own, their gains that would
Be werth thuir poer repeating,

And this a double worth bestows
On hours as yet unsquandered ;
Priceless to bim the sunset grows,

Who the loty day has wandered,

A wanderer sud a leiterer T,
For whowm life's shadows lengthen
Abave me shine the summits high,
Around me futters strengthen.

I canrot reach their golden crests,
The while T strive receding

My soul, impaticnt while it rests,
Weeps ¢'er cach moment speeding.

So mach to de, 20 far 1o ¢limb,

So tittle learned at dfty !

ALkl youth is pradizal of time,
Age endy makes us thrifty,

The silver cleams that in our locks

Are sunset’s pale forozlances,
Teach us that deads, not beating clocks,
v Timie's advances.

What's then to da, sioee Time will run
And craves cmd carth’s ambiticns?
This first, this ouly, i3 well done—
To live for Heaven's fraitions.

1
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A CALIFORNIAN G AMBLING-HOUSE.

i render it almost as light as day

Trez Plaza Grande of the city of San Fran.isco is alive with |

busy crowds, passing and repassing in all directivns; some
chadering and barzaining, ethers lovking on in idle curiosity :
merchants and brokers gravely discussing prices, seeking cus-
tomers, or cheapening newly arrived wares; weather-beaten
gold-diggers, their stalwart frames encased in soiled worn gar.
ments, lonnging carelessly alone with their well-illed leathern
money-lag in their givdle ; new-comers, just landed frum the

shipping in the bay, confised and bewildered by the novel

Straction w the whole room ; all who have ence seen her return
faosecond time, amd fow turn away without leaving behind at

sights and sonpdsarcund them ; Californian Spaniards, in their |

gay serapes, and he
with loose Liue ]
vats and neckti

vy, tinging spurs; long-tuiled Chines
etz and bave throats, independent of crm-

swarms ¢of smart trim scamen from the !

American men-of-war riding at anchor off the port; French,
Americans, Germans, Ernglish, Argentines, Spaniards, South-

sea Islanders
various objs

t< of Lusiness or pleasure ; gold the magnet of

» nigroes, and mulatioes, &1l intent upon their:
Dattracting such crowsds of gambiers and idlers?

attraction : gold tbe aim and end for which all, of cvery bue

and «f every clime, have left their distant homes.

The first wild excitement, bowever, was past, in which
numbers had madly rushed to the mountains, te see and to dig
for themselves ; most kad already been there, and had returned

whilzt they had spent the litle they took with them; and

ways and means of making mouey in California, less laborions |

and uncertain than gold-digging.

Numbers had now settled in the towns as merchants or fac-
torg, labourers or artisans, boatmen, porters, policemen, ped-
lers, cooks, clerks; in short, anything and everythiog by

which 10 make money rapidly, and then—to g0 back to their

homes?
* bad not kuown how to sct about it on their firstattempt,”

Of all who resorted to Califarein, there was but one class of
men whose object was neither to work por to trade, neither to
buy nor to sell. They came furnished with playing-cards
from the United States, where entire manufactories are cm-
ploved in preparing such articles, punctured, which their
owners can distingnish by the touch, without turning them
up. These men did nothing from the moment they stepped
0B shore, aye, nor on board the ship that brought them over,
but handle their cards and count or weigh gold.

These were, and ace, the licensed gamblers, whose rentral
force is found in San Francisco, but whose ramifications ex-
tend to the diggings around jn all directions—men who, with
deceit and fraud for the foundation of their business, enter
Culifornia in the firm determination of amassing wealth by all
means and at all risks, and not be turned aside though robbery
and murder lie in their path

England is reproached for sending her criminals to Australia;

people, amongsét whom it is remarkable that there is Bearcely
one Englishuman or Irishman. The most reprobate of these

gamblers, and, indeed, the only ones who arc a match for the !

quick-eyed Spariard, so peenliarly cool and self-possessed in
games of hazard, are the Americans. ‘
From the splendid saloons of San Francisco, with their

with goid, down to the miserable tent in the most distant
mountain, where the serape, or blanket-cloak, thrown over a
few boards Toughly npailed together, serves as a grming-table
through the night, and al morning dawn dovsduty as bed and
coverlet ; wherever there is gold, these men are to be found,
ready to rob the poor miner of the hardly earned reward of hia

No, to reture to the diggings : for, as they said, they !

¢ passilile, the hindmoest standing on their toes to getw zhimpse
cover their neighbour's shoulders,
: professional gamblers and thedr aceomplice
Jlad slowiy shutling o pack of cards by way of occupation
completely satisfied, having altogether failed to find gold, ;

1

} two above and two below, thus giving each player opportanity
: to stake on two at onee.

n

.
1
i

minedly resisting all attempts to dislodge them from their
L post of observation,

Cstreet; but here it is pot sa,
Csneh, as weat, and G, and attractive, but net sinee they came

Slittde sharp gray »yves, while
having now arrived at the conviction that there are other

{son' he ®aysin s hoarse and trembling voice,
but they are saints compared with these dregs of the American |

i the cards ure thrown—hoth staked arn: lost,
gandy pictures and decorations, and hundreds of tables laden |

knife, ready for attack or defence, as occasion may "-‘fl“imi

We have not now, however, to do with the diggings; we
we are standing in the Plaza of San Francisco, and the twi-
light has suddenly spread ity veil over the landseape, though
the sun has scarcely disappeared behind the low coast range,
and sunk into the sen to rise upon India's distant shores. But
what are these large buildings, dividing Kearney Street {rom
the Plaza, in which all seems suddenly alive and bustling 7
The mighty folding-doors are thrown wide open, and the bril-
liant light of a multitude of astral lamps dazzles the eyes of
the crowds who are flowing ioto the balls, To the right and
left, lie similar buildings, all Luilt of brick, with iron bal-
cenies and window-shutters, to sct at definnce the frequent
conflagrations, which have three times already reduced this
row of bouses to ashes.

From each there issues a stream of light; from each pro-
ceeds wild noisy music; all are thronged with eager multi-
tudes: aud the spectator hesitates which to choose as the
scene of his observativus. The largest and most splendid,
howcever, is this one, over whose cutrance the name of &1 Do-
rade sparkles in bright gold letters; and though still half
undecided whether to venture into the lion's den, our foot ence
over the threshold, curiosity overpowers our scruples, and the
next minute we tind ourselves in the middle of the room,
astonished and almost bewildered by all we see around us.

We are in a vast saloon, the ceiling of which is supported |
by tworows of white lacken«d columns, A profusion of lamps |
The wall are adoroed with i

voluptanus pictures, designed, together with the noisy music,
to attract lounygers and sight-seers, who, ance tempted within .
the doors, are pretiy sure eventually to vield to the seductions !
of the gaming-tables, These tables are seattered about the
room, with ample spave betwesn each to allow a number of |
men to sit and stand about them, aud vet leave space fur thos
who wonld walk up and down; the crowds whe are still pres :
sing in at the doors not being, generally, attracted to the |
tables until they have mlly gratiied their curivsity by gazing
at all thore is to see, and Hstening to all there is to hear.

To the right of the salocn, behind a long counter, stands a
givl, a read, living, pretty, moedest-looking young girl, in a
Clese-fitting black =ilK dress, her stender fingers adurned with
rings, supplying her many customers with tea, coflee, and cho-
colate, cakes, preserves, and confectionsry of all serts; whilst
at the pppesite corner of the ball, a man s stationed at a simi- |
lar connter furnished with wine and spirits, :

Lounging upen the tea-table are four or five tall uncouth :
vounyg mat, fixed in profound admimiion of the young lady on
the other side ; swallowing one cup of tea after another, at a !
quarter dollar apiece, by way of exquse for remaiging there
and, for the same reason, munching up a most unwholesome

uantity of sweet-cakes and pastry,

A fow steps bebind them stands a group of backwoodsmen, |
enjoying, at a cheaper rate, the pleasure of gazing upon the |
pretry damsel who presides over the good things ; and deter-

The pretty tea-maker becomes by degrees the centre of at-

least their quarter-dollar for something catable or uncatable,
were it only fur the pleasure of Hstening to the few wonds she
must spenk in telling them the price of her wares. And |
wherefore is this?  The maideo has certainly a very pretty |
plesing face and neat figure, but is by po means a perfect |
beanty, and we might, i other towns, meet three or four !
equrlly pretry, or prettier girds in walking along a single
At home they have seen wany

to San Francisco.  There were, at the time of which we spenk,
very few respretable women to be fonnd there, and these few
rarciy, if wver, appoarcd in the streets,

But hold:

what js this?7  What is going on st this table,

They secm |

to b playing very high here, aad every one presses as close as

At the table, amonget the
. stands & young

until the game begins, and then cagerly watching it with his
involuntarily continuing to shuitle,

The game bears sote resemblance to that of « lansguenet ;™
the card thrown on the left side is for the banker, that on the
right for the player; and the stake is doubled if he throws

The boy, in whom we have begun to |
take an interest, is at most sixtesn years old 5 be is tall and
slender, yot hig fintures would have something of r childlike
innocent expression, were it not for the glittering sunken eve
and sternly compressed lip.  He has thrown down his pack of
cards ; his felt hat is pushed up from his bigh pale forchead,
his  left hund is thrast into his bosom, his right hand is
vlenched and resting on the table, in the centre of which piles
of doliars form a wall ronnd a hesp of nuggets and gold-picces,
and little stitched-np bags of gold-dnst; while three or four
larger tumps of goid aud stampesd bars of the same procious
metal are Inid on the top, but more for show than for use. His
stake, perhaps twenty or five-nnd-twenty half v eagles” (five
dollarsy, lics npon the horseman ¢or queen), and his eyes are
fixed in feverish excitement on the hands of the denler. This
latter, and an Amcrican, sits cool and colleeted beside him,
with the card that is to be taken off already in bis grasp, and
examines once more the stakes laid down-——if all is in order,
The uppermost cands are the nee and the queen.  The hoy has
won, und a sinile of trinmph plays upon his lip.

#1 ghall pay yom back to-night what you lent me, Robert-

YT peems Jikely enough,” replics the gambler, with an
arabignous kmile. Yon are fu luck to-night, Lovell ; you must
follow it well np.”

“T will leave thut npon the queen, and put this upon the
dence 7 sayy Lovid),

Here and there wri similar vums Inid or altered, and again
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#Confornned it mutters the poor Loy half inandibly, puiling |
ont of his pocket s dittle wuck of gold-dust, at which the |
banker does not even dvizn te look, The sack might hold |
about two punnids; and the Synniard who stands opposite to
him, now throw. a conpl: of ounces on the other card.

“ You wnistrust that gentieman's luck, senor, do you !’ gnid |
the bunker with a smile, holding the cards composely In his

s eard.

cand has won,

The young gambler muttered a curse between his clogeq
teeth, and with a trembling hand he hastily felt in his pockety
for more gold—in vain—not in this, not in that, +Gone
stolen 1" he murmured to himeelf, and his glaving eye wandereg
suspiciously from oue to another of those who pressed round
him, Thelr countenances expressed nothing Lut indifference
or ridicule.

@ Come, steanger; if you do not play any more, make way
for others,” said a long-bearded fellow clud in o dirty ragged
blouse and supernnnunted felt hat stuck sideways on Lijg
tangled locks. ¢ It seems tome you're done”

w1 shall stay here as long as 1 like" answered Love])
shortly,

W Peay, sit, make room, if you do not play any more," eohned
the gambler who sat next him, < Qur table, you see, I8 quite
crowded ™

41 have been robbed " cries the young man, throwing an
angry glance on the wearer of the smock-frock—r meanly,
shamefully robhed

# Well, don't stare that way at me, my boy, if you please
says smock-frock coelly.

W stare nt whom I like,” veplied the boy in great excite.
ment ;¢ and i he can’t stund it he may Iook another way @

& Make roow there will ¥¢ 77 said the miner to those whe
stood by ; and seizing the young wambler with the gripe of a
ginut, he tifted him up and threw him bebind him,

dHave a care—have a care!’ shouted severnl voices the
next mement ; and two or three bands wers maised to thirow
up the revolver, which the exaspemnted youth, reganiless of
conseguences, was pointing at the bend of bis aggressor. Be.
fore they could wrest the weapon frum him, however, be had
twice pulled the trigger; one ball smuashed the shade of an

Sastral lamp, the fragments of which fell on the heads of thoge
; below, senttering thew, langhing anid swearing, in all diree-

tions ; whilst the other harnadessly stene ko the conling, bringing
down only o little plaster, The mark it made was not the
otuly one of the hind 1o br seen there,

« Much obliged,” sald the miner in the smock-frock conlly
to the bystanders; wsl without tombling hime If Snther
about the yvouth, whoe was strugeling despomtely with thase
whoe held him, and acowmbly foamime with race, he Lk n

P prcket of gotd vut of his blouse, and set it on the cand nensest

to bim.

As it was feared that the enraged boy might have ather
weapons abond him, he was taken in charge by sowe stundy
Irishmen, who voluntecrod their services for the parpese, and
dragged Llm to the deor. where he was made over 1o twp
policewen, whe had hastened ©p cn hearing the shets, and
who lod him safely away,

The tdlers lounging atout the saloon
thronged esgeerly ronted the snot whenee the ahots procs ednd,
to see as much ax possible of the bt hey snpposed o b
goitig on: and the gamblers at the noarest taldes found it
necissary for # few minutes 1o use actunl feree in Keepins
back the crowd : even the teadable was for the thoe for-
saken.

had all. meanwhile,

Thure was, however, too much that wax new and interest.
ing on every side, to ailow the gpretators to tix their eyes Tong
ot any ofie peint.  From another part of the room thers now
arvse aztmaltuons noise of abltersation and lasgbter. What
had happened theee? © Brave!  Capitally done! Hureab

. cheered the throug, aod one indignant voice, veliemently pro-

tehling agninst sumething, was again and again drowned in
the geneml shout of approvsl. A singular ineident had oo
cuered Nere, Tending to o strife in whick the crowd immediate-
Iy teek upon itself the office of fudge and jury sdecided prompt-
Iy, and cuforced the decision, ‘

A man thdidy and respactably dressed fnoa black frock-eoat
and dark trooscrs, had come regularly for come evenings—
this was the soventh—alwayr at the zame thue and to the
sazme table ; had for awhile Tuoked on st the game, and at lust
drawn a linen bag out of hiz breast-pocket and stakeod it wnn
On the tirst evering the card had won; and he shook
the bag out upon the table to count the maney,  There wire
twenty-cight Spanizh dellarg, upon whick the lanker guictly
counted out to him the same sum, and the genthrman
walked off with bhis gaing without venturing on o secend
cast,

On the secand evening, he eame again, staked as before, and
lost.  Quite voolly, however, witheut even a look of disconu-
tent, he opened the bag, rhook it out—it contained exactly
the same sum as an the st ocension—then rolled it together,
and thrusting it into bis pocket, left the xaloon. On the thind,
fourth, and fifth eveniuws the same thing ocenrecd. The gam-
Llets had got nsed to the man, and amused themsilyes with
hix odd waya.  Apain he Tost, apd behaved exactly as before,
always taking the bug away with him.

On the sixth ¢vening—and go exactly had he kept bis time
that the gamblers gaid, Inugbing to ench other: 1t can’t be
cight o'clock yet; the eight-and-twenty dollar man Is not
come.” e appeared again, staked as usanl, and once more
lost. The bar-keeper, wha dispensed his wines amd sphiits
just opposite to this table, could not forbear lavgting aleud
us the stranger shook out the money in hig cool business-
like way, as if paying 8 regulnr debt for some employer,
rather than gambling and throwing away hiz ewn money,

The seventl evening came—it wag a full minute past cight
o'clock, and one of the gnmblers sabid lnoghing to the other:
©“ We havie used him too Ladly ; we have frightened him
awny ;" when his comrade pointed over his shonlder, snd
there wag the man in the black frock-coat making his way o
his customary place, where snme who had hauppened to meet
hira there before, readily made room for him, and where }m
quictly took his gent, paying no sort of atiention to the whis
pered jokes and laughter around him. 17ntil precisely n quar-
ter to nine, he grmvely watched the play, ond then bronght
out the well-known linen bag, setting it upon the dence which
was that moment turned up,  Two cirnds were drwn, without
the dence appearing—unow the ace fell on the left; and on thoe
right—an searcely pereeptible amile plnyed on the bankers
lipg—the dence, The stranger turned pale ak denathj but
without attering a word npon his change of luck, ho ﬁtrcttlwd
out his hand for hiz linvn hag, and was untying it, as usual, to
count the dollark, when the gnimblee said luughing @ ¢4 Let it
be; I know how much theru is in it. Eight-and-twenly. Am
I not right 2" ‘

% No,"” said the man quictly, and-shook out the silver upon
the table, shook the bag again,and after the silver came & roll
of closely-wrapped bank-noters nnd a folded paper.



