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No. 31.—HON. JOHN SAND-
FIELD MACDONALD,
Q. C., M. P.
PREMIER OF ONTARIO.

The Hon. John Sandfield Mac-
donald was boru at St. Raphael,
in the County of Glengarry, Up-
per Canada, on the 20th of De-
cember, 1812, His family came
from the Scottish Highlands and
settled in the Glengarty district
in 1786, along with many other
Highlanders, Macdonalds, Mac-
donnels, Grants, Stewarts, &co.,
&ec., whose descendants to this
day are perhaps little less Scoteh
in language, in habit and in modes
of thought than their distant
kinsfolk who still dwell in the
ancient Jand in which the High-
lIand pame beeame renowned.
Mr. Sandfield Macdonald had to
struggle with many dificulties in
his early davs, but these gradual-
Iy disappeared before his perse-
vering ¢nergy; and having pra-
duated with honours at the clas-
sical school of Dr. Urqubart at
Cernwall, he entered on the study
of the law, in 1835, in the office
of the late Chief-Justice M¢Lean,
then a barrister at Cornwall, Mr.
McLean was shortly afterwards
clevated to the Bench, and Mr,
Macdorald completed his studies
under Mr. Dmper, now President
of the Cuurt of Error and Appeal,
In 18 v L was admiited to the
Lar. snd in 1849 was created
Queen's Counsel ; he is also a
Bencher of the Law  Society
After his admission to the bar he
commenced the practice of the
law at Cornwail, and scon estab.
lished a large and lucrative prac-
tice, which he has, with the as-
gistance of junior partners and
his own close attention, still re-
tained throughout the wheole pe-
riod of his political carcer. To
this circumstance he owes the
command of a large fortune, which
renders him alike independent of
the vicissitudes and the rewards
of political life.

That the Higblanders of Glen-
garry felt proud of the enterprise
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and ability displayed: by young
*t Sandfleld” was soon made mani.
fest; for in 1841, tho year after
ho was ndmitted to the bar, they
invited him to represent ihefr
county in  tho first Legislative
Assembly of United Cannda,  He
wis returned at the general elee.
tion of that year, and continued
to represent Glengarry until tha
general election of 1867, when he
wak succeeded by his brother, Mr,
. A, Macdonald, and he (Sand-
field) returned for the town of
Cornwall,  Since then he has
continued  to  represent that
barough in Parlinment; and at
the last genernl election he was
returned - for both the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario and the Ca.
nadian House of Commonx,  [{js
Parlinmemtary  experience  thus
extends over a period of (wenty.
nine years, thus making him at
the time of the Union  the
““ Father of the Legislnlive Ag.
scmbly " and all who heard him
pronounee his farewell culogy an
that Assembly ou the Inst day of
ita Jost session must have ad-
mired the patriotic spirit that
pervaded it. Mr. Macdonald is
not ordinarily sentimental, nor
in he constitutionally sarcastic ;
but there are times when he
biends the two charncteristios in
n way that renders his utterances
unique amt specinlly  caliculated
tir be vremembired, and the oc-
caston roferred to was ene of
them.

AMr o Macdonald entered Parlia.
ment in the ranks of the party
winth  countal Batdwin  and
Biake amonust its momby ra, and
e By esmbor, TR0 e succendind
Mr o Biane an Soliviter-ten ral
for Uppee Caopada, in the Hald.
win-Lafontaine  Cabiuct. This
affice be held antil Nov | 1481,
when the leaders retinod, boing
suecceded by Messrs. Hineks and
Morin, and Mr. Macdonald also
withdrew from the Governmeat,
A general election almast imme-
dintely succecded the reconstrue-
tion of the Calinet, and at the
first mecting of the pew Parlia-



