806

g e e

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEVS.

ST e

SPECIAL NOTICE.

Every subscriber served b,\' mail will remark on the wrapper
arfter his name figures Indicating the month and year to which
he is marked paid on our books, Thus, 7-73 means paid to 1st
July, 73 9-72 means that the stbueriber has pald to !st Sept.,
172, and conscquently owes us the enrrent yoar's subzerintlion, to
Sept.,, '73. Subscribers owing ecurrent year, Or arrcas, will
please remit &t ance. Subscriptions beinz henceforth sirfetly
{n advance, parties marked pald to some fature date will
riense remiy the next year's subaeription before the date fndi-
cated on thelr wrapper.

XNOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Ln‘ters on business matters should be addressed to the Busi.
ness Manager.

Coammnunications intended for the Editor shonld be addressed
to The Iditar of the Canadian lilustraled News, and mavtied
s Communication.”

Rejected contributions are not returned unless stamps for
roturn postage hive been forwardad.

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

MNONTREAL, SATCRDAY, MAF 17,1873,

Ixpiax troubles are matters of very infrequent occurrence
fn Canada, thanks to the very sensible systern pursusd in
dealing with our dependent tribes. Unfortunately, however,
there have of late been raomours rife to the offcct that the
tribes of the North-West have becomr dissitisfiad, and are
assuming A threatening attitude.  Measures shouid at once be
taken by the Goveroment to prevent any chance of distarb-
ance, In the first place the military force in Manitoba—at
present ridiculously insafficient to preserve order in case of
troable—should be considerably increased. Means should
also be tiken to employ the Indian tribes, and by turning
them to good use keep them from the mischief to which idle
hands are proverbially prone. Mr. Sheriff Treadwell, of
L'Orignal, has devised 8 very feasible scheme in this connec-
tion which he has recently set forth in 8 petition to the Gov-
ernment. We trust that his propesal will meet with the
attention it deserves; of its merits our veaders can best judge
for themselves. The following is the text of the petition :—

To the Ionourable the Commons of the Dominion of Cunada, in
Parliament assembled :

The Memorial of Charles Platt Treadwell, of the Township of
L Orignonl, Egq., Sheriff of the United Countics of Pres-
cott and Russell,

Most RrspectrriLy SHEWETH,

‘That for uearly thirty-five years your memorialiat has been
sgitating on the subject of a railway across to the Pacific.

He touk the idea from Whitney, who was the first 1o bring
the sulj«ct under the notice of the American Guvernment,
and transferred it to the British Territory, and has availed
bhimself of cvery opportunity that has stuce off:red to bring it
jrominently before the Canadinn nnd the British public.

Thut while the discussion was before the Honourable
Executive Council of the Dominion, he laid his views before
His Excellency.

That your memorialist had a correspondence with Major
Carmichac] Smith, one of the earliest writers on this sabject.
He also has had a8 voluminous correspondence with the [m-
perinl and Proviacial Governments on this and other suhjzcts;
and he feels no ordinary degree of pleasure that his early pro-
ductions and suzeestions are jn progress of consummation.

Your memorialist cannot refrain from remarking that the
greatest benefit to humanity which this great work should
accomplish has beenduaring the present negotiation overlooked
and ignored ; he refers to the civilization and evangelization
of the Indians, whose labour in the construction and manage-
ment of the railway has been overlovked,

There are two statements madys against the red men that he
wishes to contradict.  The first is that they will not lubour,
and ihe 2 cond is that they are not reliable, If thess remarks
have, to a certain extznl, reference to the Indians within the
territory of the United States, it is owing to the perfidy of
the white and his dealings with the natives of the forests, ag
all history will fully counfirin; but the history of the British
Indiang in America shows an entirely different record, ‘T'he
humane and honest treatment of the pative tribes in British
Norin Ameri a by the Hudson Bay Company and the Christian
miesinnarivs, both Roman Catholic and Protestant, have marde
the Indiaox wmithfol allies of the Crown, and with the assist-
ance of the parties just referred to, your memorialist fiels con-

Jent that he could clear the track for the Grand Pacific
Railway, Nippissing to the Pacific coast, by exclusively
Indiza labour, at a cost 30 per cent. iess than it could be
dope by imported lxbour, and he has intimutzd this to the
Precideat oi the Compaay ¢ his considuration.

Your memorialist’s plan is to clear the line at least one
acrs wide, and to clear n greater when the railway will be in
danger from large trees that the hurricane will bring down
upon the roud at any future time, and that the first year after
such clearing, the sqnaws be provided with ‘garden sceda to
row the clearing for their own profit, and to be well paid for
their Iabour in clearing the land.
weuld be derived from rach would be their immediately being
tanght to clear land for thems lyea, :

Yuar memorialist thinks that humanity iz greatly indebted
tn General Grant for his cxertions to do justice to all the

diffrent tribes of Indiansg within:-the bounds of the United -

£tater, but he greatly fears that from the barbarous treatment
of the Iodiaas in daye gone by, the disease is too chronic and
denp sented to be eradicated, and he fears that the destruction
of the buffalo and the extermination of the ponr Indinn will
ta: the result of the perfidy of the while inan. But may God
‘grant it may be otherwise, L

Yonr memorlalist prays that your bonourable body 'xn-.y

_sussion of him.

Tur great benefit that

- stag of a herd,” saye Cormack, % is genurally the fattest,

pass such nu Act ar will protect the buffalo and. all other
game from wanton destroction, nnd thereby protect the inter.
ests of the natives, and that any encouragement that can' be
legally extended to the natives sbould be fncluded: in the
- same Act. ’ : e
Your memarinlist is informed that in British Columbin
much of the labour is performed by Indians; that in Oregon
most of the female gervants aro natives, ‘The carrying out of
the policy of protection will prevent Indian wars for all future
time, that have cost the United Statea more than their canala,
and from recent reports the end {4 not yet renched, even with
all the good intentions of the United States Government,
Yonr memortalist begs that a Committee be formed, and
that he may be instructed to lay all his papers and: corres-
pondence before it. )
And your memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
i CHARLES P. TREADWELL.
L’Orignal, 13th March, 1873.

THE INTERIOR OF NEWFOUNDLAND.
( By our Newfoundland Correspondent.)

Talf a centory sinee, W, E, Cornnck, B, o Scotchman of
guperior ability and wal} =dneatud, set out to explore the in-
terior of Newfoundlasad, In cempany with a single Micmac
Indinn, he crossed the i:lawd frum Trinity Bay on the east

to §*. George's Bay on the west. From hiznarrative alone do

we obtair any information regandinzg the interior of aun island
larger than Ireland ; for nooue has ever followed in his track.
His narrative has all the charm of a ramance. It has been
out of priut for a length of time ; but T am happy to say that
Intely arrangements have been made for bringing out a new
edition, which, owing to the wide-spread interest lately
awnkened in Newfoundland, will receive s large circulation,
especially in Canada and the Maritime Provinces. The first
portion of Cormack's journey Iny through dense forests of
pine, sprure, birch, and larch, and proved to be an uniform
ascent, till at length he reached the summit of a mountain
ridge, which served as a barrier between the sea and the in-
terior. From this summit the vast and mysterions interior,
on which the eyvs of & white man had never before gazed,
broke on the view of the traveller in all its magniicence. It
was truly s splendid sight. Far as the eye could reach, a
vast basin spreaid out in a succession of green plaing, marbled
with woods and lakes of every form and extent—a boundless
emerald surface. 1t must have been a rapturous moment for
the traveller—more thaa e¢nough to repay him for atl his toils
and dangers—when his cyes ficst wandered over this spleadid
expanse, untrodden by the foot of man, now for the first time
disclosing its beauty and sublimity to an appreciative ob-
server. It carried the mind back to the ages when primeval
man took possession of his fair heritage, and gazed with
wonder and worship on the green earth and its glorious canapy
of light and blue, Omnipotence, primitiveness, tranquithity
were stamped on every thing. How different from what
iguorance had pictured was the real acene! lnstead of im-
passable morasses, grim rocks, stuated woods, scowling
deserts, a scene of striking beauty and mysterious grandeur
met the eye. ‘The soft breezes came laden with the scent of
the wild flowers. The great plain was alive with a vast
variety of birds and beasts, whose movements gave animation
to the landscape, and whose tameness showed how innocent
they were of the desigos of man, the hunter. North and
south in undulating beds stretched the vast savannas—lakes,
brooks and skirting woods giving variety to the scene. Here
and there, for more than tea miles; & yellow green surface was
spread out without n single rock or sbrub or any inequality
in the uabroken steppe.. The deep-buaten deer paths are
geen, like 8 vast network, scaming the surface in all direc-
tions. The courage of the adventurous traveller rose, and a
passionate longing to penetrate the uvknown land took Los-
“ A new world,” he wrote, « scemed to {nvite
us onward, or rather we claimed the dominion, aad were im-
paticnt to proceed to take possession. Fancy carcied us
swiltly across the island. Obstacles of all kinda were diapelled
and despised. It was manifusted on every hand that this was
the reason of the year when the earth here off:rs her stores of
productions. Laad-berries were ripening, game birds were
fledging, and beasts were emerging to prey on one another,
Everything animate or inanimate seemed to be our own,
There was no will but ours. Thoughts of the abarigines did
not alter our determination to m-et them, as well u3 every.
thing living that might presént its2)f in a country yet un-
trodden and before unzeen by civilised man. | now adopted,
as well for self-preservation aa for the sake of accomplishing
the object of my excursion, the gelfufependent mode of life of
th~ Indinn, both in spirit and action.”
2scendiog from this mountainous belt which encircles the
coast, Cormack entered this open interior, which he found to
be level plains or savannas, compnsed of fine, black, compact
peat mould, formed by the growth and decay of mosses, and
covered for the most part with wiry grass. He decribas it as
‘being in reality # magoificent, nataat deer-parks, adorned by
woods and water, The trees here sometimes grow to a con-
siderable size, particularly the larch ; birch is also common,
The deer paths are countless, tending from park to park
throngh the intervening woods, in lines as establizhed and
decp-beaten as cattle-paths on an old grazing farm, It ia im-
porsible to describe the grandeur and richness of the ‘scenery,
which will probably remain long andefaced by the hand of
man.” Nota trace of the red Indians waa found in the whole
route. The Baothics, or Indigenous Indinns, are long siuce
extinct. o
It took the traveller a month to cross this savanna country,
which appears to be about 150 miles in breadth, The progress
was slow, as, in order. to examine the country, ha'did not
follow n direct course; while in order to find game; nnd to
get round the extremities of woods and lakes, ha had fre-
quently to adopt a circnitous route. . Thiere was no defiviency
of gnme—deer, ducks, geese, beaver, and trant frow the ponds
and bronks, constituted their food,  Wild berrics were found
in prodigal abundance.
daya after his slock waa conwnmed, he falt ‘a long'ng for
bread, but after that did not mise it, . The venisan he found
excelivat, the fat upon the haunches boing oftsn two
inches in thickners, -He had no troubl: in shooting (le
futtest of the herds of deer which were met, © The leading
o

is aa tall an a horse, nnd‘munt sometimer ho shot at full speod,

- hix heart, ho falls at ouce, probably balanced on all g,

“approach of man,

Cormnck says that for the first ten -

T

plerced bll"n{he
tosges his Rntlers

sometimes by sur'prlso.k The ball hav'ibg‘
bounds, gallops, canters, falters, atands,

_lis sinowy lHmbs quiver, unwillingly bend, aud he atrotche,

out hia graceful corpsge. “Should ths ball have prssed through
Thero is regret as well as triumph folt in taking posscsui«):r';f
the noblu vanquished ¥  Beavers: wero found in- great abup
dance ; also black ducks—the finest table birds in Newfound,
land. -So unsophisticated” wers the trout, from their bl‘ln.
unacquainted “with  man, that they took the artiﬂcirxl. fly
merely by holding out the line in the hand without a tod
“No country in tho world," gays the traveller, ¢ can afford
finer sport than tho interfor of this island in the midst of
August and September. The beasts of the chaso are of a
large class; and the cover for all game excellent.” )

Tu these savannas of the interior the proportion of water t4
land is very great, ‘In some directions northward one hy)y
scems to e Inkea of every sizo and form ; in other directions
one third, and scldom less.  Where berries are nbun,{m{
great numbera of black bears congregate, but they aro harm.
less.  Wolves, too, are common, but they fie from the
The rockys noticed were granite, quarty
chloritic greenstone, mica, and clay slates. ” Bat one autimry'
peak or granite pap wag met with, stauding very conspicunye
Cormack named it Mount Sylvester, after the name of nig
Indian. To the north-cast of this peak are displuyed the
features of the summit of an immeoenar monntain muss, ax i
just peeping above the carth,  Huye blocks of red, pink, and
grey granite, coarse-grained, but compact and granular, lay
around, in cumbroux or coufussl henps, like the rufus of
world.  Quartz rocks, both granular aod cotapact, the Litter
sometimes rode-colonred, were often found associated with
granite. - Plates of mica six inches and upwards in leagty
were found attached to the quartz when associatd with
granite, Rolled agates, rometimes trangparent, were found
on the shores of rome of the lakes.

Tbhe countleas deer-paths proved that the whole of the ip.
terior Is amply stocked with cariboo, who migrate to the
narth-west in spring, returning to the south on the approach
of winter, No such herds of reindeer are to be met with i
any part of continental America; and they are superior even
to those of Norway and Lapland It is net uncommon to
meet with specimens welghing aix or seven hundred pounds,
Were these reindeer utilised, as they are in Lapland and Nor.
way, vast benefits might be realized. They are casily tamed
when yoang, and could be conducted from pasture to paxture,
as in Norway, by qualified herdamen. There ean be no doabt
that this savanna soil conld be reclaimed by drainage and
tilling, ko as to yield green crops—a process which has been
succeaafully carried out in Scotland snd otber countries, A
vast grazing country will one day be found where now these
deer-solitudes extend. The climite is fur superior to that of
the regions along the eastern shorea.  Fogs are rare, and the
summer warmth is delight:ul. Daring the two manths ke
apent in the interior, Cormack mentions that there were but
eight rainy days, four foggy days, and forty-one bright days,
The prevriling winds wers westerly,  Frosts did not set in
till the second week of October,

After a month's travel over the Savanna country, Cormack
at lenxth reached s hilly ridge in the westwand, which ns
named Jameson's Mouontains, sfter Professor Jameson of
Edinburgh., This ridge proved to be a serpentine deposit,
including a variety of rocks, all Iying in nearly vertival strata
alternating, ¢ The minerslogical appearances,’ says Cormack,
“ were altogether 20 singular that I resolved to stop a day ar
two to exwmine them. All the bighest parts of the ridge were
formed of this metalline rock, and were extremely sterlle
Thi other rocks were noble serpentine, varying in colonr from
black green to a yellow, and from translocent to semi-trans
parent, in strata nearly a yard wide ; steatite or soap sinns,
verde antique, diallege, Aad - various other magnesian rocks,
Sterile red earthy patchen, #ntirely destitate of vegetation,
were here and there on and adjacent to the ridge; and oo
these lay heaps of loose fragmenta of asbestos, rock wood,
rock leather, rock horn, and stones light in the hand, re.
sembling buarnt ‘clay, cum multis alits, the whole haviog
the appearance of heaps of rubbish from a pottery, but
evidently detached from adjoining  simta and veins. |
could not divest myself of the feeling. that we were'in the
vicinity of A quiescent voleano.” Thia range Ix abont 1,200
feet above the tevel of the sea, The serpentine deposits of
which the=y ar: formed separats the low slate country, covered
with savannas, through which the pranite rocks occasionally
peep in the east, from a high and geanitic country that p-
pears in the weat. After crossing the latter, with great diffi-
vr:}nlty and amid many bardships, Cormack reached St, Guorge’s

Ay,

In future papers I propose to give rome account of the
various animals found ia the interior and elsewhere.,

dlotes and Quevies.

All Communications intende i for this’ Column must be al
dressed ta the Elitor, and endorsed ¢ Nutes and Queries.”

In Qunen Elizabeth’s reign (1581) there wore a set of roguss
called coney-carchers; cheats and mnsterlesa vagahondy who
fell apon the young and unwary, hut did not nse violencs,
Maasingor alludes to them {n his play of the # Renegadd” i—

AR come out, Sirst
W are smok’d for being coney-catehert;
My master is put In prison.”

Falstaff, in © Merry Wives of Windsor,” after remarking t0
Pistol that he is out of heels, saya ;' [ must coney-cateh,
miust shift,”

Master Slendor in the same play tells Falstaff that he has
matter in his head against him and his coney-cutehing raseals,
Bardolph, Nym, and Piatol, hecause they earrded himoff (o8
tavern, and mude ‘him drank; and afterwards pivked bi¢
pocket, B . X

Can any of yonr readers glve ma the definition or the
vation of coney.calcher? ‘1 find no montlon of the wor
Francis Donce's jliustrations of Shiakapeare, = R '
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