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over tu Belinda's stand of Lloîcr5, exclairnin-, as
she bent over thems

IlWhat exquisite peraniums these are, Miss Ilar-
sudsonbo do you manage to preserve thons in

suhperfection during the winter; mine are nothing
cornpared to these, you make me quite covetous."

Belinda instantly came forward.
IlYou sem very fond of flowers,'" mie returned,

cc iil you allow me to gmather you sorne V'1 and shie
commcnced breaking- off one or two, of thse inest.

Oh, no no, pray do not," said Mrs. Fortescue;
1I have a sweet collection bere,"' and sise heid up

thse bouquet which Blanchard had given hier. Is1
it not a love 1 1 would not add one leaf to it for
worlds," pressing it fondiy towards hier.

W~ili Yeu give me one Belinda 1" asked Blan-
chard, witb a smii. foul of meaning.

IlMuet I1 try you again V' she returned, piayfully
placing thse flower in bis hand, with a grace sa ivin-
ning, that lbe was eonstrained tb remark:

Il You are indeed ail gentiencss, my own confiding
Belinda. ; how difficuit it wouid bc tb chafe your
sweet tomper."

" Oh, praise me not," replied Ilelinda, wlîile gra-
tified affection beamed in hier soft eyes, as she met
hisi full ofadmiration, ccit is most dangerous, par-
ticularly froas you.1"

" Captain Blanchard," said Mrs. Fortescue, Ilat
..what beur tornorrow will you corne tp me VI

e"i:a an ft quite sure that 1 can attend you to-
iMOM~W," hie returned, as lie ieft tise recs.

." Obi, indeed Yeu must, it is our second relsearsal,
and you were se inattentive a Romeo, thse iast titue

stbat it was quite shoekig-you must reily leiirn
te die with more. propriaty. Miss Harrington,
1 am go.ing to. bave an amateur play next wee14 1
bope you will.come to it-I arn prornised a full at-
tendance, and I bave got much a mwaet dreas for
Juiet,' 1 bad it sent me frorn Paris."1

Beiada's hsappy countenance again bacame ovar-
*caàit, but se spoke nlot.

l'And wbo is to perfora Juliet îl" asked Mr.
Danvors.

«"Who.? wly mnyseif of eourse--now do, there's
a dear, take tbe part of the Ican apotisecary.'

IlThatasigt be dangerous, for I -shouid ha soreiy
teMPted te Poison you is good earnest."

IlHOrrld creature)" murmured Mrs, Fortescue,
rnoving away, and taking up a book fromi tse table.

Blanchard bad drawn near tse oki cbair during
tisese remarks, bie looked en it -for, me Uie, and
thon said te Belinda-.

&cHow weldo I rorneîmbo tbiâ I 1eon almoes,
fancy thse oid lady stili recliwing bere--som were
happy days love, were they net 12"

"TsywreIneçi"replied Boiinda, witis a
gentlamigh; ansd yat Iwould net recail thens, oS
Smy 0wn dear grandosansa, evan if. 1 could, te u
îwe,14m g.»

Il That was sadly spoken, Belinda."
"Harvey, will yoss grant me one favour," ansd

she approacbed bias nearly.
IlYes, mureiy, a tbousand, wbat would yOiu

bave 2"'
Belinda besitated, se seemed fearful of express-

in- lier wisbes, at lessgtb se gained courage to say:
I would wisb you to bave notbing to do wltb

this foolisis play."
I care not for tise play," hae quickly rejolned

'but as I bave prornised, 1 mnust perforrn-and if
you. wish t please mE., you. wil endeavour te rime
aboya theso foolisis prejudices-salal we go doivn
stairs M"

Shie aeceptedl tise arrn lie offared, wvitb a subdued
air of disappointrnent. H1e thoen approacheit Mrs.
Fortescua, and ligbtly toucliing bier on tise soulder
with the flower bie iseid, addcd:

c'Presto balla Signora. "
."1How eould you disturb me," raturned the ladyý

starting round, and iocking Wp in bis aea with
childisis simpiicity; 1' was reading 'Newtonm
Cardlephoni'-l deciare 1 should become quite good
if 1 were to remain in this room. What is Carde-
pisonia, it is, sornatbing frorn the iseart is it flot ?Il

<'Aye, tise heart is a dangtrous subjet,1 -rôplied
Blanehard; Il "i bas a wiil of iLs e>wn, wbich, rey
flot bc controlled-what may you Bel"ad 1"

IlThat if we suffer it te follow its own inclina-
tions, tbey will ever lead us te ouil and te morrow,"
misa repiied, in a low soft tone.

IlAnd bow may thse torrent bc ternned, swoat
lady 2",

IlBy prayer tu Han who nover tarasmwey. tu
cur petitions."1

Her voice, un tise utteredtsese *few wordm, ap-
paared te touais hins, for bis liht manner underwesst
a change as hie premsed tise aras wbieh bang upc'
birn. They tison left tise roorû, foliowed by Captais'
Harrington and Mfr. Danvers, wris had beconIe
excellent ftiends. 1 tood. fora moment 1o watch
thair recodiag oteps--tso gay, muéec stili reaoudW'
from below-bright forma wenre apidly paseiJif
wisile tise laagh and sounds of mirts rung.in 10Y
cars. 1 bastiiy closed tise ucor, and cam»ing mYseif
into, a seat, covereit my face isitis boh ndu.

"lNo,"1 1I exclaimed after tise reflection ýof MOOiY
minutes ; IlBelinda will, I fear, nover know Js'P
ness witb Harvey Bianeisard-sis power omer lier "'
greatar tisai se imaginas, mand will need lber COf-
stant most sLrénuosss efforts te arremt its plrfflê5

ch, bisi not tbo one te bave trusted wltthe 1w O"
1

*baissg, who un oe moment ho caresses as'd tie fleXt
ho chcks, according te bis caprice--b s 4 1l' 400
vrolatile, te. youcg, aà~ tue hbeatiful, -and -1 w

*aura te good impressions I arnconvuadJiO10
liber the more for bier engaging pietY, aven 'whli. le

i appears to coademn its stratomm. W.lhie lIay,
for wbo but oae wbose every thoUgt 1WOr sud. w-


