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oocans roll between them. Sometimes the way-
ward son, wandering in far-off lands, heara thosongs
his mother sang, and is charmed by its music to
know and serve his mother’s God. Caroful and
melodious singingin the home fits persons for singing
elsewhero, ospecinlly if persons are taught to sing
correctly, gently aud tenderly, and without much
inswramontal accompaniment. Then the hymmns
learned hy the young linger long in memory, a
precious i.oritage against days of darkness and
sorrow. Let parents tet the examplo of song, and
the children will be sure to follow. Take timo
now and then, and enjoy an evening of sacred
song. Lot the voice of rojoicing be heard in the
tabernacle of the righteous and prayer and praise
ascend to the throne of God. Let each child havo
his hywun-book, and ho will learn to prize it next
to the Bible, and will from it gather many
precious truths which will go with hin to life's
Jatest hour. Whoso offereth praiso glorifioth God,
Let us have more praising and less murmuring,
more song aud fower complaints. Instoad of frot-
ting becaunse of evil-doers, lot w8 pray; instead of
repining at our lot, lot us leave our burden at the
cross, ‘‘and bear a song away.”— The Common
People,

INFIDELITY,

The Old Testament Scriptures contain much that
is history; but it was necessary that the history bo
written to connect Christ with the promise that
God made to Abraham, ** that in Him and 1n His
secd all tho families of the carth should be blessed,”
as well as the prophecy ** that he should be of the
root and offspring of David;” and cunsequently, as
David's royal son, should by right of inheritance
rule aud reign over the house of David, to govern
and establish it forever in truth and righteonsness,
The O!d Testament history ditfers from ail others

.in this respeet—unlike many who profess to.tell

their experier ces und only tell the right side, it

elis it all. Infidels hurl the sins and shortcomings.

of David agaivnat the Bible because it says ‘*he was
a man after God’s own heart,” and yet during his
lifetime committed svme fearful sins, for which he
was puniehed, as well as others of the Old Testa-
ment characters—foigeiting that 1t was after he
had repented aud forsaken his sins that he was a
man after God’s own heart.  On the same principle,
if » man who has been a profane blasphemer and a
drunken sot, who has abused t1s manhuod and the
nearest and dearest ties of nature, who, after hoar-
ing the glorivus Gospel of the grace of God, is con-
vinced of its truth and convicted of sin, who truly
repents, and instead of profuning the name of God
he uses -his tongue to praise Gad, from whom all
blessiugs flow, instead of drinking distilled death
and getting drunk snd abusing Ius fawily, he tuas
away from that course ot hfe snd becomes a hving
demonstration of the power uf the Gospel under
the influence «f Christ’s teachtug aud example, who
is the only true wmodel of life aud principles that
are grand and uwoble and inspiring and soul-saving.
Agk the father or mother who has ason who is
wayward, who drinks and at times becomes jutoxi-
cated, if they would not like to seo him converted
to God and become and imtator of the sinless
Jesus? Thero are hundreds of thousands of such
characters who, under the power of divine love
and truth, have turned right away from that course
of life, whoso hearts.are glad becauso. Jesus lived
to teach men how to live, and died and lives again
that we, too, may attain to eternal life through
Him, who is the only aud all-sufficient Saviour of
all who will come to God by Him. Until the
doubting and unbelisving world gives us an account
of the origin of all materiel things, as well as of vur
own origin, also of tho puwer that governs and
controls the seasons and the attitude of worlda to
worlds, that is as good apd reasonablo as the one

given in the grand old Bible, we will cling to our
mother's apron.atring and die rathor than give up
tho Biblo. Until they give us a character that is
the equal of our Lord and Saviour Jeaus Christ—
and they never will—we will cling to Christ.
Jesus, in Thy transporting name
\What blissful glories rise;

Jesus, the angols’ sweetest themo,
The wonder of the skies,

Jeavs, thou friend of mavn, God mauifeat in the
flesh, in thee I see the beautiful, sublime, majestic,
grend, divine culinination of perfected humanity,
my Saviour and my King. 1 love Jesus because
He first loved me. 1love Hir because He died
that I might live, Ilove him | causo there was
nothing that was little aud narre 7 and solfish and
wean in hin,

There i8 not a desiro of tho soul that is not met
in thee, mny Savicur and my Lord. I have ties
that bind me to tho world of doparted spirits, and
who has not? The lessons of thy life, the glory of
thy power, thy resurrected victory over the power
of death, binds our svuls to theo, and through theo
to the Father of our spirits, and to tho spirits of
tho loved ones gono before. Glory to thy matchless
name, Ours is not the wail of despoudoncy and
gloomy doubt in tho hour of sickness and death.
It is not *“ Lot us hope, after all our doubts and
foars, it s well with our departed dead. Ah no.
1t is theo glorious, blissful, triumphant hope uf the
gospel. Wo believe that Jesus lived, we believe
that he died, we beliovo that he lives enthroned in
glory at Gud’s right hand on high. The same Josus
that said to the Samaritan woman, ¢ ‘Chy sins are
forgiven thee;"” the same Jesus that rostored the
widow of Nain's son to life; the same Jesus they
was hotrayed by a kiss: the same Jesus that was
arrayed in & purple robe, crowned with thorns,
that prayed while they scoffed, scorned and derided
Him: ** U my Father, forgive them, for they know
‘not what-they do.¥ The same-loving, warm-heart.
.ed Saviour is seated at the righ. hand of God, with
the crown of tke universe upoa His brow, and He
lives to bring us to glory and to God, He lives to
plead Rie merits in behalf of all who will come to
God by Bim. We expect to see Him; for Ho has
prowised that those who are His Ho will bring
with Him, that they may be whero Hoeis. Aye,
more. Joho says, ** We shall be like Him, ror we
shall sce Him as Ho is.” To be with Jesus, and all
the justitied and sanctified and glorified forever
and ever; to roasm the over-green fields of ever-
Jasting Nifo; 1o euter upon the patrimony of the
omnipotent, omniscient, all-wise, self-oxistent, un-
caused Cause of all cases, our Father who is in
heaven; to meet the patriarchs and prophats,
Noah, Jub, Daniel, Abruhawm, lsaac and Jacob,
Mary Magdaleno, Mary the mother of Jesus, the
wwolve apostles of the Lamb, and all the horoes
who have ever lived and served God and honored
the divine authority of the Son of God,
in one grand ro-uuion of the trinmphant multitude
of redeommed souls; to meet nll our own loved
departed over there; aye, the dear little cherub
that eaid, ** Good by, Pa ; come back soon,” and was
stricken down with disease snd hurried off too soun
(though we took the wings cf the lightning express),
to sy **Good-by for glory and the paradise of God.”
Yes, we hope to meet them. Wo know thoy are
Jooking for us. It wor’t be long, either, until all
the toils of life are over, and we shall pasa over the
river and come up on the other side, through the
power of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We
expect, as sure as God hves, and he does, to meet
thew and sit down with them at the marriage
supper of the Lamb, aud dwell with them f rever.
But, Mr. Doubter, vnholiever, what ia your hope?
What are your anticipations? You have none.
You are without God and without hope in the
world, Turn away from gloomy, despounding
doubting, and flee for rafuge and lay hold on the
hopoe of the guspel, the only auchor to the soul.—
R, H. Singer, in Leader, .

God brings no man into the conflicts of life to
desert him. Every man has a friend in heaven
whote resoucres are unlimited; and on him: hie may

call at any hour and find sympathy. and assistance,

INGERSOLL’S CRELD,

THE lectures of Joseph Parker, D.D., iu reply to
*What muat I do to bo saved,” by Col. Ingersull,
recently published in 7he Monthly, ury timely and
unanswerable, and will be appreciated by the
Christiat world.

R. J. Burdette, “‘the Burlington Hawkeye man,”
whose wit is familiar to ail, has replied to somwe of
the more noted epigrammatic expressions in the
same lesture of Col, Ingersoll’s.

Says Bardetto:— :

** We subjoin a few articles of this areat man’s
creed; just to show from what book he got his
declaration of fuith;—

*“The men who saw the miracles all died long
ago., I wasn't acquainted with any of 'em.”—
Ingersoll.

“Samo way with the moen who saw Servetes
burved. But the colonel belioves that Servetes
was burned.

“ A little micacle now, right here —just a little
ong — woultd do more towards the advancement of
Christianity than all the preaching of the last
thirty years."— Ingersoll,

¢ ¢ It 1hey hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they boe persuaded though one rose
from the dead.’ " ( Linke xvii:31.)

¢ * If thore is & God in the univerze, Ho will not
damn an honest man,’ — Ingerso’l.

* ¢ A fnise balauce is an abomination uuto the
Lord ; but a just weight is his delight.’ ( Prov. xi:
1

**Their 18 unly one true worship, and that is
tho practice of justice.” — Ingersoll,

*“*Render, therefore unto Cwsar the things that
are Ceesar’s aud usto God the things that be
God'’s. ( Luke xx:25)

*+ God will not dumn a good citizen, a good
father, or a goud friend.” — Ingersoll,

¢¢ Cortainly not, or any good msn, ‘A good man-
showeth favor and lendeth ; he will guide his sffairs.
with discretion. Surely, he shall not be moved
forevor ; the righteous shall be held in overlazung
remombrance.’ (Pax. xii: 5, 6)

¢4+ Study the roligion of the body ia perference-
to the relizion of the soul. A healthy body will
give a healthy mind, aud a healthy mind witl
destroy superstivion,’ — Ingersoll.

*“ That explaius why the Indians have no super-
stitions,

‘¢ People who have the smallest sonls make the
most fuss about saving them.’’ — Ingersoll.

¢ Of course, colonel, they are the hardest kind
to save,

¢+ T will never ask God to treat mo any fairer
than I treat my fellowmen.’ — Ingersoll

** Well, that's perfectly orthodex. ¢For, if ye
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men
thoir trespasses, uneither will your Fathor forgive
your trespasses.” ‘For with what judgment ye
judge ye shall be judged, and with what measure
yo meto it shall be measnred to you.’

¢+ Upon the shadowy shore of death the sea of
trouble casts no wave.’ -— Ingersoll.

¢ The colonel must have been sioging that good
old hymn, ¢ When I can read my title clear, in.
which occur the lines:—

‘¢ And not a wave of trouble roll
Across my peaceful breast.’”

Tuar Bov.—His name 18 not Solomon. There
are mavy things ho does not know. Remember
that he is only a boy. You were one ounce. Call
to mird what you thought and how you felt. Give
that boy a chance. Keep near to him in sympathy.
Be his chum. Do not make too many cast iron.
laws. Rule with a velvet hand. Help him have
¢ agood time.” Answer his foolish questions.
Be patient with his pranks. Laugh at his jokes.
Sweat over his conundrums. Limber up your
dignity with a gamo of ball or a half day’s fishing.
Youn can- win his heart utterly. And hold him
steady iu the path that leada higher up. That boy
has a soul, and a destinyg reaching higher than the
wmountain peaks. He is worth a million times his.
weight in gold. ‘

1t is not our rock, Jesus Christ, which ebbs and
flows, but the sea of our own unsatisfied, restless.
lives. Wa can trust Christ that we shall always
find him the same, in his fixed purpose to save, to
protect, to bless.

Look upon the success and sweetness of thy
duties as very much depending upon the keeping:
of thy heartclosely with God, in them.—Flavel,

-



