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Gold as a Therapeutic Agent.
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The use of gold as n medieal agent
is of considerable anliguity, dating hack
to a very early period, aud, like mercury,
whose action it much vesembles, it was
accounted of great value by the alchemists
of old,

Centuries ngo, both precious metals and
stones were eredited with wonderful heal-
ing propecties ; and the dimmond, the sap-
phire, ruby and wnethyst were supposed
to have marvelous virtues.  The apothe-
caries of the seventeenth century used it
largely as o stimulant, also in the treat-
mend of epilepsy, and it entered as an in-
gredient into many of theiv compound
elixers and other preparations.

Culpeper, in his  “Physician,” says,
“Gold is tempurrate in gravity, 1t won.
derfully strenglhens the heart and vital
parts. In cordinls it resists melancholy,
fuintings and swoonings, also fevers and
falling sickuess, and all such like infirmi-
ties incident cither to the vital or animal
spivit.”

An ancient poet quaintly remarvks ;

“ Tor gold is cordial, and that's the veason
Your raking misers live o long a season,”
Down to the very carly part of this

ceutury it was in most of the pharma-

copeeias of Furope, and was preseribed
largely for syphilis: but like usk and

-other expensive remedies once frequently

employed in medicxl practice, the internal
administration of the precions metal has
almost entirvely dropped out of use.

The physiological action of the salts of
gold may easily be tested, and it is also
stated to have dinphoretic propertics. Tt
was frequently used by medical men fifty
years ago in the treatment of syphilis,
many of whom helieved it to be superior
to mercury in severe cases.

‘One of the oldest preparations of .gold-
was known as crocus solis, and prepaved
m several ways.  The crocus solis of Ger-
many was directed to be made by first
making an amalgam, composed of 1 part
of gold and 6 parts of mercury, and tritur-
ating it with twice its weight of sulphur.
It was then heated in a crucible till the
mercury and sulphur became dissipated,
and the gold remained in the form of a
brown powder.  Another method of pre-
pavation, also, was by precipitation, as
follows:

R=Divided zald..... .......... qe &

Acid, nitwo-hydrochlor.. ... ..q. s,
. Todissolve the metal, dilute the acid
solution with 12 parts of water, then add

a solution of potash to excess.  Wash and

dry the precipitate thrown down.

A frequent old fashioned method of ad-
ministering a preparation of gold- was by
vubbing it into the gums or over the
tongue.

Crocus solis formed the base of several
preparations, such as Kornmmaun's panacen,
in wiich it was combined with hydmgyrum
sulphuret and oil of cinnamon ; also wold
e bastshorn, that had great r('pufuti(;n as
& cordial and sudorific, and was composed
of crocus solis and prepared havtshorn,

The stannate of goldy well known as
the purple of Cassiug, was formerly pre-
seribed internally, to be taken in progres-
sive doses of o to 1 grain, from 4 to 1
grain being also recommended to he yub-
bed over the tongue.  The metal itsclf
wang used in the form known as divided
gold, made by forming an amalgun of
meveary and gold leaf, in parts of 1 Lo 6,
the mercury being taken up by hot niteie
acid, then dried, and the residunm pulver-
ized,

Divided gold wag administered in doses
of 4 to & geains daily, by rubbing on the
gums. It was used also to make the syrup
of gold, a prepavation reconnmended in
lotions for applieation to syphylitic uleers.
The formula is given as follows :

Re-Divided gold..... .. .. ... 2 o
Simple or gum gyrup 1 oz,

Mix intimately.

The chioride of gold was once frequent-
ly ordered in medicine, and usually given
in doses of 4 to a } of a grnin daily, and
was also used in making the pills.  Com-
Bined with starch it formed the powder of
chloride of gold.  The tinctura aurd wasa
somewhat expensive preparation, and made
in the following manner .

R—-Tuare gold....... O I\ [

Acid. nitra-hydiochlorie. . ...l oa

Dissolve and add

OL rosmiar...cooeeenioiian. 2 co.

Set aside until the color of the acid dis-

appears, then add
Rectified sprrit. . .ovoane . Soz

The dose of this tincture was from 5 to
10 drops.  Another form of aurate of am-
monia,-known as auvrmn fulminaris, Tt
was made by precipitating divided gold
from solution in nitro-hydrochloric acid
with ammonina and was prescribed as a
dinphoretic, in doses of from 3 to 6 grains.
It was vsed in the preparation of the bal-
salm of gold made by dissolving one purt

of aurate of ammonia in 4 parts of oil of

juniper. A popular remedy largcly used
in continental countrics was kuown as
ieneral Lo Motte’s drops, and consisted
of aurate of mmmonia dissolved in nitvic
acid, and diluted with vectified spirit. It
was regarded as a sovercign remedy in
more senses than one.

The bromide of gold has been recently
prescribed by several medieal men in eases
of epilepsy with success. It is given in
doses of 3% to % of a grain, so it i< quite
probable we way sce gold again come in-
to use in medicine, and its preparations
once more on the shelves of the pharmacy.
—Pharmacenticdd Jowrnal and Transac-
tions.

To istNGUisn ArTiFtcian rion Gey
CINE Musk. - Your. ferredes gives the
very simple expedient of placing it in con-
tact with sulphate of quinine.

The artifical musk gives up its odor to
the quinive, while the true musk remains

unaflected, retaining its penetrating odor:

in its entirety.

T ) -
Quinine will preserve mucilage, paste,
&e.” *

Aie You Aware of the Fact that

CHRISTMAS =

Is Coming ?

And with its approach the raising of thut puzzl.
ing question : *What is the BEST gift 1 can
wake to my friends and relatives ™ As filling
all thiese requivements what conld he more ap-
priate than a year’s subseription to

“THE GOSMOPOLITAN”

the biigltest and cheapest of all the moisthlices,
Such « gift will bring the memory of the giver
to mind with each reetrring month,  You ean-
not. possibly make a present of wmore nseful
and delightful character. Send in your sub.
seriptions now, so that they can begin with the
superh Christius number,

The Gosmopoliten Magazing

$2.40 A YEAR.

Uy a speciad arrangement with the Publishers
we are enabled to oflfer THE COSMOPOLITAN
and the CANADIAN DRUGGIST together,
till December, 1891, for

$2.20 A YEAR.

Remit by P. Q. Order or Registered Lelter to

CANADIAN DRUGGIST,
STRATHROY, ONT.
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& CO.
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Wholesale Druggiss
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WIKNIPEG, MAN.



