
THfE BEAVEII.

bc cornposeti tltoëetitel. of tic rcîîîaiîîs of Sîîî:îll >ants, suiel as the
asterophyl lites isii< spliiophlyl lumi, of wlîich it 1îu.eeîv s 111.1 v
Ucautiful impressionîs.1>T..

tecstrTIlE BEAVER.
Titis animal, th a8o ie fLiniaus, itiliabits the teinperate

and stib-frigid c]iînatcs of both conîtinîents ; the Aîîîericaîî vîîricty
diflXering hardly ait ail fi-oui the Eturopeiiii. Its body is iueirly cylin-
drical, incrcasing, huwever, towavds the lîips. T1he, fiir ig rcedditih
bruwn above and greyishi whîite beîîeathi; that aibove is coarse,
smtooth and glossy, that bclow dense, soft and silky. lIs Iitubs anîd
neck arc short, givingr it a thicksct, squat appcarancc. Its tail la
flat, scaly and ovai. [ts, gencral lcngta is about thrce feet, and it8
welight twelvc pouinds; thougli niiueh fincr speciîîicns than this
have bccn met with. Indeed, soine sportsnîcon staite that thcy have
taîkeiu them -%veighiing near sixty potiuds; but sucli assertions, like
the narratives of veterans, of ten require tlic cuana grano salis saute
to rendcr thcrn cither digcstible or paiatable. The fore fcct are
used to, convey food te tîc înoutb, and are irmcd ivith claws. The
hind feet arc ivebbcd. Likc thc kangaroo, the beaver lias tic habit
of resting on the tripod forrned. by its hind feet aind tait. Ait tine-
tuons sccrction la containcd in a sac bcncath the tail. Its tccth ýarc
twcnty i n nunîibcr, consistiug, of two superior and two, inferior
iucisors (of great strength) in thc front of the mouth, and four
niolares on cacdi sidc boti above and bclow. Thc genus contains
but one spccand we Iîardly need rcînind the reader that it fornis
onc of thcgnra of tinit order of anîmalia cahled, froua thcir
nibblinoe mode of fccding, the rodentia.

Thcticaver wvas oncc a denizen of ail Northa Anierica; bat tliat
ruthhess policeman, civifixation, lias ordcrcd it te Ilmrovc on," wita
its brother forestcrs, both bipcd and quadrupcd, and itis nowv hardly
found cast of thc Allcghanies, or south of Lat. 4.5. In uorthcra
Canada and the &Territory," as iveli as in the central and louclier
parts of these lowcr Provinces, it still plies its quict toil, and 18 imn
objcct of intercat both te, the student of nature and the courier dus
bois. Bet'veeu the upper course of the Ottava and lake iluron
thcy are espccially numerous. Thc beaver is cntircly a vegetable
feeder, loving the bark of the biych, the cotton-wood, and the wvil-
lowv, cating aise berrnes, heaves, etc., Mienr not 1better provdced. It
bQ as miglit bceoxpectcd front the nature of its food, and its want
of natural wveapons, a gentle animal. The young are bora iu the
spriug, the litter usually numbering threc or four: thcy 'remai a
year or more withi the parent. Thcy prefer te live in socicties on
the banks of brooks or ponds, but oceasionally near much larger
bodies of watcr. Long-fellov lias distilled poetry fromi the subjeet
of their liaunts in Hiaiwaita

Inlu r uiddlc or the forcst,
By .1 sîr-catilet. sti1 anid tiiiquil.


