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FARADAY, THE CHRISTIAN
PHILOSOPEER.

Conspienons ameng *he greal names of
those who have misen from the Jowllest
posttions to tho greste.t ewinencs in the
pursuit of physios? tratu, sisuds the nawe
of Michael Faraday, who well earned tho
atill mors noblo distinotion of bsing, in &
pre-eminent degroe, a Christian Fhilo
sopher,” His Gathor was a jonrneyman
blaoksmith; a humbloe lodging over a
coaghi-house in & Lordon Mows was his
enrly home; aud his fivst employment was
-that of a bookbindor’a apprentico. But the
boy had magterad the elements of ¢! loarn-
ing, in resding, writing, and arithmetio,
aoquired at a common day school; and on

_this foundation, guite safficiont, if thor-
oughly laid, thie futuve philosqpher begen
"to build a saporstruelure of his own, by
diligently veading the books within his
yonoh, His matural bont soon developed
“jtself in his foudness for books or chemistry

¢and olootriol.v, and he begéu to uitend
evening leotare : on natural philosophy, an
older brother kindly paying tho necessary
-hiilling, witloh was beyond the capacity of
the Jad's ownpurse, Witk howr much plea-
-sure, ond wordd think, must that brother of
Paraddy's have romembered in after days,
this little act of fraternal kindness, which
had helped ths distingnished philosopher
40 his fedt-step in his successfol oureer |

At tﬁa «olosa of his apprenticeship, Fara-

~day did not very long remain a book-binder.
Having sesured the notice of Sir Huwphroy
Davy, by some notes whidh.ke hnd write
ton on his lectures, he received through his
:interest, the,post of Amisiat in the Liabor-
atory of the .Roya! Institation, of which
Bir Hump%rey was Director. The position
and the sa.l'agy were humble enough, but it
.#eourad him no common advantagesin hie
ceonstant intercourse and assooiation with
Davy {nhi investigations and experiments,
'tybio he.cohsfdered to be  an inexhausti-
4o ‘inlne of.knowledge and .inspiration.”
‘Among the investigations which he was
et pifyileged o witoges was that resulting
Hn theé dlioo‘voyl of the safeiy lamp, with
" iwhich Slr Eaumphrey Davy's name will
.always bo assoointed.
A fow months after his appeintment he
nt a fow months abroad with his kind
Patron, keeping a jonrnal whish evinces
the .quickness of, observation which the
study of natural sclence is so well fitted to
develope, whilq his letters to his home ex-
hibit the strength of his domestio affections.
' On reftrning to. England he bagan to use
his dwnrg(}bru of information for the bene-
Bt of ofhers, in delivering leotures at the
City ,‘P)ﬂlolqphiotl Sooiety's xpoms, while
oArrying on his own self-education, and
fstibfully petforming his ordinary daties.
The investigations which he raade on his
own sacount being published in scientific
Journals, soon made hisname pretty widely
known, and basides besoming & member of
various sociefios, he received in 1828 the
.eovetod F.R.8. to his name, an honournot
however ashioved without some opposition,
the most painful instance of whick, to young
Faraday, must have bwen that of his first
patron, Sir Humphrey Davy.
In 1821 he was united in marriage with
.one whose love he never ceated to consider

Lis most valned possession. His leiters to.

her during brief separations, reveal a deptk
and ardonr of affsction whose bonds time
ouly drew oloser, and the ourrent of his
domestic happiness flowed on through his
life, & peaceful and uarufiled stream.
Four yoars atter, he was advanced from
his position as Chemionl Assistant, to that
of Director of the Laboratory of the Royal
Institution, which he retained to the end
of his working days, declining professorships
and other appointments which would have
removod him from his first foster-mother
in sciense, for whom he telt that both duty
and gratitude oclaimed his gervices Ho
however, in addition to his work al the
Royal Institntion, undertook, in 1829, the
duties of lecturer at the Royal Acadamy at
Woolwich, and iu 1838 beeaxe professor of
Ohemistry a% the Royal Institution, with
aa addition of $100 to his formes salary of
the asrae smonnt, a salary which svems
singularly Inadequate for a thoroughly
equipped eclentifio man, doing importard
wotk. Yet he was exiremely rslustant to
sosep} & pension from gevernment, aud
aveit alter his friends had extorted a hard.
wob §onsent, he withidrew it again, in con®
seduence of an offensive expression, used
by Lord Melbourne at & private interviow.
Mdr wonld hie eeteact Lis 7efusal except on
sopdition iuat the expression should be
for, & eondition which it is o
ToNi:MeTbourne’s sedit that ho complied
wilh; whlle the inaldéns 1n an svidenes of
$he mmenlinees snd independenee of oliarne:

‘to apply those moenial operations which I

teg, whioh Faraday umted with much
gsntloness sud simplioity,

Tu 1880, ho rocetved the Government
appolntment of Setentifio Adviner to Tiinity
Honse, aud in this onpnoity, carried out
aoro nended fmprovements in Lighthonsos.
His sorvicss to the State wers always will-
ingly rendered fros of oharge, whilo he iu-
variably deshnod applications for hisnidvics
from private sourcee, afthough in ting way
he might have sesared large orolumonts,
resisting all temptationn to turn aeide from
the steady prisuitof truth in order to amass
wealth. Indeed,ns the salary mentioned
coaged altogethor after a time, Tyndall
says of hime, witkzout the least exaggoration,
that ho * had to choose botweon & fortune
of £150,000 and undowered solende,” How
many in this nmoney-worslipping age would
have chosen, #8 he did, the * undowored
goienco?” 1In ono of hie earliest leotures,
ho geoms to have thus indicated one of the
leading prinoiples of action which guided
his fife.

¢ is not ho who hae soared above his
follow-oreatares in power, it is not he who
ean command most roadily the pampering
couch or the-costly luxury ; but it is he who
bas done most good to ‘his fellows, he wkd
has diveoted ‘hem in dhe weak mosment,
aided thexa in the moruent of necessity,
and enlightened them in their ignorance,
that leads the ranks of wmankind.”

And in the peace of mind and satiefaction
of conscience wich he enjoyed, he had an
abundant vreward, even in porscnal happi-
ness, for his unselfishparsuit of noble aitas

His lifs was a quict and relired one,
divided between experimonting aud leotur-
ing, and varied by oconeional exoursions to
the cowniry cr the Continent. Je went
but litstle into society, in grder to have time
for his importany work. Xis lectures were
charaetorised by remarkable clearness in
presenting and explaining soientifie truth,
and those which he gave to popular audien-
ces wero oagotly listened to by the elite of
London Sguiety—ss those of Tyndall are
now; Prince Albert.and the royal children
being frequently present.

His extensive eorrgspondence included
such names g Humboldé, Arago, Liebeg,
Babbsge, aud one name ot less. illustrions
inthe political world, shat of Liouis Napoleon,
who, while & -oaptive at Ham, wrote for
advice about s voliaio batiery., Honours
resched him from other lands, as well as
his own, in various marks of distinetion
from foreigu governments, aud he was
offered the presidency of the Royal Sosiely
and the Royal Institution, both of whick he
deolined, . - .

But the distingaishing grace of Faraday's
noble life was his thorough and pervading
Christisanity. Iis geligion would have
stood the test given by the author of some
powerful satires recently published, as be.
ing * that which informs snd possessse a
man's soul, and rules with despctio sway
his whols life.” e belonged to s small
body of Christians called Sandemanisns,
whose prinoipal tenets were those held by
most Evaungolical Christians, with a few
minor pecullsrities, They gave special
prominence to thelife of falth, and believed
that, like the primitive Ohristians, believers
shonld hold their possessions for the com-
mor good, and should refrain from laying
up in store for an uncertain funture. For
some years, Faraday dieobarged the duties
of an elder in his churoh, preaching on al-
tornate Sundays, with much earnestness
and uonpretending eimplicity. In private,
he was very reticent on religious sabjects,
go much so that Tyndall says he never
gpoke to him of religion, exoept in reply to
his questions, One oan soarcely help re-
gretting that Tyndall should not have heard
more of Christian trath from one whoee
soientifio eminence commanded his respect;
but Faraday was by nature singularly xeti-
cont aud undemonstrative, and bis lifs gave
a moro powerful testimony {o his faith than
any words could have done. And insn
age like the prosent, when so many physi.
oists are materinlists or sceptics, such a
tostimony &s the following to the relative
places of Investigation and Revelation,
Raason and Faith, is doubly valuable when
coming from a philosopher like Faraday.

« 1 beliove that the truth of that future
cannot bo brought to man’s knowledge by
sy exertion of his mental powers, however
exaltad they may be; bul that il is made
hnown to bim by other teachings than his
own, sud ia recsived through simple belief
of the teslimony given. Xet no one sup-
pose that the self-education I am about to
commend iu respect of the things of this
lits, extends fo any consideration’ of the
uope set before us, as it man by reasonivg
oould fad out God. It wounld. be improper
hste to enter npon this subject furiher than
to olaim an absolute distinetion beiwesn
religions sud ordinary belisf. I shall be
reproschad with the weakness of xafusing

veory highest. 1 am oontent fo bear the
reproach. Yet ovon in earthly mattors I
belisve that * the invisible things of Rim
from the oreation of the world are olorrly
geen, being understood by tho things that
ara made, evon His eternal power and Gud-
hoad;™ aud I have never seen anything in
competible betwsen thoeo thiugs of man
which ean be known by the apirit of man
which is within him, and those lugher things
couvorning his fature which he ocanmol
kuow by that apirit.”

Noxt to his earnost Ohristianity, the
most remarkablo traits in Faraday's ohar-
noter, wore his porfest simpiioiy, gentle-
ness, Kkindnoss, freedom (rom vanity,
high toned morality, genuino tolor-
ance and simple rovoronce, Thoronghiy
averse from show and ceremony, his man.
ner was oharfoterised by a polish and re-
finement not often’ fonnd in solf-educated
men, and dus probably, okiefly to the six.
plicliy and refinement of his nature, and
to his Jove for the * seoioty of good books.”

In 1865, feoling the symptoms of an over
taeked brain, in & frequently reeurring gid-
dfneks and loss of memory, he resigued the
directorship of the Royal Institution, and
retived to Hampton Court. Thern for {wo
years he lingered on in a state of weakness
and deoline, but able siill to enjoy beauti.
ful:neenery and postry, his faverite reore.
dtions, and ¢ just walling,” as he said, for
the message which pame at length to call
him away, on the 25th of August 1807, in
hio'sixty-sixth year,

It is well that such s life as Faraday's
shonld have been lived, to show alike to the
sofentific and the religious world, thatthe
most devoted pursuit of physioal truth ixin
nowise ineompatible-with the most implieit
faith in the Oross of Christ and with the
most earnont spivituality of mind 3 and fo
cotpel;oven a soepiic to say (as Tyndall
did) of bis last resting placs in Highgate
cemetery, *though this God’s acro is the
1ast retreat of many sn eminent man,we
may.confidently say that it does not con.
tain one more $ruly groat than that of this
blagksmith's son."

macmatnt—
——

¥or the Presbyterian].
THE LATE REV. HENRY RENTON,

BY BREV. Ju 3 KING, Mih.

In the first week of the year, s minister
of the United Presbyterian Church of
Scotland passed away, who for almost half
a oentury has oceupied one of the mos! im-
portant pulpitsin the south of Sootland,
and whose name and person even must be
familiar fo many readers of the Bririsu
AMERIOAN PRESBYTERIAR; we refer to the
Rev. Henry Renton, of Kelso.

Mr. Renton was born in Edinburgh in
1804, His parents, very different in their
natural dispositions, were both aliks emi-
nent for ploty and active interest in every
goold oause. 'The father was a quiet, up-
right, consistent Christian merohant, atten-
tive to bueiness, but not so engrossed with
it a8 not to find leisure for rendering much
valued servics both to the Chureh and o
the State. He was for fifty-thres years a
manager, and for forty-eight an elder in
Broughton Place congregation, and its
treasurer for forly years, The mother was
a small, intelligont, publie-spirited lady,
with a pleasant face, a well-knit frame, a
ready tongue, and 2 heart full of sympathy
with the oppressed, the suffering and the
fallon, Sno was an enthueiastio advocate
of freedlom for the slave, of total abati-
nence, of prison roform, and indeed of
every good cause; and, notwith.
standing the demands of a family
of ten who reached mature years,
ghe managed to find fime and strength to
render important personal service in eon-
nootion with asveral of the charitable insti-
tations of the oity. In the walks of
Hdinburgh oharities, twenty-five or thirty
yoara ago, no form was better known than
that of Mrs, Renton.

Mr. Renton inberited his mothex's dispo-
sition. He was frank, activo, and eminently
public-spirited. His conrse of study, which
embraced atiendance at the Universities,
both of Edinburgh and Glasgow, and at the
Theolagical Hall of the United Presbyter-
ian Churoh, was considerably longer than
that prescribed by the Churoh. At ils
olose,he was licensed to preash the Gospel in
1829, and on & oall subsoribed by over soven
hundred nawmes, he was ordained a minister
of the congregation of Kelso, on the Gth of
January, 1880, o this aphere ho remain-
od, first tho assietant pastor with Mr. Hall,
then sole pastor, aud for some years the
senior pastor, uutil the close of his life on
the 4ih of January, within two days offthe
forty-sevenih suuiversary of his ordina.
tion.

Mr, Rénton was possessed of & clear,
vigorous, logieal mind; one able to take &
oomprehensive visw of any sabjest fo

think good ia respest of bigh things tp the

whioh 1t tarmed, aud to prevent it in weil.

ohoson wnd oven elogant words, It was
culiivatod by wide reading, large inter-
oourse with raen of all classes, snd exten-
rive travel, ombracing journeys to Sonth
Africa, Jamaics, tha United Sfates and
COavada. He was distinguished above
moet, by oandour, sourtesy, n high senso
of honor, by overyihing in short, which
goes to mako a Christian gentleman., His
wmost charaotoristio trait was fearless loyal-
ty to principle. Whother in the courts of
tho Ohurob, of which ho was a oconsiant
attendant, appoaring in them and taking
aotive part in the business, when men
loss ardent, or lens sonscientions wenld have
boen in the sick-room ; or, on tho platform
of politioal disoussion, whors his powerful
voice was ofton hoard ; there was no doubt
as to whore Mr, Renton would be found.
Trimming was his abhorence, acd com-
promige hardly less so. No men was ever
motre fearlessly xesoluto in carrying out s
right prinoiple—or what he believed (o be
a right principle~fo its uimost conss.
quenoss, In doing this, howevor, he never
forgot what was due fo the counvisiions of
others, and accordingly, while himself im.
movable, he was never bitter or sbusive
towards opponents. On quettions of doe.
frine ho was eminently conservative; on
politioal and sovial questions, he was ex-
ceedingly liberal, setting his face and rals-
ing hisvoice on all cecasione against op-
pression and class privilege in every form.
On many subjeots, both ecolesiastjoal and
civil, he held opinions in adyanee of most
of those around him, He was among the
first, for example, almost forty years sago,
to advooate in the Synod of his own church,
the examination of students, by » Board
of Examiners, appointed by the Synod ;
anil though the dootrinal controversies
whioh thén arose, delayed for many years
the obange whioh he advooated, he lived
to seo it adopted by all the Presbyierian
churches of Scotland, and by mauy outside
of Seotland. ’ .

Mr. Renton wag & clear, fluent and
vigorous preacher, a diligent aud faithfal
pastor, a wiso counseller of his peopls
wheh any of them were in diffienlty, and
s warni sympathizing felend to those in
{rouble, His manse was for many years
the seat of a generous hospitality, in whish
some of the highest of the land,.and.many
who were humble enough, shared, and
received equal courtesy. It might be ex-
pected, of such & man, that he would bave
high ideas as to what ohiurch membership
fmplies, and that he would be strict both
in his admissions to the Lord's table and
in his exeroise of discipline towards offend-
ers. He ocontinued, notwithstanding, to
retain to the 1ast, the unabated attachment
of the large oougregativn to which he
ministered. His moral and intellectusl
qualities combined, made him a man,
whom many warmly loved, whom more
highly respected, whom some feared, and
wbom none conld despise.

From a copy of the Kelso Olronicle be-
fore us, we see that a company sséembled
to shew its respest for his memory, which
im point of members, aud wide rauge of
gocial position, and of looality, the funeral
of no other person in the distriot could
have, gathered.

In the beautiful town, of which he was
the ornmament for almost half a century,
bis tall, thin, graceful presence will be
froaﬂy missed, and by many, even in this
and, who in other years enjoyed his
ministry, or rallied to battlo with injustiee
at his oall, he will be long ard gratefully
remombered.

NOTES FROM MUSKOKA.
BY REV. A. FINDLAY,

Mgz, Eoitror,—Wo have just finished our
minsionary tour through this distriot, and as
a fow jottings by the way may not be un-
interesting to the many roaders of the
PrESDYTERIAN, I send you the following.
But first a fow words about the field. We
bave hore three districts lying side by side
Muskoka, Nipissing, and Parry Sound.
Tho former of thess lies within the bounds
of the Presbytery of Barrie, the latter in
the Presbytery of Owen Sound, and Nipis.
sing so far as I know has as yet no presby-
torial connection. As this distriot is fast
filling up with settlers, it will soon require
to be recognized and active operations ear-
ried on in it.
150 miles long by 100 miles wide. The
field proper assigned mo is the former of
these distriots—bui as it is—I sometlmes

Parry Sound distriet. Asno protest agains
this tntrusion has reached me from the
fathers and brethren of the Owen Sound

Prawbytory, I presnme no grest haem has

boen done. .
It was resolved by the Preabybéry of

Barrle to hold missionary meetings in the
varions stations in tkis diviriet during-the | .
present winter, aud for this purpows the .

Rav. D. McDorald of Creemore was ap

poinied delegate. Our werk cemmtemeed

The whole territory is some |

find myaelf in Nipiseing and again in the !

on the 16th of January at Gravenlmrst,
whe.s thongh the night was stormy v~ bad
a very good meeting. From thene. 8.
falls, Draper, Monck, Braeebridge, and
Baysville were visited i sucvession. With
goarcs an vxception the attondance was as
largo as conld ba expeoted and {n some
instances larger than we autiojpated.
Brother MeDonald (who was paying his
firat visit to the distriot) freqnertly repeat-
ing the question, ** Where do all the people
corae from ?"” At Bayaville espsclally the
mooting was very onjoynble, where wehad
a warm house well fllled, and & vory ex-
oollent ohoir under the leadership of the
Rov. Mr. Reyu.lds, junior minister of the
C. M. Clhiurch on this clronit. From this
point Mr. MoDonsld returned to Braces
bridge on Saturday to take tho Sabbath
pervicein theso atations while I romained to
tiold sorvice at Daysville on Sabbsth
morning. On Monday morning we again
took the road for the north, holding a meet-
ing a8 Allansvilla at 2,80 p.m,, and at
Hunisville in the evening., We were glad
to seo that tho friends here have gat tho
frame of their new oluroh erested and
enclosed. Wo trust thoy will not bo weary
in well-doing, but will carry it on to com-
pletion during the next summer. Our next
appointment was at Doe Lake, some
:’lhixty-fonr miles north and west of Hunts-
ille. One way led ns through the town-
ship of Perry, said {o contain some of the
best land in the district, It is quile new
but is settling rapidly, As yet we have no
station in this township, but this will be
remedied we hope during the next senson,
as many of the settlers are Presbyteriavs.
From Doe Lake which was tie inost
northerly point touched by us, we-turned.
our tuces homeward striking seroes o the
Nipiesing Road by the Missionary Road.
‘Whence this latter road got its name we
could not find out by enquiry—rwe coneclud-
ed that it must be from one of two reasons.
—-eoilher because it is travelled only b
missfonarios—we found no track, but had
to break our way over the greater portion
ofit—or heoause like the missionnries path
generally it hao its difficulties. We reached
Seguin ¥ally abont 2 p.m.,, ready for din-
ner, which in a fow minutes waa ready for
us. After en%‘oying the hospitality of mine
kost Mr. D. ¥. Burke, & warm friend of alL
tyavelling preselisrs, and resting our jnded
steed, we again set ont for Rossesn, our
piace of meeting for ,that evening, My
good brotherand I had & very convenient
arrangement for making time by the way,
whioch, however, failéd us on this oecasion.

" | My walch was forly minutes fast by the

correot time and his as many minnte
slow. We had hitherto ltuiyted in th:
morning by my watch and opened our
meetingsby his, whioh gave usan hour and
twenty minutes to come and go on. But
even this simple device failed us on this
ocossion. That Missionary road had spoiled
onr oalcnlations, and it wassomswhas past
the hour of meeting ere we arrived at otir
deatination. However in the domfortatis
quarters which we found waiting ns with
ourkind friends My. and Mrs. Reid, wosoon
forgot the woary wiy we had travelled that
day. For want—not of a better—bn! of
another place of mesting, Mrs. Reid had
placed at our disposal her parlor, a large
upper room, wherein we found s goodly
number assembled and waiting patiently
for us. Wéhope by next winter that omx
friends at Rosseau will be able to hold their
missionary meeting in the new Churok.
Our next ap;igintmonts were Raymond at
2 p.m., and Deebank at 7.30 p.m. At botk
places the meetings were good ; the inforest
in the eause in both plnoes being apparent.
ly revived, Ounr last meeting was at Port
Omling. Thrcugh the kindness of Mr. A.
B. Bhannon our pony got arest, he driving
us fo this appointment some fourteen miles
with his own horse, leaving ours by the
way, The meeting here was small, as the
Presbyterian element is somewhat scatter-
od af this station. That samo evening we
reached home agaiu in safety, having visit-
somesixteen townships and held as many
meetings, and in order to do this having
{ravelled nearly 300 miles in the outter.
‘We have great reason for thankfuiness
in connection with this tour. We were
preserved from all danger and acoidext,
nothing more serious than the breaking of
both catier and harness befell us, and that
is saying a great desl considering the roads
we passed over, Evorywhore we experi-
enced that kindness and evjoyed thak
Lospitality for which the settlers in Musk-
oka are proverbisl. Tho weather was all
thot conld be desired. Not & single disap-
pointment was experienced either in reach«
ing appointments or in finding proper ar-
rangemonts for holding our meetings.
Wo have sitonded missionary meetings
| in other places, when in a thickly settled
corumunity wo had little more than a beg-
garly array of emply benohes. In marked
contrast with this we had seitlers in some
instances coming five or six miles with the
ox-sleigh that they might bring their famil-
ies withthem, and in others men travelling
oight miles on foot to be present, Tha
eflodts of these r_neetingu eannot bat be for
good to the atations, I they do nothing
more they will show those who are de-
prived of the meana of grace for six months
of the yesr that they are not forgotten. By
drawing their aliention to what in bein
s B b B
er intereat in her prosperit
will be kindled, and we boliovopiu Iz)nuny
instances our people in thess siations will
be stirredup to do more for themselves,
Oue eollestions at_the meelings amounted
1o thiriy-seven Qollars. But as I have al-
ady excesded the space I intended to oc-
; bupy, srdhave not yet aaid all I wonld like
i lo su¥ regarding this most important field
. I willl pawss here in $he meantime.




