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CANADIAN CONTRACT RECORD.

February 9, 1893

wmade 1o secure the necessary  tunds to erect the
budding. .\ building permit has been granted
10 John Rankm, parr att. 2 story bk. dwellings,
110 112 Peter street, cost $1.800,

FIRES.

‘T'he town hall at Port Hope, Ont., con»
tamng the market rooms, minket cleih’s
restdenc ey butcher stall and pohice celbs
was bumed o the ground  List week.
Loss $235000; lnsurance $1o000. St
Judes Episcopal church at St John N. B,
s been destroyed by tire. Loss, $10.000;
msurance,  $2,280. The Goveinment
wanne shipping oftice at the same place
has also been destroyed. .\ C. Vanchaw's
restdence at Port Aathw, Ont, was des.
tioyed by e last week.  Loss, $3.000;
isurance on bwldmg, $1,000. - A grain
clevator at Mexandin, Ont, onwned by W,
D. McLead, and occupied by J. K. Mee.
Gregor & Co., grain merchants, was total-
ly comsumed by fire on Saturlay last.
The bulding was msured for $1,000 and
the contents for $4.300, which will onlv
parhalle cover the loss. — The Menzie
block at Arnprior, Ont, contaming M,
Alexander Menzie's drug store, the tele-
phone office, Mr. Campbell’s grocery stare,
Dagenais clothmyg  store and Russell's
bithard roon, was totally destroved by
fire last week.  The total loss 15 placed at
$200000. The Enc Glass Company's
factory at Poit Colborne, Unt, was
wotally destroved by fire recently.  Loss
$30,000: panally covered by msurance.
On Sunday last fire at Chailotictonn,
P, destroved the bk buildigs on
Qucen sticet owncd by Hugh Monaghan,
and used for statwonery and grocery stoies.
~ The hardwaie stare of Pringle & Clums,
at Guelph, Ont,, was complerely destroyed
Ly fire on Sundav morming last, together
with the entne stock The bulding was
owned Ly Mr Maurice O'Connor, and
wats insured for $3,000.~The gents' fur-
nishing store of K. J. Fallis, Yonge street,
Toronto, was badly damaged by firc on
Tuesday last.  “FThe building was owned
by Messrs. Hughes Bros,—A building at
Sarnia. Ont., known as the Pacific House
and recemly occupied by Mr. Maurice Joy
as a hotel, was destroyed by fire a few
days ago. It was owned by Capt. James
Oag, and was fully insured.

CONTRACTS AWARDED.

WINNIPEG, MAaN. The contract for
constructing the Mavfair avenue sewer
has been awarded to Mr, W, F. Lee, at
the price of S2.144.

Porr1 STANLEY, ONT. - The promoters
of the london X Port Stanley R.alway
have awarded the contract for bulding
ship dock at this place to a Cleveland fin,
the contract price bemyg 313,000,

TORONTO, ON1. -Messrs. Medler &
JSenot have been awarded the contract for
cribbing on the Esplanade under the boat
houses at $2.79 per cubic vard, and that
for other Esplanade cmb work at $2.07
per cubic yard.

HaAMILTON, ONT. — The Board of
Works have accepted the following tend-
<rs for annual supplies : Spikes, Carpen-
ter & Ramscy, $2.27 per keg ; cedar and
tamarac blocks, D. L. Vanviack, 37 cents
per yard ; lumber, R. Thompson & Co.

‘WOODEN STAIRCASES THE SAFER.

Can wooden staircases really be the
best and safest?  This question arises
when one reads the remarks reported to
have been made by Superintendant Sav.
age, Chief of the Manchester Fire Brigade,
viz.: *“A wooden staircasc is the safest in
the cascoffire. A staircase of stone looks
incombustible, but once it is aitacked and
-one keystone “dlics,’ as we say, with the
‘heat, the whole thing will o by the board.
Wood is the safest bwilding material in
the world. so far as fire**s ‘concerned.
Build your theatres, for instance, of wood
coated with asbestos paint, and make
-everybody come upstairs to get out.  Then
you will never have a serious disaster.
People cannot fiull over cach other,when
shey are climbing, and a wooden staircasce

will hold together as long as o scrap of it
w lefi.” This opinion, which is m accord
with these of Captam Shaw and other ex-
penenced firemen, sill be read with sur-
prise by many theattical numagers and
others.  Jutention.

MAKING SOLDER ‘N BARS.

There are vanons ways of makmg sol-
der, and nearly ciery person you meet,
who knows something on the subject,
when asked “How do you make your ~ol
der, what are the proportions, et.2” rephes
variably in a dificient tenor to what an-
other of the fratemty has presanbed s so
the better way, 1 thmk, 5 10 hen what
cach has to say and then judge fn oneself
as to the best plan to adopt.

Having been “through the null™ myself
1 have gamed a lhittle experience here and
there wineh hias proved benetiaal to me.
These httle hars which hereafter appear
are given with the best intentions and m
no spirit of biaggadocio, and 1 will en-
deavor to make myself asexplicit as 1 an,
because they were found great obstacles
ar ~stumbling-blacks 10 the wnter when ke
wis paying his “imtiavion fees.™  In all
large towns there are stores over which
hang thiee yilt Lalls, which are best desiy-
nated as “pavwn shops i these placesare
bought for a mere song, old pewter cups,
teaspoons, cte, which they are geneniily
wilhing to dispose of at i small remunera-
tion of, say 130 per cent. We will con-
sider then that owr pevter s obtamed,
and from the same sowice we have bought
some old lead  be caeful about selecting
this; of possible pick out sheet metal and
dabove all avaud old gas pipe, as it is not
lead atall. It s a composition which s
known m the trade as “compo " and is
not suted for the manufacture of ~older.

Cut boh the metals wmto small preces
and first put your lead in the crock or ladle,
as it mehtis slower than the pewter; when
same begins to fuse put i the peater and
at the same tume diop m 4 httle resim ora
picce of tallow candle, which will cause
altimpuritics toriseto the surface,  These
nupuritics should be skimmed off and the
molten meral stirred up to insure a thor-
ough amalgamation. The allay <hould
now be run out ready for use. There are
various ways of doing this; some pour it
out on a flag-stone, others in angle iron,
etc., but the better way is, 1 think, to make
it i bars, which keeps the metal in com-
pact form and is handier 1o mampulate
with than several modes that are adopted.

It simply consists of a piece of sheet
iron about the same thickness as two cross
sxxt tin, which 13 corrugated in arcs or
half-circles, as figures clucidate, and can
be made 1o any size to = nt the fancy, A
convenient  size, however, is 12 wches
wide by 18 inches long, which will be
found large enough for several ponnds of
salder.  Next make a framework of wood
whose inside measure is scant the size of
vour iron plate after same isfluted, and in
this frame secure at each end by means
of three screws the sheet iron plate.  Care
should be taken to make frame fit snugly
so that the solder will not run through,
and, lmight add for the inexperienced, that
black iron must be used and not tin-plate,
as molten alloy will adbere to the tin for
“keeps'.— American Artisam.

USEFUL BHINTS.

The followmg s a simple recepe for
making anuque oak : Taking a weak so-
tutton of sulphate of 1on w water. 15 used
for a dark color, but requires o hittle pra-
tice, wiping the solution on a trial picce.
A safer way for an amateur, is to use
burnt umber in wirpentine, when you can
tone the shade to vour taste.

Ordinarily it is best to remave all the
material to be cut from surfaces on cast-
iron picces as a first operation.  The rea-
son for this is, that when the metal is
taken from such surfaces, the internal
strains arc partly relieved, and the piece
will change in shape.  \When, therefore,
holes having positive relations to cach
other and 10 other working points have
nor been made after the removal of masses
or extended areas of metal, these holes will

be found to have changed m thar iela.
ttons to each other after such removal in
almost all such cases,

Vacmsh made with alcohol wall get dull
and spongy by the evaporation of the al-
cohol, which leaves water in the vamish,
as all commercil alecohol contiuns water.
Take thin sheet gelatine, says the Hestern

Yaenter, cut 1nto stops, and put it the
vartish it will absorh most of the watet,
and the varnish i be used elear and
biht down to the last drop. The gela-
tme will become quite soft 3 itean be dried
and used again,

PUBLICATIONS.

We desnne to acknonled,ie the recenmt
of @ handsomely hithographed calendar
from Mr. Alex. Bremaer, dealer m con-
tractors’ supplies, Montreal.

MUNIGIPAL DEPARTMENT.
THE CITY HALL OF AMERCIA.*

A decided advance m the designmy of
municpal structures 15 seen i the present
tune as compared with @ pened only 2
few vears back,  Buldmgs hke the aty
hall of Milwaukee, or the old city hall of
St Lows  perfectly featmeless editices,
whose domes only hiclp o make the poy-
ertv of the design mare apparent
cven semn-tespectable busldings bike the
old aty hal of Chicago, or pretentious
things ke that of Plidadelphia, have long
ceased 1o he possible. Architectinal taste
has grown out of the tat represented by
the first examples, while the erors of the
the last one are too conspicunts to pernat
any  defence. The most successful of
recent efforts are to be found m small
halls rather *han o Lnge ones,  Of these,
the ¢ty hatls of Albany, New York,
of Cambrudge, Winchester, and  Nonth
Easton, 0 Massachusetts, may well be
taken as examples.  The fast named c»-
pectally ranks amony the most beauntful
of Richadson's design, and shows how
thoroughly adnurablethe municipal build-
ings of a small community may be made,
and what an addition thev may become
to the architecture of the town. Very
different as each of these four designs e,
they have this conmon characteristic--a
careful subordination of any evident cffort.
There is no straming for effect, no atiempt
10 impress by some gigantic featme. The
are calm, careful, scholarly buildings, each
of which might well be tiaken as a1 madel
for town halls in other communities of
similar size and unportance.

We have no city ballin any of the larger
aities nearly as successful as these. It
may not be that our architects are incap-
able of handhng the more comphaared
probiems suggested in large buildmgs, for
they are solving other questions quite «ts
complex and diiicult every day.  Doubt-
less the simplicty of the plan of the small
town has much te do with the success of
the designs.  Thete 1s no need to house
mrumenable bureaus, with multitudinous
subdivisions for cleks., In the smaller
towns an ofiice for the mayor or cluef ex-
ccutive and his clerks, with a room for the
aldeimen or council, and onc or two com-
wittee sooms, suffice for all necessuy pur-
poses. Even when the court-rooms are
included, the complexity ofthe cdifice is not
greatly ncreased.  To these, in mauy in-
stances, is added a room for public mect-
ings, the town hall pure and simple, which
may readily be made the most conspicuous
feature of the design, and thus help in the
making of a successful building rather
than hinder it.

“This latter featme is, of course, quite
unknown in the halls of large cities, but
the difficultics of the problem are not
lessened by it's absence.  One of the most
difficult features presented in large cities
is the buildimg of a hall which will con.
tinue to be large cnough for municipai
nceds for a term of years. Philadelphia
has undertaken to solve the problem by
building a structure much too large for
current necessities.  Brooklyn has sougln
relief by erccung a serics of additional

* A\ paper ly Mr. Barr Ferree, published in the
Engincering Magazine.

buildings, @ gioup not without some pic-
turesque vatiety, but unfortunately wint-
ing in indwdual ment, Boston must ot
once butld an entirely new hall, or enlarge
i present buldimg to such an extentas to
be practically a new editice. New York
hias seen its municipal departments over-
flowing intoadozenoutsidestructures atthe
cost of at cnormous 1ent-roll, and stll s
undetermmed in what mannerto find rehef.
In that iy, however, the gquestion tuns
more upon location than upon ways and
means, thoweh it s difficult to understand
why, with the ample available ground m
City Hall Park  wheeh s now cluetly ap-
prediated by an endless army of loafers
there should be any hestanay on this score.

The smple texolution to bwld will not
sohve the problem m the metapolis or
elsewhere. Notwithstandang the Tk of
success  which s attamed many at-
tempts in munmicapal architecune, the pub-
Ite has not autgrown the wdea that the oty
hall must be an impressive stiucture,
And pubhe upimon s quite right. Bw
what a thing should be 1s often very dif-
ferent from what atas. Our aties ate ~o
rapidly becomny examples of commeraal
ar e tare that it seenis not unecason-
able to ash that m one 1y pe of buldding at
least some monumental feelmp be per-
mitted, into which the ornamental shall be
alloned to enter to a greatar estent thim
mto a busmess bwldwg.  But the Luge
buldings have Linled so often o fultil ths
public feelmg  that 1t would scem to
be  Detter, m the end, to treat our
ity badkdings s busmess  bislding s,
which, m ey tuthy they e, Ths
dors not mean that a ony hall should
be a gizante ottice bulding,  hke the
AMasonie Tempde of Clucaga, e the o
duce Eachange of New Yorh, or the Ames
Buldm;: of Bostan, admirable  examples
of commeicial structares as they are : but
the probiem should be attacked ma bus
ness manner, treated imnoa commoen-sense
stvle, and the result m a measure left to
take care of wsell. 1 s well enough to
have a dome, of the stiyle of ardnteane
permits 1t or a tower, i that be moe
keeping with design, but neiher of these
clements should be made the fundamental
part of the whole, nor shauld the effurt be
sunply to hine a great dome ora lofty
tower regardless of evervthing else. In-
stead of being the first consideration such
things should be the last. The greatest
dome will not render any balding more
useful, nor wall ats utility be added to by
the loftiest or most beautitultoner, lake
cvery modern sttacture the aty hall has a
use, as well determined and as evident as
that of an office building or a hotel. No
one should think of putung a dome on an
oftice bwlding for simple esternal grand-
cur, and n ths aulitanan aie oners aie
tilted  with toonms amd made as useful as
the lower portans of the structutes they
adorn.

(o be tontind y

BURNT CLAY FOR ROADS.

The Davenport Nemocral, pubhished i
acity whase brick paving has been inro-
duced estensively advacates burnt clay
for strecimprovement.  Itsays. Guinbo,
or burnt clay, such as railroads are using
for ballast, s the material suggested, and
competent emaneers and roadmakers be-
hieve that it will make a road equal, if not
superior, to macadam or gravel at much
less expunise.

“Tiis burnt clay ballastis peculiar i
its propenties.  There is no other material
like i, andats disungtashing characteristios
arc such as 10 make its friends believe it
is the very thing for a road.

*“It is made by heaping up long rows
of clay with soft corl, much like the coke
ovens with which travelers through Penn-
sylvania are fammhar,  Any kind of clay
that is free from sand will do.  The rows
are fired and tended so that they burn in
the proper manner and the result, when
the fires go out, is alot of burnt clay. It
15 red i color, about like ordinary brick.
1t is porous and highly absorbent. It is
as hard as anything that is of the carth
or carthy. It is casily settled mto a firm
mass without being packed as stone and
other materials are. It will not support




