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CHAPTER XXV.~—Lapy Mivrs,

All hor ol friczds gathered round Lidy
Lester with hearty copgratulations whon
she 01:08 moro found herself aecttled as mis-
treas of Roden Court, Many of thees bad
fndood beea c! tho tamo op'nion ay Mr,
Harford. and bad never taken very kindly
to poor Jim.

‘<lg is o ahooklog thing,” thoy all nid,
ssthis youog mans death, bat it always
sotmod 80 upjust to Alan Limter to lozo bhia
inhenitance—and paor Mrz, Lsyns,” some of
them added with a pleased smile, **shs has
fost her Iast chanco of Rodea now1”

Mrs, Doyne heraelf had felt that {ate had
been most unkind to hsz whea James Lsa.
tor's traglo end finlshed hla ewident intem-
tlors regarding her youngeat daoghtes, Bat
troe to her charscter, sho at once tried to
make the batt of it, and tbere are alwaya
good-natured poopls in the world who elther
do belleve, or efftct to bellave, whatever
their frisnda chooss to tell them,

Alan and Lady Leater both knew thathad
or Jimlved, In all human probabllity
3Mrs. wortld have persnadsd Lly so
marry bat as Jim was dead, what was
the good of talklog of what might havs
been ? Lady Laster, bigh oinded, snd with
a lofty, goatic graclousnezz of characier,
whish placed her slike above amall motivea

acd amall words, nesver, evea to her zom, |t

spoke of Mrs. Doynpe's disappointment,
Thoy bad both byan touchod and plasted by
Iily’e wish to Jook an Jim's dead faoce, and
y Lestar had kiased the gisl as she went

away with bez large groy oyes foll of sadneas
and girasge awe,

¢¢ J think she wonld not bave trasted my
Al a8 ber sister did,” thought 1ady Les
tec, but on this subjoot, of coarss, she was
alio sllent to bot son, They loved each
other most dearly, those two, but Alan kad
never told his mother what hs felt when
Anpstto's gkirt had actvally brusbed Ext
him oa the mornlng of her wedaing dav.
Fog bis mother's sako he had cndured his
1ife sinoce then, bravely enough te all out-
u;uﬂ mm&g,‘ﬁnt with such real :;miaeu
of spirit that things scomed rotty
cqual valus o hist,- P

Ho {elt thls eapeclally on ths zight alter
Jemee Later bad been 1sld 1 his grave,
Poax Mrr, Lester hed 1eft Roden ascoon an

Fo at0032 now cxaotly in ths
sxpe poaltion 2a ho bad stood scmy faw

aad.

TWhy bad this boea ® bs thought, lookin
up at tho dack misty sky. Hahad Iost fals
pinesa, and pooT Jim hls lifs, by tho
atrasge chazngo that hed -bapoencd to them
both, And Anceits—xo sno over armied
bar $0 kim pow-~no 026 but that ocooe when
LBy bad spokea of by Bat Alan never
{orgothsr, Ho thonght ofber mnlx!:g. 1%:.

z—

Axnd whlle Alan ~zs thas pacioy up and
down tha terrase at . moden wisl, folded arms
and glocmy brow, thinking of bls Joas lova,
at the mmse mamaat Aornette's haart waa £l
:!i ;lth tho bliteraat rogrst asake thovght

-

She bad hxrd tzat mscaleg from her
mother, 30d knosw now 3hat Alsn laotsr
wan ondd more {akis old place at Rodes,
and thas har own marriags Lad been a fatal
and lrreperable mistaka, She had tried,
hooatly tricd, tomake the bms olit, bat
Slir Rupert s ohangeicl tampor mads 1t .
possitle to mathiy him. He was surploloes
and jealousto such a palnlal degres that be

I existonoe. It amountedalmoest to wadness,
Annsttecitsntoldborself dnxinﬁtzu dreary
Jnatneying {rom clti tooity v she had
gor> through sinca her marriags. Inltaly,
about the g of tho now year, nge
had been attackod with a sor$ of Inurmlb
¢ing fever, really bronght on by worry and
constanttraveling, she did not at onos
throvw {¢ off her hushand inaisted apon ro-
turning to Eo%hnd %0 oomwult the doctors
11kers, zod tho tizat home nswa that Annette
{ recetved was the tragto story of Jim Lester's
death and it immediate efieot or Aluns
positaon,

Aanstie shod soms very bitter tesrs, the
bittersst toars of all her lifs, over hor
mothers letter. Firabe bad loved Alaa,
aud asske thought of him, tle,
always oonziderate for othsrs, sho mentall,
ec:ng:{xncd him with the beadstron on-
ats g with whom ‘zbs tad her
iate. Ruoper: Mllealoved ber indeed, bus
u_'m;.s ll:ms g:: hteaed hu& t!:!:: sus-
pec er, TR Box
and was full of nlﬁahnes.mp‘ o !

She was Hl] when they Tescked tows, yet
he would hardly conaent for her mother o
bs seat for, Bat the doctor hs had called
In adviaed thia, and 0o Annstis was allowed
t0 writs and ask her muther to stay with
them ¢ faz a fow daye,” and ihiz faviation
gave Mrz, Doyno {nexpranalble gratifica.

1.
Doyna in trath bad bedored secretl

Alrs,
a Hitle unsasy about Auvnstlo, a3 tho Colo-
nel openly 0, The M flos' were known o
boa*'s famil
and Ansette’s letters.kad cextainly been

pec tiea Sicr Rapart insisted npon sce-
ing cvery lino his wife wrole er receind.
As bo soaroely over lsft hez ildo, Acnette
had no chanes of writlng a private letter
olther to her mother or to Lily. Shs had
thos naver writtan to Lily atuce her marri
age. She did rod care for her nataral words
to her dear youog slddor togo ander ter
Acabazd's sa {03, Sho corld acs write
ooldllz ‘:o L::Il. sad Slx-llf%t: ha'v:m.lc‘l Bave
‘Bot a joalousrags 4 expressed
knez a0 focllogs.

e W3S particamr aooty twilies, a=d he
Eﬁxo&tbe dayard the traln ho allowed his
,wother-in.Jaw, Mra. Doyne 1o be tavited,
'Ausuts daze not ahow ber real tharkfolnees
‘0208 £0T9 to be allowad toses oos of ber
hown piopla, If ehs bud, Slr Ropart w.ald
Lo all probability bave tslegrzphed to khar
'other 2ot to come. He wai quite capabls
of this, and In her foar raaaths of marrizgs
1 carned thar to shew any
ploatnrs tnooanecied with har hmband was
S Thereaas patorally goo

was na great cxaitement at
Bisgeiard Grangs at tho 1dss of Annstie's
return fo Exgland, and at the Idea of reeicg

hnafdr..

*¢] sball po suads Sir Rarert %o oo
down to Efbton,” mid M. Doyne to ber
s 0 a3d danghder, 1iitls gusming bow Jdiff-
cait Sir Rapert was to pertusde ; “ang then
we s2all ase moze of Anrsito—it will bo
ploanat to bavo herasar us,”

Ttls recnsrk was wade dorbg Mra
Doyne's axultation at receivizg $hs Invita-
tiea 30 vlalt Axontte for a fow dayz at ber
bouse Ia tows, and bher.aos, Aajor Doyxe,
who was now stayisg in Kingalerd, pulled
his iotg tawny moustachs taocgbﬁaly. and
wovdered whethes blamother ware Tise to
wishto bring Annetlo onco more la% ths
Bo'RY°4h00d of Alan Lestor,

Majct Doype bad arrived at Kisguiord a
fcw dayz altsr AJan had oooo mots Sakea

o of his old homs, aad the two men

mes with oczzidesabls, though oatirely

m omoticn. They ware matanlly
both tb g of the sams thin t the
bright antoma day wken Frank
caszled the doad soldier’s letter to Alan,

all the bitte broug
mest bare cmbittered any womza's whele| Doyne had l:]amul E;m e e

y" ftem 103t %5 braach, |
ap but satisfactery. Amenghis otherf

Anuetle, forthelr treatmont of Alan;bat
s, Doyne hr.d not allowed him to inter.
Tera, Bhencvor allowed sny ocac to inter-
foro with her, and ahe conld noy of courso
forescs what bad happened, <k told her.
sell., Had poor James Lioater lived, and had
10y warrted hlsu, as Xro. Doyne fully In.
tonded ker to do, Mes. Bo ¢it thas ho

‘| mother voald mAYe mlnlg Dotter for hiet
Author of * YooreRmTs IN THR SKrow,” “Tnr Vioar’s Gov- 5

daughtsie, Asit was, who godld Lave ox-
g:emd that & yo=ng man of his eno, would
ve already got Into ons of thoso ¢ mlser-
sble entanglomants,” and that this wretchid
to maordor her lover because he was tired of
ber! Mes, Doynd had bad such clroum.
atanocds arrsybd againat her that she conld
tos blamp herselfbscauts her plavs had mis.
carriod.
when things s§or Doynoe did not
tell his mothor 8o, but he thonght wias a
pity hls mother had not allowed Annetto to
nct ke ap hopest glr), and how now she
would prebably have been a happy yoang
wife, fnatead of, probably an ppy one.
M.§or Doyne had hearG tometbing of Ra-
pert Mlilez, and ko was aneasy about his als
ter, Withont absalately asjfog o ho bad
conreved this Empresion to his mother, and
Mra. Doyoo was,;therelors; greatly elated
by this lavitation o atsy with Anvette,
and bowtol she would indoos her eor {a-
Iaw %0 b:ing bia wife to Ribton Hall,
Ribton was great gloomy houre, ghewisd
soms five or aix miles from Kiogslord, but
Bo ©ODO l;h:él ever hl‘.(vodththm a‘xrn;-a g‘:’;
Doynea coms into ths country.
that might be all changed. Mrs. Doyne
drcreover and locked at
groat deal about it oafnblll-

Jily was very pleazod to bavo her brother
8$ Kingaford, and thess two walked acroms
the patk to tho Ocurt, on the frst morn-
tog that M:jor Doyne was at home, Lily
bad Dbloomod ont during tho last few
montks, and was now such a very preity
glrl $hat naturally Msjor Daiyne felsnct a

7 | littls proud of her, Thoy taked as they

wsnt wa may bs aure of peor Jim, ard
with a lttle shudder and a sighldly polnt-
od cul tLo spot onder ths leafloss troes

here tho poor jad was foand 'ﬂkvbi-

€1 X :liked him 30 muol,” Lily to ber
Irank glzlzh woy, ¢ he waa s> goad.natur-
ed,and chi Xrask, he lookod 30 beantl.
fol after hawas " .

¢ And yor maw him 1" zaid Doyne, -look-
ing at kis young aistes.

* Yeos ; mother wasso anyry ; but Mz,
Harlord took ms, and Alaz,»

4 Avd P itke Alan?”

¢ You,* answered Lly, and Major Doyre
neticed the audden bluth on tho falr face,
** gveryoas muat like him. Poor Jimwazso
foad of him, ho used % call hima Uncdle Alan,
Itiaall ao mad”

Thoy {ound Alan Laster at homs, and tho
two mea clasped hands almost ic allszoc,

¢ Wall, thers havo been groat changes,”
at lat sid A'a,

“It's bosx » bed buslness,” answared
Dalf:{s.fnmngnmﬂ st his manstache :
* little LO hero haz been showing mo whers
ths 183 was feond,”

¢ Yes,” and Alxn looked st Llly.

¢ I sappess thare's no doubt that girl skot
him 1" continued Dogne,

¢ No rsascnable dotbt, seeminglv—yat X
can't bo'p Tealing wasty for Bar. It secmy
poor Jim tad promised to marTy her, and—">

** And wenldn't, Isupposs ¥’

¢ Ho kad chasgod to ker, and I think ho
{oll in love with acmasbedy olse,” answered
Alss, witk 2 amile, and he agatn looked o

“ Not with LTt 1 szked Doyne, witha
bsg.vhohsd not hazdol Jim's admix
&

¢ B> Wey »y," wmlled Al vst LU
Baad, = '

stook ber

* Howas jost a y" cheesld & J-3
shoald thisk, poor fellow, ks fall 1n love
—~dJdo zc:anlt ?—with evory ene bocams
asar

At all oveats, this

T Laura Davls
12d {allen i love with . Sho cames down
here, a3d oung Chaplin heard her swear

be shoatd saver Uvo to marry anyone elss,
apd the sazze nlght poot Jim msxhot, aud
thiz girl was knowa to havo a
hor—1{t Jooks virz black—dgt she'y, to bo

bad | tried next moath,

¢ Flag s too good ke her,” sald Dogo
axnd theasg.gyobs i 3

youog woman would have been mad enough| Ann

at other pcoglxo alrays, blame us|his

e plape one day, kind

the con\-emuoa,‘}.ni
Tmether, and Blaxmed tmrtﬁno,ivé‘ b they lelt, Jhywith

somo of her old ehyness mentionod Annottes

name.

1 We have hoard from Annette," shesald,
withon) looking In Alan's faco; *‘qpd sho iy
In Irmdog. 8!:0"_:!!:1 notl Wel.!, and mother le

olog to her on Thursday.
g A!azn 161t ashamed whed ho thotght ot iy
Attatwards, of tho gréattitrob #nd {::g shgq
posmed to téar bivhoatt as he llstened to
Lily's words, Hostanimored ; ho tried %o
thake soms common place cemark, and ho
was palofully conaziuas that both the brother
and dlzter miuit know that be still loved

“B“’;o krow anything of Milest” asked
Dovne the next michte, in his quick ner-
vous way, .

¢ Rothing,” auswered Alap, recovering
o IDAQBOT,

#t Oao of odr fellows was staying with
hlm In Ssotland last yearj before he mef
unette, uﬁ’.sscg ac ocdentrld yonth,

{eay,” continn 3yRc,

*Hew 03 ho soosntrlo, Frask1” asked
Llly, now lcoking anxioudy a$ her brother.

“I hesr ho's a devil ol a tamper, my
dear; If anytulng cromes him the whole
houso 1s ralsed ; 8o Cavendish told mn.”

*' Oh ! poor Anpstte,” murmared Lily, al-
most under her oroath )

st wasa mistake,” sald Msjor Doyrze,
¢t however, It can’t be helped now, and she
muvt jaus make the best of kim ; bnt don't
you bo {n such a burry, LiL"

Aftar they wers gons Alsn could goarosly
contrel his mlstrable excitemest. To hear
of her again—thus—fil, cnd with a man
‘withoat i:lrfioont:o!. perhaps crael and un.

0

The idea was terribls to Alan. His love
for Atitotts hed been as wnssliiish asa man's
1ovo can be, and kad shs become his wife
his tordetnazs o het would have known ro
bounds., 1t wishlsnature to and
cherlsh any%hirg small and weak, and the
dumd beats know 1t, and children Jrept on
bisknes, Bot whatconld he do tor An.
nstte now? Nothiag, no be told hlm,
gslf, Thils young madman might beat her.
might kill her, and hs ocnld not interfere.
Bhe had a brother anda fathes, and Doyne
hadsald *1t was o mistake, butshe muad
jast make the beat ¢f 131"

4 Vep,” thosght Alaz, with a Lbitter
heart, “*that Is what we =il had better do,
Axs [ Ioved horso, Ob!myCadi 1lovod
her too well,”

. . L] [}

Ia the meaawhils, the brother and sister,
Frank azd Lily Dogne, wero walking acrcas
tho pud, snd pressntly they zan ap tho
atalroass st Kinzsford like a coupls of chil-
drep.  They bad med tho postman, and
tkero was anothar letter from Annsite for
Mrg, Doyne, and with Ler falr faco flashed
and hor fair balr disordersd, and with her
hatin ber hard, Lily rmahed Into tho draw
iog-room §3 soek her mothor, unaware that
wﬁvhltor ‘was ot the Grange.

o lozs 2 personsge than Me, Herford,
of Kimel, was leanlog againat ths mantel
plece, and talklag wvery amicably to Mn,
Doyna, Mr. Barford had besa thlaking
very seriomaly during the p2at woek, He
had found out he wasa year older than he
one thing. Ho

tain th'nza to be glven op, bat Mr, Har
ford wax 2 mxn of determization, Ho

3
coxxind $ha cost, the pdvantages, ead the
;l m‘."ralmony. aud the ad-
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