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dashea the littie eddy of goodness wlicl is
just nowv covering up the undertow of sel-
flhuess that imperils bis sou]. If then ho
is flot nmelted ifltQ tears ut the etisclosure of
bis heaî-Llessiless, thiat prve probably
ends ln a cloutled brow, ana a feverikih,
querulous seîf-coilflict.

A i-ovengcfîdl Chîristian prays thiat he
ruay have a mnek spirit; that Le nmay be
harmless as (loves; that the synonymnous
graces of forbearatice, long-su tlýrinzg, pa-
tience, inzy adorn bis Iifle; that lie înlay
put away I iter nsad vriath, and augrer.
and elumnour, and evil-speakig ivithi ail
malice; tI'at~ that inid inay be found lu
1dmi w-hich w'as also iii Christ. At the
imonent of this.devotionil episode ln bis
experience, lie feels, as Rousseau did, the
abstract girandeur of a maý-gnaimiity like
tlîat of Jc-sus, There i5 no0 doubt, about
the fervour of bis theoretie love of sueli an
ideal of character; and ho is about to, take
couirage fromn bis rapture, when bis con-
science teconies impertinent, and nioeks
hlmii, by thrubting uipon bis lips thîe worcl
,%vhich are deatb to bis coeit-"I Forgive
iue as I foirive." If thein lie is not
shocked into -,elf-abh)oriîence. at the glîast-
liuess of bis guilt, lie probably exbausts
that liour of prayer- in î»lliations and
compromises, or i n recless impositions
upon the forbearance of God.

A luxrous Chr istian pi-avs, in the
good iset phrases of dce'otion, foir a spirit
of self-denial; that lie may en(dure bar-d-
ness as a good soldier of Christ; that lie
nay tak-e Up1 the cross azîd follow Christ',
that be ma.y be ready to foîsake ail that be
hiath, aud ho C hrist's disciple; tlîat ho rnay
Dlot live luto himself; tlîat be May jînitate
Ilii who wvent about doingr goorl,-
wvbo becamne poor that we miigbt be rich,
aud Who NvepL over lost souls. In such a
prayer tliere may ho, couscï;otsly, uo ln-
sitierity, but a pleasura'ble symDpatliy,
intiier, wvidi the grand thouglits and the
grander f.oeling wlîiehl the lazî1guaige por-
tra.3s. The beart is buovaut ýitih itq

gacn I'lension to the bounids of its
great swdhîîig words.

This Ioeîr of the pride of life docs Dot
dist-ovur lus; self-iiufl.ttioli, tilt conscience
pî-ic-ks hlmr witli suc-h goad s as these:
"cAi-e you living for t'ne things *you are
pî-aying fo ""Wbat one thing are you

doing for Christ which -costs you self.
denial 1"-C Are you seeldng for oppottu.
ulties to deny yourself, te 8ftve ïouls 1»,-
"lAre you willing to be like Hlm wbo bad
liot where to lay bis hend ?"-" Oa ye
be baptized mith the baptism that lRe was
baptized with V" If, thon, this effeminite
oue is not roused to a more hitlk
hife by the uucovering of bis liYpocrisy,
what a sickly murmuidng of I;Olf.-eproach
fils hie heart at the collapso of that
pîayeî I

Sucb is Isuman nature; sucli, but by
the grace of God, are we al,. We must
be duil inspectors of our owu hearts, if
wve have neyer discoz-ned there, lu-ldag
1beneath the level at Nvbich sin breaks out
into overt cr-ime, some single offeuce-
au offonce of fuelingy, an ofl'ence of habit-
lu thought, which for a time lias spi-ead
its infection oveî- the whole character of
Our devotiou&. We hbave been self-con-
i'icted of falsehood. ln p-aypî-; for, though
-Praying la the full dress of sound wvords,
wve did not desiro that our supplications
should b(> board at tbe expense of. that one
idol.

Perbapa tbat single sin bas wovea it-
self like a iveb over large spaces of -our
111e. It May bave i-un like a shuttle to
l'bd fi-o la the texture of some plan of life,
on wJubieh our conscience lias not glared
flercely as upon a crime, because the usage
of the world lias blindfolded. conscience
by the respectability of sucl in. Yet
iL bas been ail the while tighteiuig its
folds around us, î-epresýsin1g u iberty la
pî-aye-, stoppiug the lîfe-lood" and stiff-
euing the fibre 6f our moral being, tilt
ive are like kneeling corpses ln our wor-
slip.

Tbate is a deceptive potion w'hicli nt-
tributes the want of unetion in prayer to
ami aî-bitrary, or even inexplicable, with-
drawment of God from the soul. Aside
from. the operation of physical causes,
whei-e le the warrant, in reason or reve-
lation, foi- ascî-ibing,( joylessness, la prayer
'to any other cause than some iv-ovg la
the soul itself? i Mat says an oki pro-
pilet? le Bebold, the Lord's ear le, not heavy
that iL caunot hear; but vour iniquiies
hîave separated betweea you and your
God. Your sins have bld bis face frorn
you. There/orc, 'we Nvait for liglit, but
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