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THz woods that summer ioved are grey ani barc,
The sombre tzees stretch up their arms on high
In mute appeal against the leaden sky;

A flurry faint of snowv is in the air.
Ail day thc cio'uds have hung in heavy foki

Above the vailey where gray shadows steal,
And I who sit and watch tlmem seem to, féei

A touch of sadness as the day grows old.

But o'er my fancy cornes a tender face,
A dreani of curis that float like sunlight golden,

A subtie fragrance filling ail the place,
The whisper of a story that is olden,

ll breaks the suri through duil December skies,
And ail] the wvorid is spring-tinie in the deep bloc of hutr

eyes.
STUART LiVINGSTON.
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(Continued fromj our 1cr! nzunzber.>

j1}ÇAGEN is not contented wvith the mere
deed of horror, but carnies bis hiatred

so far as to choose the most painrfül way
of communicating to Krimhild' the death
of her hutsband, and have the corpse by
night laid at lier door. When the Queen
goes out to early mass in the grey dawn,
she sinks down in despair over Siegfried's
body on the ±hreshold. After a few dayb
the funera: ceremonies take place with
awful spiendor. The coffin, which had
been already shut, is caused to be opened
again by Krimnhild, who raises vitb hier
white hands the beautiful hiead of the dead,
and kisses it once more. Siegfried's widow
has showvn mnuch self-control at the death
and burial of ber husband. hI spite of
her love and intense grief, she is retpresen-
ted as so far mistress of herseif that she is
able to infer fromn the indented sbield that
her darling bas been murdered. Forth-
wvith, instead of giving herself up to sorrowv,
she meditates active revenge. More pru-
dent than the men, she restrains Siegmund,
bier father-in-laNv (wvbo ivas also staying as

a guest at Worms) and lîk adhercnts fromn
basty steps, wh'.ichi, in viev of the enemy's
superior strengtb, wvould be utterly futile.
She is no longer thc impressionable maiden
or the foolishly boasting ivife, but the
energetic and resolute wvoman. She makes
Up hier mind flot to go back to lier husband's
country, but to stay in Worms in order to
aivait the appropriate moment for lier
revenge. She finds some coinfort in giving
away part of the Niebelungenhoard to the
poor, but cruel H-agen even deprives lier
of tbis pleasure. H-e sinks the Niebelun-
genhoard into the Rhine, fearing that she
might use the gold as means of getting a
poiverful party. So Krimnhild spends ten
years iii WTorms as a resigned and m-ourn-
ing widow, but the± thoughit of revenge has
neyer left lier mind. In the tenth year of
lier widowhood there cornes a message
fromn Etzel, king of the Huns, who is
called " Attila"» in history. Etzel's queen
bad died a year ago, and so hie sends
Margrave Rùdiger van Bechiarn to w'in
Krimhild's hand for him. Siegfried's
wvidowv first rejects the thought of becomn-
îng another mani's wvife, but whien the clever
ambassador speaks to lier of Etzel>s author-
ity and power, she finally yields, thinking
that bier rnarriage wvith the King of the
Huns migbt give lier an opportunity of
revenging Siegfried's death on his mur-
derer. So the wedding takes place at
Vienna witb niuch splendor. The 12th
song grives us a grand picture of the throng
of princes Pnd nations at Etzel's court, and
It is particularly mentioned that there wvas
peaceable i ntercou rse betwveen Christians
and Heathens. After having been mar-
ried to Etzel for somne years, Krimhild
invites lier brothers and their vassals to
lier court in the country of tbe Huns.
Gunther and bis brothers are ready to,
accept tbe invitation, but Hagen, who has
bad alarmingf dreams and forebodings,
wvarns the Burgsundians against Knimhilci's
intentions; but> on being reproached with
cowvardice by Gernot, Guntber's brother, lie
at once consents. So the "«Niebelungen," as
the Burgundians are called henceforth,
start frorn Worms in the direction of the
Danube. Hagen rides at tbe bead of the
party, as he alone knows the way to the


