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fertile soul imîst assist (hem. The cld
slîeep cheerfully yields up ]be- inantie,
and cuuining snares liold înany iiiwitling
captives. \Xitlî the %visdorn that wvould
shanie a statesmnan, (bat famiil3, of boys
and girls is clothed and fed. Veais after,
wvlien the old farmer and bis %vife sit
arounid the fire-place, they look witlî
pi-ide on (beir accompliied <laughîters
and (lueir sons juàt retnrned %vith hionors
fromn college. he tact (bat rtuled Ointt
lîousebiold is starnped on the minds and
characters of the yotinger generation.
Likce the down of a thistle str-evn by tlue
auituiiii wind, the coinîonsense pi-actised
in that littie home iii tiue foi-est, bias
spread far and wide.

VVith tle lamp of trutlî lu ou- band
let nls searcb for tlîis jevel iii onui coln-
try's transactions duriing the past decade.
The rays of ligbt that illtuminate thie past
show notbiiîg 50 interesting as tlîat wvhicli
affects nis now. Does this gemi sparkle
wvithi unw'onted brilliancy ln election
tirnes ? Does it reflect ail the colors of
thie r-ain-bov in the laws of ou country ?

Ou- election cnstorns are the curse of
the coun try. When a man gets b ningry3
for fodder lui the public crib, no boits and
bars wvill keep inui ont. l'le ballot-box
is tarnpered 'vitb, characters are riîîed,
and blood is shed, wbien lie Nvisbies (o
sacrifice iniself for luis conntry. N ews-
papers, iinstead of cîiîning ont tlhe sweet
song of liberty, dance attendauce on
eitber party and flood tlue country Nvitlî
the virtiies of the one and the vices ofthue
other. Public movemients for' good are
lueld in check for fear tlîe rnhing par(y
mnay become unpopuilar, and rnnst step
dow'n and ont. Every fe\v yeais coin-
inonsense lildes lier head wvit1 sbamne,
wvbile (luis election-cinstom, (lus hydra-
lieaded monster, this argns-eyed creature,
s(alks tlîrougli the land, peerisig into fac-
tories and knoching at chnriich doors.
Surely it cati say wvitl tlie Psalmiist, "'I
arn feai fully and 'vonider-fnilly inade."

Ilien tlie strikes (liat deformn society
are only tlie bugle-somnds, calling îîien to
armns to break down (lie 'valîs of peace.
Treuichues are tlirowni up, fortifications are
built, to protect every manî agains( his
neiglubor. Turn wvere you Nvill, the

bayonet of "comibinie" is presented to
yoti ; from (lie "Suigar Combine" to tlîe
wornet at the washi-tub). Ail people
mnst sig'-n the Act of Coiuformity or be
boycotted, ail innist pronounce the
"Sbibb)ole(li" or be slaini. Commonsense
lias taken leave of everybody bnt tbe
druikards, wvbo wvil I îever combine
against the braîidy-bottle.

Anothier blot on our couiitry's escutch-
eoîu, is (lue drinking custoîn. Wlietliei
the Crook's Act, the Dunkin Act, or tbe
Scott Act have failed or îîot in suppressing
it, onir youing people aie beconuing dan-
gerously familiar witli Kinîg Alcoliol.
\Vill %ve liave lialf-drunkleiin eu to fili ou
legisiative hialls, (o occunpy oui- pulpit--;, (o
protect oui, hiomies ? Like tlie grain of
imistai<I-3eed, it Nvill gu-o% and spread,
uîîtil ail thie fowvls of the aur lodge lu
its bmraiiclies. L.ike distanît r'imblings in
a tliuuiler-storm, the 'Mosaic Law~ warned
(lie people, and ail tlurough Bible His-
tory tlîe rumblings becamie loudei', tilI
witli a dealeiig clap caine frorn the
Saviour's lips 'flioti shaît love thy iîeigh-
boî' astbsf.

Uncier tlîe sui-face of public actions, is
a rniglay cn'reiit carryving ail kinds of
deL1rîis to te oceaui. '\Viriliiîg aiong,
coiles tlîe romiantic people wluose ideal
life is found iii some nov'el, w'hose jelly-
bag ininds are tossed by evei'y wviîd aind
doctrinîe. Tlien like g,-eat bowldeis corne
the dynamuite tlir-o\vers, %vii-9 wvoîld tecti-
fy society' at one blow. Like bats andu
moles, thîe liglit of commonseuise hiuits
tlîeir eyes. Tbey pîefeî' to bury theiu'
taleîîts and coniplain of (lie unequal dis-
tribution of pî'operty. -Tley long (o
spend (lîeir nieigliboî"s w~ealtb), but bie
nius( fiî'st eaiî it, befoî'e they condescend
(o "bave ail thiîigs iu common" O! chat
wvith the laitg]) of Cervantes, we niit
laugu tliese evils ont of existenîce.

But (heu'e is anotlier side (o thiis pic-
tnîe, and witli glad hearts we tîu (o it.
Thîe pi'ogress of tlue past ten years bias
maî'chec to tue music of coinonseuise.
Kno'vledge lias advanced wvitli gigantic
strides. Every morning (lie school-bell
rings înyriads of thie corning men and
womnen to lîei' tasks Conîstant imi-
pî'ovemeruts are made iu the educational


