440 CHARGES AND PRIVILEGES IN THE '.ronomo HOSPITALS

In the’serm-pnvate and prwate Ward:. the o'enelal profesaon have the
right to attend. :

7. The Tsolation Hospital. ’l‘here are -,three kinds ot.wards in. thxs
hospital, the public at $3.50, the semi-private at $7.00, and the private
at $14.00 per week. Every bed in. the. hospital is at the disposal of the
:profession, provuled the patlents pay ‘their way in any of the foregoing
wards.

8. The Toronto Western Hospital.’ Thls hospxtal has beds at prices
ranging from $3.50 a week and upwards, as public, semi-private and
private wards. Every bed in the hospital is at the disposal of the
medical . profession, excepting such as are occupied by the city-order
cases. These patients are under the control of the statf. There is no
rule to prevent a doctor from charging a pay patient in a public ward.

It will be seen ifrom the foregoing that the 'CorontoGeneral, the
Emergency, and Children’s hospitals give 'free medical and surgical
attendance ito all public ward patients. 'They go further, and forbid
-a member of their own stalls eharging pay public ward patients, even
though these might be quite able to pay for such protessmnal services
as they rececive.

We contend that this is entirely wrong. A "hospital should do
nothing that would deprive any member of the profession of a fea.
No hospital should undertake to furnish free ‘atlendance upon patients
who can pay: Many well-to-do pecple will select a public ward because
it entitles them to free attendance. 1f they pay for their hospital ac-
zommodation, it 'should be left an open question a3 to the attendance
they reccive and what they may have to pay for it. 1t is quite a mis-
take to compel a member of anythospital stalf to give his pervices frea
to a rich patient; simply because such person’ prefers a public to a
private ward, in order that he may obtain, free. attendance. This 1s’
one of the lingering hOSplt‘ll abuses that must be corrected, but lxl\ej
many another abuse, dies hard. It is most hl\ely to hnd its remedy
through otuer hospltals, which adopt a “wiser  poliey- towards the.
profession. C

1t is not many ycare ago w hen the pnvatc wards were closul a.«ramstv
all membera of the professmn who were not on the staff. Then:the’
private Wards were opencd to the profession and later on the semi-’
private. For a’ ‘doctor, not on the staft, to attend his own patient, that -
patient must pay $6.00 a week in the Emergency, $7.00 per week in ‘the
General, $7.00 per weck in St. Michael’s, $8.00" per week in G ace, and
$3.50 in the Western. No privileges are accorded the general profes- -
sion in the jChildren’s Hospital, and(only by,courtesy of a member of
the stafl in St. John’s Hospital,
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