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igon since ho lied been deposed, nnd fortber, thet lie lied assieted nt the
ordination )f Eiders le Dir. M's. congregation. !dr. Rutherford enterod
int a defence and justification of his conduct. Afier a long discussion,
the Synod unanimously agreed, "11That as ",r. Rl. fully admits that he
hadl preached for Mr. Morrison, and done ail that is abova alcged ; and
done it in direct and wilful contravention of the enactment of the Synod,-
he le guilty of gross contempt of the nuthority of this Synod, aggravated
by the circumstances in wliich he is placed as appel:azt agrainst the sen-
tence of suspension pronotinced upon him by the Presbytery of Stirling
and Faikirk-; and, therefore, that unless lie shall nowv. or nt the comn-
mencement of next Sederunt, ack-nowledge the irregularity of his con-
duet, express sorrow, aud sulimit to a solemn rebuke for said offence, tlie
Syuod canuot proceed Io cousider any question in wliich ho is a party, or
acknowledge him as a minister or member of thils Court." Mr. Ruther-
ford then read the follotving statemet,-4" 1 bow ta the autbority of Ibis
Syuod je the Lord. aud while retainirig my private opinion of the nature
of the regulation which I violatcd, 1 admit tLirt in violating it; I did act
irregularly ; and I deeply regret the irregularity, more especially because
it appears to many tliat 1 tlioreby contemned, intentionally, the authority
of tliis Synod, an ides whili 1 uttcrly disclaim ; and I do -regret the trou-
ble wvhich this sct of irregularity lias occasioned the venerable fathers and
brethren of this Synod." Mr. R. farther added that, if the Syuod îhought
it uecessary, lie %vas quite willing to submit ta a rebuko. The bloderator
then solemnly rebukced hlm, and cautioeed hlm to guard against auy sucli
irregularities in future.

The Syuod thon toolz up the protest oz' Mr. Rutherford ageinst a finding
or the Presbytery of Stirling and Falkirk-, the nature of wliich will lie
understood from. the followincg detail. At the Iast (preceding) meeting of'
the Synod, a declaration nif principles ivas given forth, euthoritativ'ely con-
demning «various errors on points of faith sud doctrine. which in substance
,relate 10 the matters lu controversy in Mr. MINorison's case. Wlien Mr.
Rutherford's case came ta be tried beforc the Presbytery they agreed ta
judge of the orthodoxy of lis doctrines Uy the standard of this authorita-
tive declaration. Against this finding of' the Presbytery, _11r. Rutherford
protested sud oppealed. on the ground tlinB this declaration was flot a
standard of the Churcli, but the nacre declaration of the opinions of a par-
ticular Synod.

Mr. Rutherford W'g heaTd lu support of hie uappeal, anid two inembers
of Presbytery on its lichait', after whicli, the Synod agreed, ivithout a
¶çote, ta refuse the appeal lodgcd by iMr. Rutherford, sud te sustain the
judgment of the Presbytery as regards the declaration of principles. it
bacing held t0 ha an authoritative document. In tho prosecution of the
case, Mr. Rutherford statod the doctrinal vievrs ichl ho heki on the suli-
.ject of the atonement. Fle did not depy that the atouement secured sal-
vation Io agny.-lie bc]ieved that it did sc:urc salvalion to the elect ; but


