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Lat us not bc iinislcd by a~ decoptive airray Of figutrcs. Tt bias been ofton
boastedl thateag 1 il coiiiiiiiinicants forin iiow ovur t.weîîty por cent

of <>ur piopultionî. Lct lis sift this stateîneiit. If tliret, fifftbs of the. popu-

lation are uîîder fiftecîx years, this wveuld inlake (Ple out of everv two adîîits a
inomber of an Evangelical churcli. Whcen cliurch relis are purged1, ivhen
the dIrcad of apparent decline does iiot Iindter reduiiig îîumbers to the
actutal active incmbcrshipi, and proper ovorsiglit of the flockl% prevcîîts counit-
ing the deail among the living, and stray shiep tlîat have gyot iiute somne
other fold frein boing twice couuitcd, &C statistical tables" iiiay bc safer
guides. But, as it is, thecy are liiîd leader., of the blind. If haîf the
aduith iii Amcrîca are, Protestant disciples, %whatsahwcayftesrtf
Christian% that the great body of tiîx rosent?

Do ive rcugiiize aýid realize theo awfîtl ineauiiig )f tlw f«&e-t that the
mia-ss of the people arc out of toueli wvitlî the ('lurclî, aliEd that the gif
bctween te two is getting tou broad for aiiy bridge ! Socicty ;s a pyra-
mîd ; its brcadth is at te base, wlîere the masses are. Chi the firiinoss
alid solidity of that bottomn depends the stab'ilitv of ail ah)ove it. There
cat be buit oue capstoîie ; but every stoite at the base settles or unisotties
that littie pyraniid at the ýapex. While the Chiurcli fails to reacli the inul-
titude, the wheile structure of society, and cven of thie Church itseif, is ii
d ang e r. Disintegration and decay dcvciop wleîvrfaith in God and
faithlin man are wecakzeued. The presenit desperate confiict between " cap-
ital and labor" -more properly bctvc» emnployers and oînployed-is,
pcrhaps, te xnost serions complication kuîiowil to hiistory. Mie genlus of
Organizatien, of wvhich our century boasts, is a Frankecnstein, casier to
croate than control. It bias iînountedl tli tlîrone, and wields an iron sceptre
that threatens to dash in pieces te wiole struceture of socet.y. IL lifts a
finger and, in a day, trade and travel are locked over a vast continent.
Combination becoînes conspiracy, and without hesitation limes te bonmh or
the torcbi, the pistol or the poison. \Ve ail tremble wvhen Organizatioiî
thunders or evoxi whispers. To-day the ivorldl 'taits to crown, as its
grcatest statesman, the man whlo shall Leach seciety how te adjust the
relations of ivorking men and capitailistes and the Cîturcli wiil canonizo
as hor groatcst practic-al reformer 'thosoevcr solves thec double probleni
how te promote unity amiong disciples upon the assentials of truth, se as te
secure co-operation aînong thiiin l the social mission of the church ; and
Iîew te bring ail the available forces of Chiristendoni shofflder to shonilder,
in actuai combiiued sympatiietic inovement for social redemptien ! Wliere
is the architectural mind capale of prejectinc, sitcb a plaîti

Pcrhaps the wvorst feature iu the case is thiat thie alionationi of the
masses frein te Cimrch is net wtithout cause. Woe iay solaco ourelves
thatthc laboringr man knows net the Chuirchi and misjudgos its spirit. B3ut
what if ho dees know it toe weil ? Wit if hie secs selfishxîess and exclu-
siveness written large upon its very dloors ? In how mny bouses of
wtorship would the poor outcast Saniaritan find the reception sue foivid at


