
THE OflISIS IN OUR COUNTRY. [E.

lie keep thiis continent veiied, until the 1Reformation in PhX>'sophiy and
Religion hiad prepaî'ed die churcli for the occupation of this land?
Why did lic by a fliglit of paroquets diver Columbus to the WVest In-
dics, -ýnd se prescrve this land from papal domination? Hlow came it
that, in the carly struggles for su1premacy, Hie turned the scale in favor
of cross and not crucifix; and in our liLte four ycars' wvar gave the
triumphi to the Union armies, liaving flrst rid the land of slavery?
God has ei'ident]y designeà that boere republican institutions and
Protestant Cliristianity slial have a great theatre, for tlic prosecution,
of the work of world-wvide evangelization. We are made a spectacle t(>
the world, te angels and to men. We are on the corridors of a vast
coliseum. On the cast side, toward the sunrise, Norway and Swveden,
Denmark and Prussia and Russia and Austria and Germany and Fra nc
and Italy and Spain and Portugal and Great Britain are looking doIvn
upon uis; on the wvest, China and Japar, Siam and Burmali, India and
Persia, and the Islands of the Sea intently watch our 'history. Our
only hlope is a pure, aggressive, missioniary Cbiristianity. We must put
the gospel in every dlestitute district; we must keep pace witli pop-
ulation ; Our missionary force must be multiplied tenfold, and our mis-
si on ary contributions in proportion.

We must look after the conion people. Some say thiere is always
room at the top; but thiat is just wvhere, there is ne room. Society is a
pyramid ; thiere is but one capstone, but thie stones of flic foundation
are myriad. Thiere is plenty cf room at the bottom ; and there ail miis-
sionary ivork must begin. The base of the pyramid must be strong
enough, brcad enoughi, flrm enoughl, te sustain a11 thiat is a~bove it;
defe,ý there is a radical, fundament4il defect, imperilingy the -wýhole.
In ether ivoeds, the condition cf the cemmen people is the condition
01 flic commLznwc-althi. Tt is a fact. fraughit ivitlh tremendaus iîîeaning
tiiat( the chinrehes and the common people are growing apart, tlic ga'p
between theni becoming a guif whiicli we seem. helpless te bridèpu We
find chuvrche.s, situated amid thie denscst masses ci our population, that
used te be places cf assembly thronged iith thie people, that are nlow
niere stately mausoleums, ivhere defunct churcli erganizations may
have a decent burial, and the preacher seems preaching in an empty
vault a funeral sermon to a few nicurners. Shaftesbury said at the an-
niiversary cf the Opeîî-Air Mission in Islingten that enly two per cent.
of the wevrking classes iu England attend public worship.

We must, as a matter cf seif-preservation, carry our Christian effort
dewn te the least and the lowest. The lîcaith i aîd vealth cf thie hîighî-
est are bound up witli the lowest. Robert Peel gýave bis daughîter a
superb riding haibit coi lier eiglîteenth birtlîday, and proudly rode by lier
side in the park as slie wore it. Slue came home, sickenied wvith ina-
lignlant tYPhusi, a"d after a fewv days dicû. The îioer seamstress wlîjO
wreiglit, the ricli eînbroidlery cf thiat, garment hivcdl in a wretched attie,
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