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bold an assertion that, at no other period. « f the world, before or since,
could Jesus of Nazareth have been born. Thon, and then only, had corne
the fitncss and fulness of times ; just thon there wvas a gap whichi only
HFe could fil-a place made ready by thousands of y&iars of prepara-
tien, and at that particular tiîne. The vast wheei hiad been revolving until
the precise point in its revolution. was reached whiere the vast mechanism
dcnianded for its coinpicteness a newv force and facter, wvhich just thon
camne into play.

In the simple story of Christ's advent, as told by the evangeiists, cer-
tain prominent featuires stand conspicuons. A deec went out from
Uoesur Augwstas that ail the world should be taxcd. The Roman world
then enibraced Syria. The employmnents of tlie people wcre inainly pas-
toral, indicating a Somitie enigin as ilsiatics. Christ wvas born in a stable
and laid in a manger, indicating identification witk the poor-the contmoners
rather than the aristocracy. The angçels' song is twofoid :it bints that
lienceforth there is te be a new goal to hunian enideavor-glory te God,
and a newv resuit on earth-peace and goodwiil. Mark ýaise the shepherds
net oniy corne ycrsonally te Christ's cradie, but hasten te make knewn
abroaci th,_. fact and significance of Ilis birth. 'Not te, examine more
ciesely, liere arc seme ten particulars whiich serve te define this event as
net only unique, but transcendent. Its precise peniod is the period of
Romnan supreniacy-moe exactly, the Aiugustan age; it is the time wvhem
ail the world is virtuaiiy controlled by oieesceptre ; wlien that sceptre bas
passed finaily frein Asia te Europe ; the precise field or lecality ef this
event is Syria, whichi occnpies a pectiliarly central position, hiavîug bothi
an Asiatic and a European frcntier, facingr both ways-fit pivot on wlîich the
history of thec world shall turn, Nvlhence the ripest produet of Asiatie civiii-
zatien shall take a Nvestward course te Europe and te a farther 'West yct
undiscovered. Note aLise that this new personage is unmnistakably of the
]ower classes, identified witii povcrty, and so the representative of thie
înany rathcr than the few. The angels announce a new lawv ef the king-
dom-God is first of ail te bc glorifiedl, and s0 peace and good-will are to
bc realized aînong mer ; the Fathenlîood of God is te, be recognized that
the brotherhood of maîx may 1)0 realizcd. The shepherds first bew at the
manger as disciples, and thxen becomne propag,,ators cf the good news.

To renad that simple narrative is te sec more thari human 'ha-id delineat-
ing the outies of a perfect scene, nt once historie and prophetic. li
twenty verses of Luke we have a condensation of ail history and ail proph-
ey. The 'world lias cerne te its higrhest developieut, without Christianity

-reachied a period whien for the lirst time an imperial decrec fromi eue
G&sar or Czar can affect i1 whole arca of civilizatien, and wlien the coin-
pletest politicai Iînity lias at Iast been attained. Rei-ne, the last of the
wenid kingdorns, is in ifs golden zigo. Civilizatien bas left tixe more siug-
gisîl atinospxere of the Eisi te, breathe inspiration iii the Occident. Just
inew a clxilà is bol-Il -who is to represent inet a patrician rank but a plebeinn
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