ACADIA ATHENLZUM.

35

d in favor ecither of the right or the
vrong.

The most remarkeble effect of the ima.
inative 13 that which a pusun may pro-
fluce upon his own mind. A man inin-
igent circumstmices may become o in-
atuated with pictutes of imagination, as
o think himself on the threshold of
progperity by a course which he hus
narked out, and yet neglect the means
or attaining his object, and so continue

e,
Fanaticism is the result of an extrava-
ndcant imagination.  Religious fanatics
inghave in many instances been treated with
he greatest soverity when they should
phave been regarded as objects of pity.
BMany persons have been trained to a
ldksuperstitious habit of thinking, and this
71s8habit of tho mind has becumu'so perma-
sidinent that almost any picture of the ima-
srfgination may.appeat to such persons as a
reality. We du not suppuse that even
those whu bave expurienced the saving
Jiofluence of Divine truth are entirely free
tlg from imaginary ideas upon tho subject of
nfrchgion.  Hence we frequently meet
loig with persons who very sincerely believe

Q@ that sume remarkable plicnomena which
‘bef floated in their imagination was a reality,
gand consequently regarded it as ot essen-
§ tial part of their christian experience.

f  Thero are many persons who imagine
f themselves far more important than they
really are, and hold thewselves in very
»ulg much higher estimation than they are
g3 held by others, cunsequently they ave
3 lovked upon with that contempt which
24 their assumed pusition is sure tu excite.

¥ The ghost sturies which are reiterated
i by the ignorant and superstitioas origi:
g nate in the imagination, and so derange
y the mind that frigktful spectres are almost

@ continually hannting them.

[ Many weak-minded persons indulge in
¥ forcbodings, and portray in their imagi-
§ netions tho most fearful events, and such
8 33 are the least likely to occur.  They
B observe some of the must trivial oncur
§ rences, and construe them as omeus of
coming evil. Thus the dark pictures of
¥ their imaginations cast a gloom over the
v 2ind, and in many cases Jead to insanity
§ and utter despair.

In cases of extreme insanity, the pov. .
to control the imagination is entirely des-
troyed, consequently it runs at random
to the greatest extremes. A person in

such « state of mind may imagine himself
in aey conceivablo position. He may
nd® imagine himsclf in imminent danger
il when no danger is near, or perfectly safe

in the greatest danger.  He nay imagine
his most faithfol friends to be his real
enemics, and plotting to take his Jife
Ho may imagine himsclf at the head of
an army in thoe battle-field, or chief officer
on board a war ship; a king upon a
thrane, or & prisoner in a dungeon.

INIFIDELITY.

Infidelity is illogicai, inexplicablo, and
pernicious in its influence on humanity.
It is oppraed to bothreason and revelation ;
it is based upon falsehood, and produces
darkness, deception, and ruin.  The in-
fidel is regardless of the wmoral character
of actions, beacknowledges no law, either
human, or Isivine ; he boasts of freedom
of thought, hut practically perverts that
frevdom, stifles the dictates of conscience,
and closes his heart against the utterances
of Divine truth. He recognizis no
motives to justice, truth, and banevolence;
whatever is commendable in his deport-
ment is duo rather to the restriction
which public opnion forces upon him,
than any sense of justice existing in his
own bhreast. Infidelity sinks the mind
far below the average standard of fallen
humanity. Tt removes all sense of
obligation and responsibility in reference
to the claims of the Creator upon wman-
kind, and excites the feeling of pre-
sumptuous independence.  No feelings of
gratitude for temporal blessings can exist
in the heart that is influenced by infidel
sentiments, for infidelity doesnot recognize
the srurce whence those blessings flow.

Anidst the darkness of reckless un-
belief, the hear) becomes the receptacle
of everytbing thatis degrading to human-
ity, and ecmits its poisonous streams
without restraint. The influence of in-
fidelity upon the moral nature of man
closcs the avenues of benevolence, seals
up the fountain of human sympathy, and
destroys the tenure of social lite. When
the moral principle is thus contaminated,
the intellect is so debased, that the talent
with which it is endowed is employed in
objicts mean and pernicious. The most
talented infidels whose histories aro re-
corded, present nothing better than a
dark picture of degmadation. When
infidelity was predominant in France,
the moral character of the nation was
prostmted to a lamentablo extent: the
sceptical and obsceno publications pro-
duced by infidel writers in that country
were industriously circulated, producing
a demoralizing influence far and wide.

Infidelity eclipes the brightest pmspeets '

of tho present life ; it casts & shadow over
ovely abject of temperal enjoyment, aud
closes the eyes against the evidences of
Divine revelation which are manifest in
the works of creation. 'The sublimity of
the firmament produces no attractive
influenco upon the infidel mind : itoxcites
no sentiments of reverence in his callous

heart. Ho ascribes all order in nature to

laws over which no agency presides, and
regards thoe acts of a Divine providence as
events of meve chanco: his wind is
establishod upon nothing adapted to im-
plor or clovate him: his actions are
governed only by the dictates of a scared

conseience, an-. the unrestrained passions
of his depraved nature: holoves darkness
rather than light, and becomes an casy
victin of temptation and an instrumeont
of death, so far as his influcnce extends,
The relignious theories of heathens and
pagans are ip. some respects proferuble to
infidehty. ith all tho absundities and
superstitious ideas of «wwhich those systems
of religion are composed, they involve
the seutiments of dependencs and obliga-
tion. Thws may agcount for tho fact
that in heathen lands those who adhors
the most strongly to theritual of‘heathen-
ism recetve chnstiamty more readily than
thosc who have no faith in the religion
of the country.

But the darkest feature of infidelity is
the fact that 1t rejects the reality of
human existence beyond the present life,
and consequently rejects all the means of
preparation for the eternal future. An-
nthilation, 18 the hope of the infidel ; up-
on this he stakes the destiny of hir soul:
he liwves without hope and without Ged
in the world, aud gropes in the darkuess
of unbelief until the realities of eternity
raveal to him lus fearful doom.

Who would wish to die the death of
the nfidel?l Sceptical sentiments have
been ansinuated 1nte the minds of persons
who bave indulged 1 critical speculation
upon the sacred writings. They have
found in those writings some apparcng
discrepancies, some statements which
they could not reconcile with other toxts
of scripture, and some events recorded
too mysterious for them to explain.
Our Imnted knowledge of the works
and ways of the Almighty, and of the
prnciples of inturpretation is the prinei-
ple cause ot this difficulty. When buman
prids prompts man to criticise and pass
sentenco upon the Holy Scriptures it "<

L. no marvel if the mind is wrecked upon

the treacherous rock of infidelity. To
search the Scriptures with humility of
spirit and sincere desire to understand
the trath will propare the mind for the
recoption of Divine teaching, and prove
a powerful means of repelling the criticism
of infidels. Divine truth has been tested
by tho severcst ordeal, yet it rémains un-
moved. It contains tho clemcnls of
light, life, and power, and will finally
triumph over every species of error.
“ Tho wotd of God abideth forever."

Ax unnatunal noise which accompanied
a recent cxhibition of the Hydrogen
Harmonicon in the Scicnce Room speedily
led to tho conviction that it was an unsafe
place for Freshmen. ‘One of the class
wus cventually persuad:d to relingnish
his desperate cffort to cscapo tho anti-
cipated calamities, by an assurance from
the Pr .cssor of the non-aggressive and
harmless characterof thofancied projectilo.



