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promise of more, if they shiouta conduct them-
selves to my satisfaction. He had not recei-
ved the money many dayswhen they set out
for London.

Some time previous to thig, I thought I
‘had observed a sort of particular kindness
between my daughter Rachel and my clerk
“Thomas Galloway, of whom I huve already
spoken, and to whose worth I have borne tes-
timony. He wasa native of Newton-Stew-
art, and a young man of humble parentage
like myself, but I liked him nothing the worse
upon that account, for, in my opinion, there
is no real respectability, eave that only which
a man purchases through his own merits.—
Now I once or twice, when I went out toen-
joy the air in the summer nights, after busi-
ness hours, perceived Rachel and Thomas
oxtering together along the green lanes, he~
hind a place in the suburbs, that is called
Strangeways. Such was the high opinion
that 1 had of him, that I was determined, if
there was anything between them, to offer no
obstacle in the world to their marriage. 1
congidered that a person with a character, a
disposition and a knowledge of business, such
as Thomas had, was far before riches. But
X knew that in certain respects, both of the
two were such bashful creatares, that neither
of them would dare to mention the matter to
me. So, after their familiarity became every
day more apparent, thougl they tried to hide
it,and when, at different times, I had tried
humorously to sound both of them in vain,
I mentioned the subject to Priscilfa. I found
that she had pereceived it long before me, for
women have quick eyes in such matters.—
Bat she said that Rachel wassuch a strange
reserved lassie, that though her own bairn,
she could not speak to her with a mother’s
freedom; though now that she had heard my
mind concerning the match, she would ask
Rachel how matters stood between her and
‘Thomas Galloway that very day.

She therefore went into the room where
Rachel was sitting sewing, and after talking
about various matters, by way ol not just
breaking the matter at once, she said—

‘Rachel, dear, are ye aware if your faither
has ever made ony sort o’ recompense to
Thothas Galloway for his trouble in gaun to
Gretna after Elizabeth, when the feolish
lassie ran away wi’ young Mr. Austin ?

* 1 Do not think it,’ replied Rachel.

Purves,

* Then,? said the mother, * he has not dy
right. He should do something for him, ¢
he isa deserving lad. Do ye not think,
dear P -

This was a home thrust which our lag
was not prepared for, and it brought the v
million to her cheeks. The mother contin
ed—* He isa lad that will rise in the wo
yet» and he weel deserves it—and I amgla
hinny, that ye hae the good sense to thiy
weel o’ him.”

* Mother !’ said Rachel, greatly confused,

* Com, love,’ continued Priscilla, ‘youne
not conceal any thing from your mother, g
must be a bad mother that a virtuous danz
ter darena trust with a secret. Dinna sy
pose that I am sae chort sighted but that ’
hae observed the tender affection springin;
up between ye—and have not only observe’
it, but I ha’e done so with satisfaction, for
finow not a young man that I could not hav
more credit by in calling him son-in-law-
Tell me at once,would ye not prefer Thomss
to any man ye have seen for your husband?

¢ Yes, mother !’ faltered my sweet.blushing
blossom, and sank on her mother’s breast

¢ That is rights’ said her mother ; ‘butif
ye had tauld me so before, it would ha'e s
ved you many a weary hour o’ uneasines, |
ha'e nae doubt. But ye shall find nae obsiz
cles in the way, [or it is & match that will gi
baith your faither and me great satisfacton
He has observed the attentions o’ Thomast
ye ; indeed, he desired me to mention (b
subject to ye,and if I found that your feelinz
were as we suppesed, that the marriag
should immediately take place, and he wil
also take Thomas into partnership.

Rachel, poor thing, grat with joy: whe
Thomas heard of it,he could have flung hin-
selfat my feet. Andin a few weeks thy
were married, and I took Thomas into part
nership, which took a great burden off oy
shoulders ; and more particularly as I hadr
cently entered into a canal speculation.

For twelve months from the time that
Elizabeth wentto London, we had buttw
letters from lier,and one of them was abusing.
hersister for what she termed her ‘grovellig
gpirit,” in marrying her father’s clerk, anl
bringing disgiace upon her father’s famss.

When I saw the letter, my answer bad
to her was—

‘Elizabeth, my woman, do not forgetyor
self. Your sister has married a deserving-



