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havo since been in similar circumstunces; und all that
is meant by the words wo have quoted may be simply
this:—Thut the angel of the Lord showed her the
fountain that was alveady in her neighborhood, and
which, notwithstanding all her search, had yet, in this
moment of distraction, escoped ber notice.
From the length at which we have now dwelt on
this interesting episude in patriurchal history, we must
forbear at present, to expatiate on the fine pictuie it
exhibits of the depth of muternal affection—1Jagur
being herself insensible, apparently, to her own sufler-
ings, from the intensity of her concern for her child,
and the despaiv in which the prospect of his death in-
volved her—and other circumstances of equalinerest,
briefly, but beautifully,adverted to in the Mosaic record,
Let it suflice to state in conclusion, that, as weare in-
formed in the closing verses of the passage, Ishmuel
ok up his dwelling in this desert. “Lhe journey to
Egyptseems for the present to have been relinquished;
but Hagar, ut least, appears to have afterwords visited
the place of her birth. ¢ Gon was with the lad, and he
grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an
archer § and he dielt in the wilderness of Pavan; and
bis mother took him a wite out of the land of Egypt)’
Arabig, in one part of the desert of which Ishmael
now wandered, was the posscssion that now fell to
thiz son of Abrabam ; and God hath fulfilled his pro-
mise, that he would ¢ make of him a great nation.'—
[t scems probable, from what is stated in Genesis,
xxxvi. 4., that he had more wives than one, but we
arc informed he had twelve sons born to him, corres-
ponding to the twelve tribes of Isracl, that ufterwards
sprang from his Lrother Isauc, und one daughter of
the name of Mahalath, or Bashemath, the sister of
his son Ncbajoth, and who afterwards, as we are
told in Genesis xxviit. 9., becume one of the wives of
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Esau, the son of Isuac. It isa striking fact, borng
out by the testimony of numerous travellers, that to
this day, notwithstanding the many generations thut
have clapsed, and the migrutory churacter of the life
of the Arabians, these twelvetribes of the descendents
of Ishmuel still exist, ns distinct and independent
clans, Jerome says, that, in his time, the districls of
Arabia were called by the names of these tribes.—
Since the seventh century of the Christian cra, they
have ahnost all embraced the religion of Mahomet ;
but they ure still, in their gencral character, and not-
withstanding their proverbial hospitality to strangevs,
true to the prophetic description given of them by the
angel before the birth of their finher: “And he will
be o wild man; his hand shall be against every man,
and every man's hand againsthim; and he shall dwell
in the presence of all bis brethren.” It must surely be
impossible for you to leave the incident on which we
have been commenting, without feeling impressed by
the thought of that ever during and universal control
which the Almighty exercises over the destinies of
men,—how unerring is s forcknowledge,—and how
certainly his finger is moving in uil events, and among
all people, whether savage or civilized.  Natious rise
und foll.  Extensive migrations of men take place,
from one corner of our globe to another. War, and
famine, und pestilence, and the unsparing hand of time
acomplish their devastations and their changes; and
yet, from onc end of our carth to the other, nothing
happens but what ¢ Gop’sown hand and counscl had
determined beforchand should be done.” ¢ All flesh
is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of
grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof
fulleth away; but the word of the Lord endurcth for
ever.’ ¢ Idis counsel stands and he docth all his plea-
sure.”

THE CHURCIL OF ENGLAXND, A HALF-REFORMED CHURCH:

Most of our readers arc aware that a parly
in the Church of England, whose head quarters
are at Ozford, are laboring to introduce popery
into that chureh, as well as into the country at
large, under the mask ofa concern for religion.
Diverse able writers have exposed the nature
of their opinions. "The author of the following
article, who, we believe, is a minister of the
Scots Church in England, hasbeen especially
successiul, and for this reason we have thought
it our duty 1o submiz the article to the perusal
of our rcaders. We are indebted for it to the
Edinburgh Christian Instructor, a journal aow
of long standing and well carned celebrity in
contending for seriptural truth. ' We may here
observe thut we have always csteemed the pi-

ous among the laity and clergy of the Churcls
of England, and itis, therefore, not without
rcluctance that we have scen it our duty to
testify our approval, as we now cordially do, to
the conclusions of this writer, regarding the
church to which they belong. We certainly
do, and will make the distinction, between
christian worth, inthe retircment of private
life, and a faction who have neither the word of
Gop, nor aught of candor and honesty to sup-
port them. They would be bishops, after the
model of Rome, but for the light of scripture,
which is rcad in onr sanctuarics, and schools,
and cotiages—and which, if they could exclude
Ly means of the writings of men of after Limes
on which they lean,and were permitted to have



