
CILEIWY iU8ElVrî QUESTIOXi.

It was the ist coiiformable to the word of' God of
any existing cburch. Suppose itis to have been
really, promincntly, the case, witiî regard to sortie
une of thin, and titat thid ptirticular ciwrcla biat
alio possesscd wbat ail aiined at-Uic possessionî of
supetior meal aiid prudentc--ba.d iliese tinms
Wen se, vie nriay suppose that titis particularciiurcli

rmight have beezi spcciaiiy favo-ircd ait ant instru -
ment for the diff'usion of tie gospiel; that it rnîglt
have spread over the landi, andi have graduaiiy ab .
morbed witiîin its body, not only <,ther disseiiting
sects, but tiîe esablisied churcli itsei4ýwiîci losing
their votaries wouid at iengtlà be oblîgeti te relin.'
quisx the t'unde placed in tiacir liands for religtous
purposes, and become altogetiier extinct. Sucb a
church, if azot a gomerment chzurcli, woulcl at Icast

* boa iiational church, and would naturaliy seek Io
zaake its fuants as elffective as possible fur wliat
would stand out before it as the great abject oft ts
existence-the traininîg up the people iii religion.
Its ciiorcies would bc large, nuinierous, durable.

S eo would the lieuses of its clergy. As it would
Le econoînical, se, tu avoiti w~aste of ils ieansit is
liioely thatin aCountry places sinaîl glebes wvooid
Le attacheti to tiiese dweliin,"s. Trte edticationial
cstablisfinents of sucb a ciiorcz woîîid assurediy
be extensive in Ilîcir faciiîiesq, sud liberal ii

their endownients. Nor, sureiy were tiiere a-
ny portion of tbe peuple uuiable front poveiîty te
procure fer tlîeaseives tue iniuiîstratioiiscf religion,
%çould il neglect te providà tizese fir lisent. lii
tlîis case it would îold it eut te, tue ricii, as tijeir
daty, te previde for the îîecessities of tiîcir poor.
breilren. Sucli a church couti not bc called vo-
luntar$', la the proper meaniîîg of tie tcrîîî-iîî the
sense ef cach iîîdividuai iii tic cenîmunity payiti.g
îiiepecuniary outiay, %vlîiclî the religions ailvauita-

* ges lie etijoyed actually cost. On tue centrary,
cacia realiy reiigious mîais, iii as far as înonoey Wvas
concerniet, wouid oive the religion lie eiijoy'ci ta
contribuotions paid in years or ages beforie; and lie
lîimself in his contribuîtionîs, wvould bc uiakiing lire
vision fur religion rcaclizîg geuzeratiens tiien làn-
born.

Sucli a cliurclî %vould approacli in niany partic-
ulars very nearly te our conîceptionîs of ait cstib-
lislieti chiorcli. It would diffier fronti tiiese in ouit,
è15.

The niembers of the community, neillier as
tuaiteti inte a wlioe civil body or state, nir as
individuels, woul'l bc obliges! iii any shape te con-
tlibute te Uic support of' the generally professecl
religion. The essence eof its vol untaryisi wotiId
coasist in this, tiai. any one %vise chose te stand al-
togetier aloof fromn tue chiurch, inigit aveiti con-
ttibutîng towards it. WVe conceive that ibis is by

ne mrne a desirable distinctioni. It Peems te us
centrary te Uic plaincst Iiriuciles ofjustice, iii as
itiuclî as tliese rcqtîire an equivalent tu bc given
foir cvery advaîî.re receivuul. Notv, iu the flrst
pince, iii sucli a coîiîîuîîbitv, tiucre inglit Le ninny
indvidussis beflore wiîoni religrsi wva ceîîtinualiy
brouglît, and Rit its coniforts presclnted, wiîo yct
defrayeti not iii tue sîiaiiest diegree the expenses
of' Uîe estaliishmîient. Utîîil îlîey Uunited titimu-
selves te tue ciîurciî, tlîey would not cottibute te
des support. But besides tie, wlîoever lived bu a
religions commnnity, thougfi lie lîjînseif iiaay live
without religion, draiws yet advaîaîages-worldlly
adv'aîtages-froin it, iii the security, tranquîiiity,
and rnorality iistizîg arouuît Iiiii. Tiae truta ut
titis is inanifested in tue cause wvbiclî men e? itis
statnp have assigiied for tic existenice o? religion-
iii their assertioni, that il ewes its fiiuflatioii tu tue
wisdoni of legîsîntortF, wiîo have establisiied it as
a Check ta l:eep the passions Ui' the nuiîîltuile lit
ealutary restralint. Oit diese two accouiits, tiiere-
l'ore, il seciris tu us tiîat il %vere ai iiîjsstice-a
tbîig csseîîtiiiiiye oid ili itcelfwzoiig for iniîdvidui-
ais or a reiionîs coînîîîtnty iîo ta contribute te
the sulpport o'tittt religion. Dut, iujîstice is or a
coîîtagious unture. Wlicre wroitig is perîii'îted
eîîhîolig umesi, it scîdouin rails tu brecti wrong. We
ilcar exiperieiîce shows that suci %wotild Le thue case
liere. Tlîat tîeftact of mny untaxed iealaing the
advantages ivliii religioni bestows ona a coiiaîuîiiiîî-
ty, wouid liave thic dolîîirb!e effect o? turiibîg the

relgios feliigsoI'iîecoaahiîntiy te rforia tue
cîllice of the tnx gatiierer. lâlei wvitiaout religion
wvouid bc illarked, andt so inarked, ilat tiîey woîild
fiîîd tljeir %worldly presperiîy anîd couillont iujiredby
ticir apipareniint-glect of religioni. Sute cvould
bo drivenint th Ue raid in the gîîrb ofilit pecrisy,
alle~rs wonl stanîd out, exclaitîiilg D-gaiubt alid
collceivilg tize2niscves taeb he Ui ictifils of' Whlaî
they would tern, 1,riesicraft. moii u ure iîa
jurions tu tie causec of true religicati, %va tîîîk',
be couccbc'cd tisaia sucli resailts. It sajis the 1ury
reot ol' the rcliuîîîn of love, %vites) otler feellings
lisait pîity iireduiiîate at the view oliuse wlio, are
voiti ut religion. Tite evils anid disorderi wviicic
tic bcang devoid of'it inay iii tuis wvorld -ive bîrUal
to, illay imîuced bc tue proper sulîject nifîindignia.
lion, but ai the ciînteisiplution of the condition it-
self, ciaristian cliarity sinothers --vcry fcelitig but
coniseration. Qit titis Iseut] :iiercfiire, gaviuag te
wbiat is terinetheUi voluitary prîiciîuie ail tue ex.
lent, and all Uie seccess coîîccivabk, wVe apprulîend
il woold bc scriously dellective.

Therciq anotiier head alse on wiiicb it seema te
us liat; a ciiurciî establisicd under tiîis se uu.med
principle is naturaliy de.fective. Mensu a churcli


