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The Prize I “says,

La—CaNADA; AN Bssaye, To which was awarded the First
Lrize by the Paris Exhibition Cammittee of Canade. By
d. Snrumax Hoean. John Lovell, Montreal,

2—0aNApa Asp HEen Resounces j—dAn Essay, to which
was wiearded the Second Prize Ly the Parls Exhibition
Committee of Cunada. By Arexaxper Moruis, A.M.,
Barrister at Law. Johu Lovell, Mentreal.

3.—Canapa : Pnysicarn, Ecuxomie, asp Socran. By A,

Lirtag, D.D. Maelear & Co., Turonto,

On the 18th November, 1854, the Fixeeutive Commitiee of
the Paris Exhibition issued an advertizeent announcing their
intentivn of offering for public competition three prizes fir the
best three essays an ¢ Canada, and its resources; its geolugical
structure, geographical features, natusal products, manufactores,
commerce, social, edueational, and political institutions, and
genieral statistics.”  Practical utility and compreheusiveness,
combined with contiseness, were 1o be among the chief con-
siderations on which the awards of the judges would be Yased.
The Essays were to be sent to the Sceretary of the Executive
Committee on the 15th February, 1835, thus allowing exactly
ninety-two days, or three months, for the production of a work
vt Canada anbraciug a compreheusive deseription of the phy-
sical and social condition of the country.

Nu one, we suppose, who takes the trouble to consider the
nature and exteut of the subjeetssuggested by the Committee,
can fail to be convinced that the time allowed was much too
short.  Indeed, as the perivd for the reception of the Essays
drew to a close, the Excoutive Committee appear to have
become cunvinced of the necesity of extending the time as
much as Iny in their power, and accurdingly they added fifteen
days to the three months before graunted.

The opportunities thus afforded for obtaiuing literasy distine-
tion were, however, sufficiently enticing to bring into the ficld
no less than nineteen competitors for the honours and emolu-
ment offered by Government., Of the essays subjected to the
cousideration of the judges, three were reported “prizeworthy,”
three reccived huyorable mention, une was passed over as ille-
gibly written, and twelve remain in the hands of the Assistant
Seeretary of the Committee, from whum they may be uvbtained
by the suthors, The judges being unable to decide upon the
order in which the three essays reported prizeworthy should
stand, requested his Excellency the Guvernor General to make
the award.  No mure capable or disinterested judge eould bave
been selected, or onc from whose expressed upinion disap-
pointed competitors or their friends would feel inclined to
appeal; aud after a careful perusal of the two colnpeting essays
which are named at the commencement of this artiele, we do
not hesitate to avow our cunviction of the justice of that
award. We do not wish it to be understuod, however, that
any one of the essays before us presents a complete picturcof Ca-
Bada; it is not to be suppdsed that the short peciod of fourteen
weeks would embrace time enough for any writer, however fami-
liar with its physical bistory and its sucial condition, to deseribe
the country, its resources and its people with wminuteness and
detail. The cvident object of the Mxceutive Committee of
the Paris Exhibition was te obtain a readable account and de-
scription of Canada and its institutions, in crder to place in
the hands of the midde clissesin Europe a popular exposition
of what we offer here to indusiry and enterj.rise.  Ma. Hogan
hag furnished us with such an essay, which, though certainly
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uot free fram Sins of omission and a sprinkling of errors, is capable
of creating a vesy interesting, encouraging and tmtlzqu iwe-
pression of many leading features in Canadian life, and of the
cncouraging future which Hes within the reack of every
immigrant, and is the swre destiny of the couutry at large.

Iu the introductory ehapter to Mr. Hogan's essay, wo find
cspecial allugion mnde 1o the class of people for whose infor-
mation and guidanco the essay was, with judicious care, more
particularly written,  After alfuding to the significant faots,
that the population of Western Canada in 1820 was only
180,000, and the value of the real and personal cstata of the
people estimated at £25,000,000, that, in 3854 the number of
its inhabitants had swollen to 1 237,000, and its assessed and
assessable property to £30,800,000, Mr. Hogan nsks 1—

* Azl who and what are tho people who divide nmong them this
maguificent property ¢ Aud huw hase they acquived 0¥ Did they
coma in as copquerors, and appropriate to themselves the wealth of
others?They came in but to cubdue wilderness, and have reversed
tho Inws of conquest; for plenty, good reighbourliond, and civilization
mark their footsteps.  Ordid capitalsts accompany them, to reproduce
their wealth by applying it to the enterprises and inprovements of a
new countey T No;—for capitalists wait Gl their pivncer, industry,
first makes his report, and i is but now that they sro studying the
interesting one from Canada. Or did the generasity of European
Princes, or European wealth or benevolence provido them with such
outfits us secured their suceess? Qn the contrary, the wrongs of
Princes, and tho peverty of Nations, kave been the chief causes of the
scttiement of America. Her prusparity is thoe oftspring of Eurepenn
hopelessness.  Her high position in the world is the resals of the sy~
3ime efforts of despair.  And he who would lesrn who they are who
divide among them the splendid property created in Canada hag but to
go to the quays of Liverpool, of Dubln, of Glasgow, and of Hamburg,
aud see emigrants there embarhing, who knew neither progress nor
hopes whero they were horn, to satisfy himself to the fullest.”

The description of the geographieal features of the country
is very genernl, and in sume instanees unnceessarily so, for we
find no reference made, even in name, to the rivers, Thames
and Grand River, which unwater the richest and most festile
portion of the Western Provinee. The chapter devoted to the
“ Geological funtures and suil” of the country is occasionally
obscure, and not without mistakes, which, with a little
reflection and care, might have been avoided.  «All the great
lakes ave placed in the line of contact between twa vast chains
of Granite and Limestone.”  Tow dues this general statement
apply to Lake Ontasiv and Lake Erie, the lakes pur excellence
of Canada.  The Grauite is met with at the esstern extremity
of Lake Ontariv, and the like itself is excavated wholly out of
unaltered Lower and Upper Silurian rocks. Lake Brie is ex-
cavated entively out of Upper Silatian and Devenian rucks,
and in no part is less than 200 wiles frum granite expusures.
The observation is partially correet with regard to Lakes Huren
and Superior, the least important of Croadian lakes. Again,
¢ From Quebee tu Niagara the rod shite [*}is perhaps the prevail-
ing rock,” and ia the very next ling,” “ the subsoil aroung
Lake Ontario is limestone on granite.” . . . . < On Lake Erie
the strata are liniestone, slate {73 and sandstone.” These con-
tradictions and errurs acquire Importance in Cazada where the
real facts are Jocally known, because they leave roum fur cavil
and ungenerous eritivism, and may affect the value of the essay
and the interests it is well designed to subserve. .

The chapter describing the struggles and hopes of the carly
settler of Upper Canada’is a trathiul picture ; the one which
follows it, portraying the farmer of Upper Canada as distine
guished from the early wettler, is also well drawn and very
eucouraging :— .

“Wera I asked what is the leading characteristic of the Upper
Canadian farmer, I sheuld unyuestivnably snswer, Pusars, Plenty



