
The Prize 1 -says.
].?CANDA;AN 1EssAYx-. 1?'Iei W/dc Mv~ar e First

J'rize by1 the, Avùis J(diho 'uti»Iilc afUnd. By
J. S:îmi~ IOO~f.Jolit Loveil, Maiitreal.

2.-CiNÀ1»A AND 11.11 RESOVItCES ;-21? E$Sely, te Wc1eick
ios ctiardcdt (lie ,s'ccnd 1>rizc Ide Mew '«ris R.llien
>ommillec of e'wuilî,. ]3y A.J RMoiwlts, A. M.,
laîrristor nt Lawv. Jolii Levcll, Montrent.

3.-cý4,1DtI: ityiscAî., ECoNaUIlc, 'vÇr Socriî.. By A.
Li.iD.1). 3Maelear &t Ce., Turanto,

On the 13th Xoeiuober, 1854, tite Exccutive Coiiinnittc ai
Ille Paris Exhibition ksued ai advtrti,iiicnt announicing their

itttciiti.,i Ofiuflering fur publie cvnietitdon thrce prizes fir the
best threc cs.says oit IlCanada, aiîd it:b resourceti; ils geological
structure, geographical icatures, nitural produets, manufactures,
commerce, social, educational, and politîcal institutions, and
geteral statisties.", Practical utility andemplcnies,
coinbinel vith coaswerte ta bc amgong the chiei cuin-

.sidaratiolis QI) whîah the aimrdls of the ju(d,>Cs would ho lasad.
Tite Essiys wore ta be sent ta the Scerctary of the Exccutive
Co»Inlittec on the l5tlh FebnruarY, 1855, thus allowiag exictly
Ilînety-twa days, or thrc mntlis, fur the preductiah of a wvork

ou Caiiida cculgraziiig a Cauipruvlutitiv dcscription1 ai tlua phyî-
sical and social condition or the country'.

Nuellue, WCe suppose, -,ite takes the trouble to consider tho
nature -nd exteut, af the subiectssu,-gested by the Coinuittee,

cau faitl tu bc convintedl flat the tima allowed was inuch tao
,short. Indeed, as the period for the reception of the Essays
drew ta a clu>se, the Extautix e Cannnj)ittce appear te have
b.coue cuwntei uf the naea;,ity of extending tlîa tinue as
Inlucit as lay in their powrer, and accurdiingly they added fitiea
days te tîte titree nonths before <'rantc*d.

The opportunifies thius.iffarded for obtinting litorary distinc.
lion ivere, hilever, sufficîently enticiîîg te bring inito the field
no less than inetee-n cemnpetitors for thie boueurs and emolu.
ment offered by Governiineiit. 0f the esmsay sn>jeed ta the
consideration of the judges, threc were roporîcdl Ilprizewortliy,>
thre reccived honovrablu mention, unc iras passed over as icl.
gîbly itten, lad tiroelve romiain in the hanâs af tho Assistant
Secrotary of the Collllittee, iront îvhoni they inay ho ubta2iztd
by the authars. The judgcs baisig ungala te decido upon thîe
order in which the flirce 'essays reported prizcworthy should
sititnd, rcquested his Exele»aiy the Gui orner General te naike
tise avrard. -Nu mure capable or di-sinterested judge cauld have
bac» selected, or unc frein ivhose expressedl Opinion dlisap.pointed counpetiturs or thecir iriends would feel inelined ta
appeal; îuud afier a carefil perusal, of thse tvro Colispeting essays
îvhîeh arc nauîed ut tise Comnîncement of this article, WCe do
net hesaitate te avow aur conviction af the justice of tisat
airard. Me do not wish, it, to, ho understuod, bioiever, tisat
«ny Otto af thse essays beforeus j>resents a complote pictureof Ca.
aa; il is net ta bc supposed ti tise short peciodoi feurteca

weks àwould embrace timntecughl or any iriter, oireverJismi.
liar mihitis physî cal histor and its social condition, ta deseribo
thse country, its resources and its people with sainuteness and
detail. The evident abject of tise Executive Colymit.tec or
the Paris Exhibition iras te ebtain a readable account andi de.
8oriptien of Canada and its institutions, in crder ta place in
tise hatds ai the middle clisses in Europe a popular exposition
ai irbat ire ciTer liere ta iudusiry and eniteri.tise. Xr. Ilegan
bas furctishcd us witbi sucis an cssay, ivhicis, though ccrtainly

1855.] nt77.1 l>TJIT17z,

net froc freont~n fniso niasrndn ierri aal
aicratnga 'ey nfrctig, norgn and trutliul un1-

presio a înnyleadiingÎ fiatures in Canadiau le, andi ai tisa
encour.îging future irhieli lies iritltin tise rcacit af every

Ï,tlticriinînîigrt, ati idcisy te'i s sur flostiny oi tise country at largo.
In tse îtrouctay capte ta31r.lleat'a cssay, WCa finti

escial allusion Ilat:t ta tho Class ai ])capie for irioso inifor-inatien anti guidanco thu essay ivNas, wiidi judicious Care, more
particularly irrittkin. Ait or èlluding ta tho siguiticant liscts,
tliat tise population of IVesternt Canada in 1829 iras only
190,000, and the value of the tuai anti personî>l estati) af tisa
people estiniatoti at £25,000,000, isat, ln 1854 tîto nmber ef
its inhabitants had sw'ellci tu 1,237,600, andi ils assesseti and
assessable proearty te £50,000,000, IMr. Jiogan asks:

"Auid ivbo and what are tige peuple wlia divido angoag thein thîsýaagîiitficent îproperty ? Atitd ltutv lieo thoy acjuircd it? D Pa tlîcycolI ite lis coisîquerors, and appropriato ta tlmin"ses thse wealth ofettiers?-Tltey caine ini but ta eulxlue a wilderness, and haiva reverseiltho lairS Of' COIqUQSt; for PICat3, g(g0d aciglbourheoil, andi civilizationmiark tleir foot,-tep8. O î îpuîîsacapn iet erpouiliir ircalts by npplying iL ta lite ctrprise3 nui izaprDiîeets of' aacw couuntry? :ý *ý;- fur c ýta,î ait tll their pioncer, industry,first inakes his report, andI à is but now Lisat tiey are stuulying thseintercstiag anc 11roin Caniia. Or did tic gcncrosity et' Europgea»pri»tes, ar Etiropenti icaltii or ba'acvoieiice provitto thin -witis sucuouttits as securcd tiscir siiccess? on tisa cc»trary, tisa wrongs ofPrinces, and tisa porvrty of ÀNatoce, liave iscen tise clîjef causes of thsesettleigent of' Aniericig. lier irvbipctity is tia affipring af Et&ropeanisopelessigess. lier Jigi position li hIe iroriti is tic resuit eOf tuse sali.lie efforts of' despair. And lit who moffld learu 'who tisey are wlia(livide aiaong tiseiî tise spleitdid property ceited in Canada lias but tago ta thea quan's of Liverpîool, et' Dubii,, of Gliqgow, andi eof lanmburg,andt sce enîlgusaus tisr iterk g wiia laew neillier pragres% lierbelpes misera tisey ivere hemn, ta s;îtibiy ltintîchf tu tige fullest."
Ti.he descriptiont Of tise getogrulîiiçal foatures ai tise Country

is very geiieal, andtinu songe 11natallees uiucccssarily su, for ire
linti nu referttce )aie, aven in na.iuîc, tu thse rîvers, Thianes
and Grand River, inducl uiiater tisa riclîest and ilîuîst fertle
portion ai tise Western Province. Tite chapter devoleti to tise
- Gealogical fcatures; andi suit" ai tise cotuntry is Occasionally
obscure, and nal mithtout îîîistakes, irbicis, with a littdo
reflectian aîtd Caro, mlighit have been avoideti. Il dllIe great
lakes are plactil lu tise lineof contact betireen tire vast Chains
ai G ranite andi Liait!stune." 1low dlucs this gcneral statemont
apply ta Lake Oîîtariu auîd Lake E:rie, thc lakes .1)Zi C.£Cellczzcc

ot' Canada. Tise Granite li tuat with at tise castera exttreiiy
oi Lake Ontario, andi tise Laku iî.,cfis cxcaxateti wisally out cf
unaltcreti Lowcr andi Upper Silurian rocks. Lake Eirie is ex-
cavateti entirely ont ai Upper Siitriain anîd Devonian rocks,
and in nu part is iess tlîan 200 iilles iroîni granite caxpusuro.
Tise observation is prilyauctwith regard l tu kes iluren
aîîd Superior, tise least imîportanut of' Cztuadiatn lakes. Again,

FErontQeic the Nig r ued .,[;te [?] is peCrllaps tho prevail-
ia rock," anti in tlîe very ncat line, "the siubsoi aroune
Lake Ontario is litsestone oin granite.» . . 1 "On Lake Erietite strata are linICstu, bhlae ý? anti sanistonoc." Tîtese con-

tradictions andi errors acqutre Impiortance in Canada iîre the
rai facts are lucally known, bacauso they Icave roum for cavil
anti ungçncraus rritit;isru, and igay affect tise value ai tise essay
andi tbe intereats il la ireil debigneti te subserve.

The ebapter tiesciibing tisa struggltas and liopes ai the Carly
settier ai Uppar Canada is a trnthsiul picture ; tise eue whicli
follovrs il, partraying tise farnier ai Upper Canada as distin-
guibiet froin tise early -solfier, laise aioîl drawn andi vcry

"-Vere 1 nketi m is tige leadîing cliaracteri8tie o et iSpper
Canaian farier, I aIiouni ti iîuctiiuably asnswtr, PLN-i Plenty


