162 THE RISE AND FALL OF ANTI-CHRIST.

until the days of Papin. It was by his decree that the Pope of Rome was
raised to the dignity of a secular prince, by having conferred upon him a great
part of Italy as Peter’s patrimony. On that occasion, Pope Paul I., on whoo
the patrimony was first conferred, assumed the tiara, or triple crown, whic

denotes that he who wears it is Prince of princes, Vicar of Christ, and He?

of the Church; and which has since been worn by his successors. By thi
assumption he identificd himself as the eighth head of the Roman Empir¢
The wild Beast from the abyss, the great-Antichrist of Scripture, was thug
fully developed, and the propheey fulfilled. In_corroboration of this view of
the subject, it may be added, that Christ is the King of Nations as well as t ¢
King of Saints; and therefore it was not until the Pope of Rome was thv?
exalted above Christ, both as King of nations and as King of Saints, that tbef‘
Scripture was fully verified which saith, ‘“ He opposeth and exalteth himse!

above all that is called God, or that is worshipped.’ i

The decree of Papin was afterwards confirmed by his son Charlemagne, 82
the development of Antichrist as King of Nations, to which it gave rise, t00
place, as nearly as we have been able te ascertain, in the year 758—the sﬂ“‘f
year in which Paul I. began to bufld the Cattiedrals of St. Petcr and St. Pat )
By taking this year, then—the yedr 758—as the commencement of the Pap '
Kingdom, and adding to it 1260, the predicted period of its continuance, w
are brought down to the year 2018, according to the Julian mode of reckogo
ing ; or exactly to the year 2000, according to the prophetical mode of 3
days to the year. The year 2000 after the birth of Christ, therefore, may
looked upon as the wtmost limit to which the Pdpal Kingdom or Pope’s reif?’
either as a civil or ecolesiastical ruler; shall extend. Then it shall be ¢2
plately and for ever overtlirown; and the Milleniaf era of the Churchy’s Jubd®
will begin.

We have said enough to satisfy our own ‘mind at least, that the conjecwre
we have thus thrown out is far from being improbable. That which te®C
more strongly to confirm us in the opinion is the fact, that the year 758 c0;
responds exaetly with the charaoteristio ‘mark of the Beast, or number 0}
name, when we reekon from:the time the revelation was given to-John 18
Islo of Patnios. . The nimber of his name,” said the angel to John, .4
666.” Why was this ntmber made known to John, and why wis he "oi,‘
manded to make it known to thé Church? One design which God h“gw,
view might be, that the Church might know vwhen Antichrist should B )
and of course what persecutions she had to expect. He would arise, said o
angel in effect to John, 666 years hence, for that is the number of his p8
.and pracisely 666 years lence—that is, in the year 758—he did ariso intd .
preme power, both in Church and Statd. On dssuiing the tiara in that y
the Pope of Rome waa declared Prince of Prindes, Vicar of Christ, and } tof
of the Church. He thus became fully developed as the great Antichﬂ:m,
Scripture, exaltigg himself “above all that is called God.”” That this €7y
tion took place precisely 666 years after the prophecy was made known /s
angel to John, 18 well known to: every one acquainted with ecclesisstic® . yef
tory. The prophecy was made known' to’ Johm in the Isle of Patmos, WP’ »
he had been banished by Domitiah, in the yéar 02, the eleventh year afte? "
mitian commaericed his reign, Now; if we add 666 to the year 92, it-brif=pe
down exactly to'the year 758, thd precise period, as we have seen, Wb"’;sﬂ
P()ntlf.f Of: me rose to the hedd of the Bmypire as & secular as swell o
ecclesiastical Prince. Again, if we add 1260, the predicted period of the '
finusnce of his power, to 758, i will bring.ub down, as we haye snid, 899 ¢
ing to the prophetical moede of reckonmiiig, exietly to the year 2000 after pe?
birth of Christ, as the predictéd ers of his complete and final overthro™r g
:} ;.lhe k},IJgGODSS of this world. shall become thé kingdom of our God and ©
Christ. 4 G

If we be corréct in the conelusion we have thus arrived at, that the wil



