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WHAT THE ANGLO--SAXON
BACE OTYES T LIICEIOM-
. ARY VFOLIEN.

The descengdsnts of the early Saxons in
England or America should be the last
to disparage the positive and aggressive
influence of women jn mission work ;
since none r sy 5o directly trawe their
oen evengelization to that influence
es ther, When Gregory the Great,
having me interested m some Suxon
youths offered for sale in the slave-
mprket of Rome (v. 0. 5853) and plagned
a migsion to the British Isles, he found
diffiiculty in seouring men of sufficient
courags to venture upon those savage
shores, Augustine and his thirty or for-
ty misgionary associaties actually turned
back after starting for Pritain, owing to
the accounts which were iven them of
the ferocity of the people, and of the al-
leged certainty that the whole party
wonld be sacrificed on heathen altars.

But 2 women had ventured upon those
shores, and pm&red the way. The
young IEx—lncea:s rths. daughter of one
of the Kings of the Franks in Gaul, had
‘been marzied to Ethelbent, ng of Kent;
stfg 25 & Christinn she bad insigted. npon

condition in her marriage that she
should be allowec to ghserve the rites of
her own religion, and $hat she should
take with her a Prankigh Bishop-as a
chiplain. Her Saxon husband, won_by
her plely and glgﬁtion of chargeter, had
ovon rermitted the erection of a litble

~chorch uesr Conteshory, .were throngh

years of feithfnlness, though amid the

- susroundings of absolute henfhen dark-

ness, she worshipped he” Savier in sim-
i€y and in ‘truth. .
ﬁmgory sonsdered her influence & provi-
dentinl eppering wedge; and it was the
hope ingpired by ber presence which en-
conroged the missionariesto land in Brit-
ain: 4.D.597. .
Contrary to their fears they were re-
osived moat gracia. Ay by the Kiug, who
mgy;a sbor timq permitted them to-wor-
1ip in Bertha's chapel. At thefollc.ing
‘Whitsuntide they were permitted to-ad-
minister baptism to King Ethelbert him-
self; and on £he next Christmas dsy, as
Papa Gregory in s letter informa his bro-
ther- the Pafrisxch of Alexnndria, ““up-
wards of {en thouzand men: of Eent ve-
ceived tism, in the .walers of. the
Srale.” Agmstinebesamotho first Bish-
op,of Cautesbary-
I -xgmﬁnrthypf note . that ggixe
2, that: Angmsting hoptired tho. King
. dx};& in his_ <&ston$

monastery of Iona, neither of the two
knowing that ere long two waves of Chr-
istian evangelization would meet ont he
shoresof York and Northumberland—one
set on fout by an Irizsh monk on a lonely
island of narthwestern Scotland, the ath-
er by a Fragkish Princess in the Conrt of
Ethelbert.

Twenty yeara aiter the landing of Aw-
gastine another advanee of th(tlzg'uth was
made to the northward, through much
the same influence as hefore. A faithful
mother has borne and trained a faithful
daughter. Etlelbu~ra, daughter of Ber-
tha, when given -1 marriage to Edwin
King of Nortl raabria, under thé same
stipulation thu: :er mother had made.
She took with vy Pishop Paulinus as
chaplain to the X-rthumbrian Court.

The life of I..7win had beer ntrangely
checkered by vici-civudes. He had been
carried to Wales i his childhood, to av-
oid sure destru. «n at the hauds of a
usaeper.  In his wanderiegs and despon-
dency he had seen i & vision one who
promised that he showld yet learnof a
new life and a better law than lyis fathers
had known.  Moved by this circum-
stance, together with the influence of his
wife and her chaplein, he became, when
a king, so thovﬁi::fu! thst he fiially call-
ed & couneil of hiz thanes and priests to
consider the queation of a new religion.
They met about twenty miles from the
city of York, where was edacted one of
the mo3t striking scenes in the histery of
misgionsry erterpriae,

- Adter.-og0iasd~2ncthor had spoken,
Coifi, the High Priest of Woden, avose,
gnd after frankly stating that be had al-
ways derived hiysupport from-the Norse
yehigioly - ke yet counsolled that they
whould listen 3 any who could if possi-
ble, tell them of a better way. ¥eo was
followed by one of the King's thanes,whe
gaid: “The lifo of man in this world, €
Kine, may balikened to what happeneth
when thon art sitting at suppoer with thy
thanes in the time of winter: a8 fire
blazing onr the heayth, and the hall is
warm; without, the rain and the snow are
falling, and the wind is howling, sudden-
1y there cometh & & v and flieth
through the house; ehe entereth by one
door and goeth dut by another; whileshe
is within the houge sho feeleth not the
howling blast, but when the short space
of teat is possed; she filoth “out egain in-
t0 the storm, and pasethozay from dur
oyes, BEven o it 35 with thie-brief ife of
roen; it-appecreth for a little while, bnt
what procedeth it or what comsth after
f5vwe knosrnot &b all.  Wherefore if $hiz



