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BRITISH COLUMBIA

Orrick OF TRE COMMERCIAL
——

BUSINES. AT VANCOUVER.
Monday, Ap]xl‘:l 22,

swholesalers and retatlers stll come
;-::\‘.1': of hard times fn Britdsh Colum-
bt A feeling expressed by the varl-
oux wholesalers this weck I8 to the ef-
{» 1 that Vancouver trade 18 very Jul
und money fs tight. while the Koote-
ney country for varfous roasons {8 en-
tire ]y hopeloca s far ag coust actlons
ave concerned. In Jiossland business
s Jepres¥ed and merchants wre nerve
oux over the labor crisis. In the Slo-
can country trade {s serlously affected
vy the diflicutties miners hu\'o‘ in
tandiing thelr stlver-lead ores. while
¢hr Bonndary country is suftering from
la: k of transportation facllities. Klon-
Qdke trade, however, {s opening up
mly and wholesalers are hopetul on

score.
‘m;w(?ﬂnn grocery irade )8 suftering
very much In Vancouver fromn the fp(:l
that there are reventy-five groceries
guing ibusiness In the city where th'e
populution is estimated from twenlye
e to thirty-five thousand. Matters
have come to such u ferjous pass in
this connection  that the time is
thought ripe for some such starting
experiment as s deing considerel at
present, A eeries ot meetings ‘h:x\e
been held with a view of complating
the plans 3 possible for the :.mn.!g“t-
mittion o° all the grocery ouncesias in
the city into a joint stock coa:* 1 un-
Jer one mangement. The jdex 48 10
enormously decrease expense , dolng
away ontirely with the present credit
system, and establishing e mercantile
rating plan, and, of course, to purchase
goods cheaper from the wholesalers.
Every man would be given stock In the
noew concern socording to the vatue of
gtock in his store above his debts. ‘The
numbor of stores would be cut from
75 10 490, and these 30 Wil be distrl-
buted through the city according to
1he density of the population. All
grocers refusing to come into the com-
bine would be considered =2 menace
and treated accordingly. From pres-
ent fndications & would appear that
the scheme might be satlsfactorily
worked out, as over 50 per cent of ?he
grocers have expressed thelr approval.
It the proposition is carrivh Into effect
men of straw who have deen carrled
by the wholesaters to the detriment of
legitimate trade will, of cours?, be
frozen out.
e el et e St

British Columbia Market
PRICES AT VANCOUVER.
{By wite to The Commetctal) ~
Vancouver, l;\prll ’.’i;l

o clunges this week have Loeen uniin.
xu:rrlt,.;m. l‘tl::ls pave docdined to Gl and
diver ckin onlons have advauced e per
t \ew patatoex are on the marhet, quot.
ol at 2e: chorrlea At $1.766$2.23 per box,
aud strawberrles at $4.75 per case of two
duzen boxes.

FLOUR—Dellyeted B. C. polnts—Mani-
toba patent, per barrel, $1.80; strong D.k.
crs, $1.50% Qregon, $4.60 per barrel; Ender.
13, B. C. patents, $4.80.

FEED—National milis_ chops, $24 . per
tou; bran, $20; shorts, $23; O\l chke wea),
+§35 ton, f.0.b. Vancowver, including duty
paid on Imported stuff.

HAY—Shuswap, double preseed, #22 per
ton; Fraser Rlver valley, $18 per ton.

MEAL—Rolled oats, 90 sack, :
‘two 451b sacks, $3.10; four 22 sacks,
£330; ten 7Id sacks, $2.50; oatmeal! ‘in
10D ucks.l r 1001d,” $3.28; lu B0W sacks,

R.00 per .

Hlbtl:.?s AND WOOL — Sound heavy
s ¢ R 00, BT
cows, C: sheep a o
e "ﬂ:,g: deer skipy, green, 8¢ 1b.; deer
sing, dry, 20¢ 1b.3 wool, 6gl . .

LIVE STOCK—Stecrs, 50 per 10010 5
sheep, §6 per 100Mb; hogs, $O.50GET.

POULTRY—Not quoted.

DRESSED MBPATS—Bceef, 9%@10%': mat.

ton, {112 : porh, 8ci veul, 16idle,
CCHED MEATS-—-J1aws 15%@10c; Lreak:
fast bacon, 16@17c; tncks, 15¢; long clear,
Be; rolls, 1473 xmoked sldeg, 1de.
LARD—~Tins, 13%c per Ib; palls, 12%c

tubs, 1212¢,

nvnr:%ﬁ— Tocal creamery, fresh, 30c 3
Manitoba creamery, 25c: Callfornia, 2ic.
Eggs— Fresh loca), 200@22¢; Northwoest

egrs, 184110¢.

{HEESE—Manitoba, émm% 25

cgetables — Ashero: pota ) o
Fraser River valley potatoes, $20@$22 ¢
per ton: caullfiower, $1 per dozen : cue
ulees, ST per doz.: pear, Glae: silver
in onlonx,  444t5e;  local do.. ke Ih;
aweet potatocy, 20; tomators, $2 box: cal-
bage, 201 aspamapus, 7400 uvw potatees,
We qur .

FISH --Flounders. 8c¢: smelts, Sc: ses
hase, 40; whiting, Gc: soles, 5S¢ halibot,
6¢: salmon, 10c: cod, 8¢ per Th: crabs, 60c

t dozen: smoked salmon, 10c¢ ; smoked
m}\but. 10c; smoked nerring, Oc; shrimps,
GBEEN FRUITS~—California navel or-
nRes, L2795, lemons, $2.95: bavanas, $2.35;
e fraft. §$3.00 case: Oknnagan apples.
£223 o hoerles, $1L.T5642.23 per box; atraw-
bertles, $4.75 per oane of 2 doe. boxes.

THE OOMMERCIAL

NUT8—Almonds, 15@16¢c; filberts, 12%c;
»‘ecanut:.m 14c; thull. x8<1:: m(\ilnuls.

© ; cocoanuts, 90cl$1 per dosen.
) SUGARS —Powdered, lcing had bar,
6%e; Tarls lump, 6 ¢ gmaulated, § ¢
uxtra 8, %ie: faney yellows, 4¥e; yellow,

'Ugc nere 1,
YRULD'S—=30 gal. Lasrels 2%cd;: 10 gal.
kegs, 2c: O gal, tips, $1.75 each: 1 Ifﬂla
g&:. otf!. case of 10; xal. t'ns, $.25
TEAB—Congo, falr, 1l%4c: good, 18c:
cholce, 29c; g\ylon and ff:%lu.‘ fafr. 20c.
ICE=Chiuese rice, §7¢ ton; Japan rice,
03303 ton; taploon, Bu: mago, be.
CANNED GOODS —Corn, $£1.00; pens,
[0541$1.10, tomatoes, $1.20; Leans, $1 25,
HARDWARYE—=Ilar fron—Dase,  $2.75,
florse shoe nalls, discount. 40 per cent;
i\;one shlocs, kegg, ss.oos.sz l}'{
ase _price, .70, cut .25, e,
o Baled o VR B
utty, .80, Barbed wire, $4.76 per 1
th. Glass, Orst bresk, $4.75. v

. PRICES IN THE KOOTENAY.
Speclal to The Commerclat,
Nelson, April 27,

Pusiness Is quict, Eggs aw lc lows
er.  Fresh Ontarlo butter Is oftering
at Ye und ¢ former suppliey of creame
ery. Oats have advanced $2 per ton.
Flour 1s down 20c¢. Hay is $3 per ton
lower,

Butter—Fresh Ontarlo creamery, 21
to 2ic¢; dalry, cholce, 22¢.

Eggs—1ie.

Cheeso~1le.

Qats-—Per ton, $30.

Militeed—Bran, $20, shorts, $22 per

n.
Flour=Manitoba Patent, $35.20.
Hay—Per ton, §

Potatos—Por ¢on, §24.

to,

British Columbia Salmon Fishe

cries Situation,
Spoecial Correspondence.

A8 It was last season the settlement
of the wages question between the
caanreries and ¢che tishermen will be the
diffionlt one of the season this year,
Already several meoeetings have been
held in Steveston, and although in-
formal, they have demonstrated that
the fishermen intend to prese their de-
mands to at least & reasonable degree.
Fifteen cents a fish has been suggested
for some time as & probable standard
of rate, but some modification may be
made by the fishermen themselves.
Some time ago, according to state-
mends then made, the fishermen  ap-
pointed an exccutive with power to
meet the executive of the Canters’ Ase
sociation.  The latter body has not
yet been appointed for this season, but
from statements from Indlividual can-
ners, it Is assured that the fishermen
will be met in & very broad and reason-
able avay, and it js probable that all
of the money losing difficulties of last

senxson will be arranged early this
year. One of the most prominent
canners of the assoclation, Dr. Bell-

Irving, struck the key-note of the
whole situation the other day, wlien
he sald In an Interview that the can-
nertes wished the fishermen first of all
to appreciate the fact that they con-
stderad that thelr interests and
those of the fishermen were identt-
cal, he went on to say that swhether
there would be differéences regarding
minor matters at the beglnning ot the
season, he hoped that a satisfactory
arrangement would be come to, where-
by the rush of the eason's work would
proceed without any ¢rouble. He re-
mindad the fishermen that the can-
nerfes on this side of the line are oper-
ating under some disadvantage to the
canneries on Puget Sound. There the
system of traps is practically unlimit-
ed, where in British Columbia watere
all the fish have to e taken by hand,
In this way expense s naturally added.
Then, too, Dr. Bell-Irving sald the gov-
ernment of the State of Washington is
more tberally inclined towaris the in-
dustry then the authorities of DBritish
Colun'hia and the Dominton, but that
of coirse, is a question wWhich may
right ft=elf in time.

On ‘he other hand there is perhaps
a mirority opludon among the can-
nery men., which looks towanrds the
same difficulty and a possibllity of
the ccurrence of the strike of last
year. This they think, however, may
be avolixd by a consideration of rea-
sonable terms at the proposad confer-
ence.  But then it is a fact neverthe-
less that practically mone of the white
fishermen of the Fraser river have
Teen supplied with money during the
avinter scason by the cannerymen,
v 1ile many of thelatter have retained
a sufficlent number of Japanese 10 see
them safelv through the season ould
trouble arise. We agree, & sever,
with the apinlom expressed only a fow
days ago By one of the most experi-
enced operators on the Fraser River,
that the less the canneries have ¢o do
with the Japanese the better.

British Columbia Notes,

Paul Rledel & Bro., grocers and
bakers, Grand Forks, have assigned.

W A, MceLeod is opening a clothing
n;ul men's furnishings store at Fer-
nie.

The Vancouver Ofl & Gas company,
owning 3,000 acres of oll lands in
Whitman county, ‘Washington, will
commence sinking a 10-inch well im-
mediately.

Thos. Hanly and Jane Russell, do-
ing business ns the Rusgell Hardware
Company, at Greenwood, have dise
solved partnership., ‘The business will
be conducted by J. A. Russell.

Bank clearings at Vancouver for the
week ending April 18th, were $X07,862,
balance $177,361. A comparison can-
not be made with the corresponding
week of last year, as on that occasion
two holtdays Intervened.

The Wholesale Grocers' assoclation
at thelr last meeting held fn Victoria
elected officers for the ensulng yeur
as follows : S. J. Pltts, president; H.
T. Lockyer, vice-president; ¥, L, El-
worthy, secretary-treasurer; F. N,
Black, honorary secretary, Vancou-
ver. The credit systoan was discussed
and §t was declded that 2 per cent.
would be allowed on accounts paid by
the 10th of the month ¢following pur-
chase, the net will be accepted wlithin
thirty days, and after that time {n-
terest will be charged.

The following companies have been
inoorporated : Flower Manufacturing
Co,, Limited, capital $20,000, Lynn
Creek Copper Gold Company, Limit-
ed, capital §30,000; North Thompson
River Exploration & Development Co,,
of British Columbla, capitat $30,000 ¢
Robertson-Godson, Limited, -capital
£100,000; Ship Drumcralg Com 1y,
Limited, capital $50,004; Similkameen
Company, Limited, capital $25,000,
The Rossland Proprietary & Mining
Co, has been Jlcensed an extra-provin-
clal company with a capital of £10,-

British Columbia Mining.

The Great Western Mines, Limited,
has removed thelr head office from
Revelstoke to Ferguson.

For the week ending 10th Inst,,
the Miner-Graves syndlcate shipped
147 cars of ore, the shipping welght of
which amounted o 4,:10 tons.

The new hoist at the Mother Lode
mine Is now running smoothly, and
the ore sorting plant is also working
satisfactorily. Shipments to the smelt-
er at Greenwood have of late aver-
aged 300 tons a day. The main shaft,
which iIs now down 320 feet, Is to be
deepened to HOU feet.

Miscellaneous Mining.

On the Toronto exchange Monday
\White Bear sold at 33c, ‘Solden Star
was finmn at 7% and Tlc. Some sales
of Republic were made at 2214c.

The dijrectors nf the Princess Maud
Gold Mining company have levied th2
thirty-second assessment of one mill
per share, 1t is announced that a
fine body of ore lias been found in ihe
third level. Tourteen assays taken
since March 14 have given a geueral
average of $22.94 to the ton, of which
$7 was In gold and $15.94 In silver,

It is reporte” that th:e American
Mining company, a part of the Unis-
ad States steel corporation, lLas a
$500,000 option on ore lands !n Can-
ada, which is expected to bo closed
this weeK. This i3 regarded as enter-
Ing the wedge towards the int oduc-
tion of foreign ores free of duty.
There are no important opened mines
in Canada that could compete in the
United States, except those of the
Clergue Syndicats at Sault Ste. Marle,
but their ores will be largely consum-
ed in their onwn works for the manu-
facture of stecl for export to Europe.

Tenders.

The city of Winnipeg is advertis-
ing for tenderg, to be in by June 23,
for the purchase of $836,708.22 of de-
bentures.

Tenders will be recaived up to Mon-
day, April 20th, by W. D. Ruttan,
Manitou, for the erection of a Metho-
dist parsonage in Manpitou, Man., also
for the purchase of the present par-
sonage property.

Applications will be recelved by
Jobhn McCarthy, Regina, until the 10th
day of May next for the purchase of
$3,400 debentures, bearing 5% per

801

cent., repayable in 20 yearly instal
mentg, on the sccurity of  Gratton
school district, Regina, N. W, 1T,

Tenders will be recelved by Jno, Wil-
s, Box 351, Melita, Man., up to
May 1st, for the erectlon of a frame
school house on stone foundation in
the Peninsula school dlstrict.

Tenders are wanted for the pur-
cliase and removal of wooden bhulld-
ings situated on the cast side of Main
street, Winnlper, and known as Nos.
i1, 611y, G13, G135, Apply to room 20,
040 Main street.

Tenders wiil be received up to the
2 fnst, by the chlef englnecer of
the C. . R. at Winnlpeg for clearing,
grading, bridging, tracklaying and
surfacing on the Arrowhead and Koot-
enay Rallway from Lardeau tu Trout
Lake, B. C.

Tenders will  be received by the
commissioner of ablic works, Regina,
up to the 1ith May, for the construc-
tlon of a scow for the mew ferry to
be operated on the North Saskatche-
win river fmmediately west of Rosth-
ern,

Implement Trade Notes.

Thine prices are belng quoted as
Yol'»ws at Chilcago: Sisal and stand-
ara 8iGe per pound.  Manila, 600-toot,
10%¢, and pure manila 11l¢. Cariot
prices are fjc less,

The McCormick Company will re-
place with a new four story brick
building the warchouse near Minne-
apolls, which it had destroyed by fire
last year. The cost ot ¢he new bulld-
ing avil be $100,000,

Roports from the iron and steel mar-
kets of the United States are to the
effect tHat agricultural fmplement
manufacturers have bought very
theavily of those materials during the
past two wecks. The purchases for
Chicago account alone have been about
one-quarter of a million tons.

Binder twine orders have been com-
ing In to ’anitoba dealers pretty free:
1y since t!- buylng scason opened. In
fact it has Dbeen learned that some
dealers placed thelr orders before the
close of last year in order to get the
advantage of prices which prevalled
at that tlme. Since the late rise intwine
prices orders have fallen off and many
of the retailers who are not now book:
ed will probabdbly walt until near har-
vest before ordering.

R. H. Potter, who 13 one of the trav-
ellers for Johnston & Stowart, imple:
ment dealers, Winnipeg, has returned
from an extended trip through the
west, Mr. Potter reports very satis.
factory results from his trip, business
having been very good in all scason-
able lincs of implements. The country
along the Calgary and Edmonton
branch of the C. P. R, he found parx-
ticularly prosperous. Many new set-
tlers have located there this spring,
mostly people with money. These have
all had to have new outfits,

Engine and thresher men report an
excellent outlook for the coming sea-
son's trade. They have already book-
ed a good many orders and are adding
to the list every day. Prices for these
lines hold &t about the same figure as
a year ago, belng If anything, a little
lower. Machines are being made on
much the same patterns and there are
no new features to note. As one local
manager put it, “We have our ma-
chines so pernfect now that they can-
not be improved upon."

Implement men here find business a
iittle slacker now. *Spring orders are
practically all out and there is not
much use pushing for new business
until farmers are through seeding.
They have no complaints to make re-
garding either the quality or quuntity
of the business which has fallen to
them so far this year. Orders have
been much more numerous than the
carly part of the ycar seemed to prom-
ise and there was considerable Aif-
culty experienced In getting supplies
forward from factories,

e e repttets

The Lake of the Woods Milling
Company are this week fllling orders
for Africa, China, Australia and Eng-
land for Manitoba flour.

Our Vancouver correspondent says:
During ¢the past week several repre-
#entatives of the Puget Sound lumber
firms have been in Vancouver endeav-
oring t0 My ocedar timber imits. These
representatives say that the cedar iim-
it on Puget Sound have practically

exhausted, and they are here now
looking for an immediate suppiy. It
1s stated that the finer work of finish-
ing Jumber d8 having a remarkadle
l1370011 trade fn the Sound milling busi-
eSS,
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