1070

TEHE CoOMMEBRCIAL.

in the quality of the goods. Wo have heard
quito & number of complaints of late te the
offect that | t- of buth tutter and cheese re
coived here or in tho cast from Manitoba
have beon held tov long.

* *
*

Manirons will have considetablo flax to
soll this yecs, and the prico is therofore
matter of interest to many. The prico of
cash flaxseed per bushel on the Chicago mar-
ket on Aug, 1, 1895, was $L.19; Avug. 1,
1891, $1.25 por bushel ; Aug. 1, 1893, $1.00 ;
Aug, 1, 1892, 81.01%; Aug. 1, 1891, 81.03 ;
Aug. 1, 1890, 81.833. 'The price will likely
rulo lowor this year than last, as tho cron
aroa was largoly 1ncreased in tho Nurth-
wostorn states this yeonr,

*

IT is estimatod by the United States agri-
cultural departmont that tho annual loss
from smut in wheat in that country is $18,-
000,000, It is said that smut is prevalent
this year to a greator extont than usual in
tho spring wheat crop, and if this is the case
it will detract much from tho value of the
crop. In Manitoba wo arc not awaro that
smut is more provalont than usual, though it
will be hard to determine this before tho
movement of new whoat has sot in. Thore
i3, however, every year a considorable loss on
account of smut, and this is the more
regrottable as it could be almost entirely pre-
vonted by caro in solecting and treating seed
by the farmers. The extra cost of cleaning
smutty wheat takes several conts per bushel
off its value, and oven after it is cleaned it is
not worth as much a3 choice pure wheat, as
it is practically impossible to rid the grain of
the disagrocable smutty odor. Some wheat
gots so badly smutted Hhatit can never be
made fit for milling,

& * *

WHILE the winter wheat crop in the
United States may be fully cqual in bulk to
the 225,000,000 estimate based on the official
crop report, it will not nearly rcach this
amount in milling value, on accuunt of the
low quality of the grain, Very little of the
new winter wheat is grading No. 2, and the
No. 8 and No. 4 grades are very inferior
quality. In fact, in actnal ‘nilling value,
the crop is probably no better than a 200,000,
000 crop of ordinary quality, and this fea-
ture shuuld be taken into consiceration in
compiling crop retucns, A private letter to
THE COMMERCIAL from & Chicago grain firm
makes the statome it that “‘our winter wheat
crop hero is as mnearly a failure as it is
possible f.r a crop to be, only one car in ten
to twelve grading No. 2 red, and the No. 3
and No, 4 are of very inferior quality., A
Iavge proporticn of the arrivals of spring
wheat thus far also are going into the lower
grades on account of simts.”

* % *

CONSIDERABLE opposition has been raised
in some quarters to the proposal to establish
& Salvation Army agricultural colony in
Canada. It is not cortain tinat the Army
will establish a colony here, but if they do
dectde upon this, wo do not think chere is
any very scrious objection to be made against

Watarous Engine Warks

GCOMPANY,
Winn‘peg, Manitoba,

Engines and Boilors.
Barnard’s Special Separator
Elevator Machinery,
Saw Milils,

Northey Steam Pumps,
Creamory Engines & Boilers
Shafting Pulleys, ctc.

the onterpriso. Wo understand that any
porsons who will be sont out, in the ovent of
a colony being cstablisked here, will bo only
such persons as havo beon given a thorough
training at the Salvation Army farm in Eng-
land,’and who have proved thomselves indus-
trious and steadfast in their attachment to
tho occupation. The arrangoments announc-
od for the government of the proposed colony
are very thorough and complete. In fact wo
have more hope of the success of the proposed
colony. than we have of any undartaking of
this kind proviously attompted in this

country.
4 * . *

THE Montresl Trade Bulletin complains of
too much rain. Some of the districts in the
East which suffered so severely from drought
this season are now having too much rain,
Ono of the immediate cffects of the rain is to
reduce the price of hay, and a good second
crop of clover is now likely to be sccured.
Wiien the winter demand sets in, hey will
ne doubt advance again, asit is hardly likely
tho aftermath will bo sufficient to make up
for the deficiency in the first cutting. We
do not expect, however, that vrices will reach
a figuro that will allow of the profitable ship-
mont of Manitoba hay to the East, The
Canadian Pacific Railway a shourt time ugu
announced a water rate of $1 per ton un hay
from Fort William to Ontario points west of
Toronto. To shis would have to be added the
rato of 18 cents per 10V pounds from Mam-
toba points to Fort William, making the
froight alone from Manitoba to Ontario
amount to $7,62 per tun, Adding $t for the
price of the hay at cuuntry puints herea
very low price) and Si for other costs of ship-
ping, the cost delivered in Ontario would be
$12.60 per ton, which figure is above the cost:
of No. 1 timothy in Toronto at present. Our
wild prairie hay would have to be offered
very much below even No. 2 timothy to com-
mand any salo in the East.

*
* *

JUST a line more on the question of weeds.
Some contend against any compulsory law to
destroy weeds, saying that the only effort
should be to educate the farmers as to the
great damago resulting from weeds, Educa-
tion i3 good, but it will be found that there
will be a few persons in tho most progressive

conmunities who will not use ordinary care
to keep down weeds. Such persons should bo
compolled by a stringent law, actively inforc-
ed, to destroy weeds, as a means of protection
for their neighbors, This compulsion will
nover be accomplished through the path-

master or local inspection system,
*  x o=

A TELEGRAM from Ottawa, published in a
‘Winripeg paper recently, roads as follows .
‘‘The deputy minister of agriculturo has just
returned from Manitoba and the Territories,
and will roport on the great prospect of profit
tosettlers in flax crops. It can bo sowed at
tho first ploughing of the prairie and is worth
a dollar to a 1ollar and a quarter a bushel.
‘The average this year is twonty-two bushels
por acre.'” If the doputy minister has been
corroctly reported, he has been badly misin-
formed. The official average of flax this
year in Manitoba is placed at fifteon bushels
por aoro, and the usual average yiold is less
than has becn cstimated for this year, Tho
prico stated is also much too high, the usual
range being about 75¢ per bushel, though last
year prices touched as high as $1.25. No
doubt fla.c could be grown to udvantago vn a
largersca!o in Manitoba, but its succeptibility
to damage from late spring frosts, render< it
necessary that flax growing should be adopted
with eaution, and while every farmer might
grow sumo flax, no one should make 1t a tend-
Ing or principal crop.

* *
*

The first carload shipment of fruit tms
season, froia_British Columbia, was shipped
from New Westministor to Manitoba and
the Territories on Aag. 16, by the Chatliwack
Valloy Fruit Growers’ association. Tho car
contained 1,U50 boxes, aggregating in waight
24,000 1bs. consisting of plums, apples, and
crab-apples, and was sont forward in a car
specially arranged as_regards ventilation.
The fruit was cousigned to dealers in
Calgary, Regina, Brandon and Winnipeg,
and the car being attached to o special tea
train, was expcct9d to imake passenger train
timo to its destination. It is to bo hoped
British Columbia growers will be ablete
follow up this shipment with many moro
this soason, and that in a few years they will
be ablo to give the prairio region east of the
mountains a regular supply of fruit. Car
loads of fruit aro coming into Winnipeg
daily from Califormia and other parts of the
United States. A largo portion of this
should come from British Columbia. It1swm
supplying us with fruit that British Columbia
has its greatest opening for trade with tho
great prairie region cast of the mountaius.



