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THE COMMERCIAL.

The Assize Court.

The civil cases which have as yet been dis.
posed of at this court do not amount to ten per
cent. of the munher on the calendar, and o
number of eriminal cases of importance have
also to be overtaken.

Among the cases disposed of duiing the past
week was that of McKenzie v the London and
Lancashive Insnrance Company.  Plaintitl sued
this Company for the payment of an insurance
policy on the Kuappen House, which was burned
in February last, and the origin of the five in
which was shronded in mystery. Defendants
sought to avoid liability by shuwing that gaso.
line had been used in the building for lighting
purposes, and the use of the smme was contrayy
to the terms of the policy issued by the com-
pany-  The theory of the defence was that the
presence of the gasoline aparttus generated and
permeated the whole building more or less with
gas, and that the sane in all probability caused
the explosion with which the fire commenced
through being ignited from the furnace of the
steam-heating arraugements. A great army of
evidence was produced on both sides, and the
defence introduced the evidence of Professor
Bryee, of the Manitoba College, to prove the
éxplosive and dangerous nature of the gusohue
used in the building. At the conclusion of the
evidence  on Wednesday  afternoon,  Mr.
MceMahon, Q.C., addressed the Jury for the
plaintiff, aml My, Biggs for the defence.
Justice Miller summed up, and the Jury 1e-
turned a verdict for the plantul of 5,166,456,

‘The case possessed unusual mterest for the
business public genernlly, as the guestion of the
liability of insurance comprauues 13 une of great
importance in Winnipeg at present. It had
additional interest in  the fact that M.
McKenzie has six cases against other insur-
ance companies in connection wath the same
fire, and this one against the London and
Lancashire may be said to be the test case.

There is ¢very probability that the case has
not been heard the last of, as the counsel for
the defence lodged the usual objections after
the verdict, and an appeal wall in all prolalahty
be taken.

Contrary to the genemal cexpectation, an
amicable armangeimcht was reached on Friday
aftermoon  hetween counsel in the cases of
McKenzie against the different insurance com-
paunies who were interested in the Kuoappen
House fire. The case against the London and
Lancashire, in which the Jury gave verdict for
the plaintifl, scems to have heen a.cepted as
test, and Justice Miller, on the aftermoon in
question, announced the scttlement and dis.
charged the Jurymen.

The terms of scttlement, it is understood, are
that all of the companies pay plaintiff seventy
cents on the dollar of amounts insured, together
with their own costs and a proportion of plain
tiff's. By this armngement the six companies
interested will pay over $21,000. The arrange-
ment will no doubt be an acceptable one to Mr.
McKenzie, while the test case supplies a prece-
dent by which the liability of insurance com-
panics will he niore clearly defined.
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Brandon.

The Imperinl Bank of Canada has purchased
a lot on the corner of Rosser Avenue and Tenth
Street, for which they paid 8150 per foot. It
is their intention to creet a handsofae brvick
block next spring.  In the meantime, they will
oceupy a building which is being erected near
their own property.

The weather being favorable, building still
goes on briskly ; some new houses are being
started. Jack Frost, however, will soon stop
butlding operations for this year. Theve is
every probability that it will be rencewed in
the spring with greater vigor.

The several gram warchouses and clevators
are approaching completion ; grain is coming in
more freely.  Busmess is brisk, and large ship-
ments are being made West. My, Owen Cagson
shipped several car-loads of goads to his hrach
house at Regina.

The contractor fur the sulewalks 1 pushing
on the work vigorously. He finds great difii-
culty on account of the scaraty of labor.

L. M. Forticr & Co. shipped to the Oglivie
Milling Company four cars of wheat this week.

The tire engine is on the way from the Ronald
Manefacturing Compiny. It ix expected to
arrive in a few days,

The nomiduation fur loeal honors takes place
on Monday, 4th December,  There will be few
hanges in the present Counal,

The Johnsun estate 13 having a boom ; lots
are advancing in price and sales are rapid.

The McTaggart Bros., iron and brass-founders,
of Purtage Ia Prairte, are being encomranged by
Brandomtes to remove their works heve.

The Bell Tlephune Company  are sobang
patroiage wWitha view to murodueing this usetul
messenger into Brundon : 2 number of sub-
scribers have heen secured,

Wheat, 73c; oatg, Sic: harley, G0c¢ : pota-
toes. 7o . flanv ot offered. Waood, S10;
coal. SIS,
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Emerson.

Notwithstanding the mud of the past week,
business has heen steadily good in this town, and
gwin receipts are on the increase.  Merchants
speak of a general impovement, and a free
feeling in collections, and look forward to a
general rush as soon as a settled freeze up
sets in.

The sale of the retasl busimess of Ashdown &
Co., mentioned Iast week, was to Messrs.
Killer & Akius, of thix town, aud Jerry Robin-
son. of Winnipeg, who will carry ou husiness
under the firm name of J. Robinson & Co. 1t
is the intention of the nev: liowse to go into a
wholesale and jobbing businesy, and the retail
house of Killer & Akins will be carried on as
herctofore at the old stand, and will remain a
distinet and separate institntion.

Wheat sells in the streets at from 70¢ to §0c,
oats, 45¢ to 4Sc ; barley, 65c.  There is plenty
of comipetition in this line, and Messrs. Trail,
Maulson & Clark, of Winunipeg, are in the
mavket, and represented hieve by My, Russel ns
buyer.

A. Rinskoff hias retired from the partuership
with Mr. Proudhomune in the Fmerson Hotel.
The latter has taken in Mr. Robinson ss partner,

and the new firm name will in future be Robin-
son & Proudhonme.

The vesidents of this town and the visitors to
it will be well pleased with the new mrange-
ments of the C.P.R. regurding through tickets
to the East and South, which came in force on
November 1st.  Coupon tickets are now issued
at the ticket office to all the leading points in
Enstern Canada and the United States, and
haggage can be checked thiough to all similar
points.

Mr. Burnham’s fine new block on Dominion
Strect is fast approaching completion, and will
be ready for occupation within a month. The
Emerson Club will locate in it as soon as the
upper floors are ready for occupancy.

A meeting of citizens was held in the offices

of the Emerson and  North-western Railway
Company, on Saturday afternoon, at which it
was decided to send « delegation to Ottawa to
use endeavors against the disallowance of the
3. & N. W, charter. Thosc present were net
then aware of the action of the Dominion
Government on the subject, and another mect.
ing with a diffcrent object will probably soon
be called.
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‘I'ngkeare few, if any, inland townsin Canada
where such enterprise has been shown as in
Prince Albert, and this is all the more marked
on aceount of the limited means of communica.
tion which its people have with the  centers of
trade. It can only be reached by steamboat
during two orat wmost three months'hs the spring
and carly summer, and at all other times team-
ing. or travel by York boat, is the only means of
transput tation ot communication. Nevertheless
quite & live tuwn exists there, and a prosperous
colony around it. At present a mail reaches
there only once in three weeks, nl\d;}ll(:huSium
of the town naturally suffers thereby.  The
aims of this enterprising town and old settle
ment around it for a weekly mail should be
urged at Ottawa. No doubt the expense of
conveying the same would be considerable, as
it cutails five days of » drive cach trip. Still
the efforts of the people to build up a town
should be encouraged by the Post Office depart-
ment at the Canadian capital, and it is to be
hoped that some of our Manitoba members of
Parlinment will lend their aid and influence iu
the mwatter.

—

A Montreal paper of the 28th says - Yester
day, one of the leading brewers of the city
purchased a lot of 40 bales at 75¢ per lh.,
which is the highest price yet realized for a
vound lot of hops in this market.
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IT is understood that the Great North-west
Telegraph Company propose laying a submarine

" cable across Lake Supenor, which will make a

conneeting link of dircct communication he
twcen Manitoba and Ontario. The line hetween
the two Provinces will be ria Owen Sound,
Sault $te Maric, and Thunder-Bay, and its lay-
ing will be onc of the greatest tclcgmphic
undertakings of the American continent. It is
much wanted at present, and will be another
link between the two Provinces of the Dominion
which have so many commercial tics.



