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mained, however, a difficulty oven aftor the
discoverics had been made, The grent coal
beds were all away wost, and the trausporta.
tion by rail of tho coal from tno wost to the
oaatorn portions of tho prairie c--antry, would
inorease tho coat of tho commodity cuasiderably.
\Vhile the con! could be bandled and transport
ed more cheaply than wood, the long railway
haul would mako tho cost a «-asiderable 1tem.

The construction uf a railway to the Souris
coal region, oponed the most convenient svurco
of supply for tho castern part of tho country.
These mines arve not sufficiently doveloped yot
to al'ow of a confident expression as to their
value Tho location of this coul territury, how-
sver, is exoceedingly favorable, and if the sup-
ply comes up to exp2ctations, the south eastorn
portion of the prairiec region will be assured
choap fuel. The weat is already abundantly
aupplied with conl of excellont qualitics, and
uanlimited quantities. If the recent discoveries
in tho Prince Albert distriot prove extensive,
the rasult will be the opening of coal mines in
tho north contral region. In that region thore
is abundance of wood fuel convenient for all
likoly requirements for many years to come.
Thore are vast forests to the north of tha Sas-
katchewan, so that it will not be necessary to
depend upon the newly discovered conl. The
coal, bowever, is favorably lacated for shipmeat,
toa large section of country which is most re-
mote from the proviously discovered coal beds.
This will inolude the northern portion of Mani.
toba and a considerable part of northern As-
siniboia. Another yceat feature about this lat-
est find ia the fact that it is convenioni to na-
vigable water. It is on the banks of the great
North Saskatchewan river, which is navigable
for 1,000 miles, and is tribatary to Lake Win.
nipeg and the Red river. With a slight ex-
penditure in improving navigation coal could
be Iaid down at Winnipeg, by water from Prince
Albert, at a low cost. An abundant supply of
good coal at any convenient point tributary to
the Lake Winnipeg system of navigation, would
be a great thing for Winnipeg, as well as for
other parts of tk> country. We shall hope that
these northern (Prince Albert), aud southern
(Souris) coal depasits will prove as valuable &
the well known western coal regions already
developed, and then with coal to the north of
us, coal to the south of us, and coal to the west
of us, and we may add coal to the cast of us,
we will be able to worry through the coldest
winters with comparative comfort,.

MUNIOIPAL TAXATION.

Winnipeg's civic rulers are still pondering
the question of municipal taxation, and they do
not seem to make much headway. This is not
to be wondered at. ‘There is no mo:e difficult
problem to solve than that of taxation. Econo-
mists differ widely in their views upon this
question. It is an easy matter to pick flaws in
existing systems, but to present a praotical
plan for a perfectly fair and equitable system is
about as difficult a thing as one counld tackle.
But while it may be almost an impossible task
to frame a perfeot syatem of taxation, much less
o system which would be acceptable to all, it
would not be & difficult matter to greatly im.
rove upoa the presont system. The most glaring

foature of our prescat mode of taxation, is its
ineqaality. Tho present plan isto tax only
what ia visible, thus laying tho burden upon tho
plant of tho mauufacturer and the atock of the
morchant If plaat and stock (that is capitah
is to be taxed, why not tax all capital® Tt is
said that thoro 1s about $25,000,000 of untaxed
capitalin Winnipsg. Chis muchahould be plain.
that if tho persvaalty tax is to be coutioued n
any form, it thould bo extended to all capital,
whether ropresonted by stocks of merchandise,
manufacturing plant, mortgsges, bonds, cash,
etc, The statoment is sometimos made, that
if loan companios and banks aro taxed, intorest
rates would bo advaaced, or the companios
would bo forced to withdraw. But the same
rule will apply to merchaudise, and it would be
just ag sensiblo to say that if a tax woro placed
upon atocks, the grocer wonld bo compelled to
advaace his prices, or close his store.

The question of continuing the personalty
tax at all is one which is wortby of considera-
tioa, In Qatario the legislature passed o law
some timo ago giving municipalities the optiou
of abolishing the taxation of personalty, so far
as stocks and manufacturing plant are concern-
ed. In place of the persopalty tax, a busines
tax was provided for, not to exceed ten peor
cent, upon tho rental of the premises occupied.
Taxation on o ba3is of rental value is the pre.
vailing systsm in Great Britain, and has some
good feature, as compared with that of taxirg
stocks and plant. In Quebec, the municipali.
ties, under o provincial act, collect a business
tax, in the form of a licenso fee, instead of tax-
ing merchandise, etc.,which license is regulated
to some extent by tho amount of business done.

Nothing can be more unfair than the system
followed in Winnipeg, Each one should con-
tribute to the municipal fund as nearly as ps.
sible in proportion to the ravenue which he de-
rives from any pursuit, while enjoying common
citizenship. If the stock of the merchant (his
capital) is to be taxed, then to be equitable,
all capital shounld be taxed Thers ix the alter-
native of abolishing the tax upon plant and
stocks, and establishing a direct business tax,
either in the form of a license, or based upon
rontal value, or the substitution of an income
tax, under which all business men and others
should be made to contribute.

ASSESSHENT INSUBANOE.

Another asgessment life insurance order—the
Vesta—with headquarters at Philadelphia, has
assigned. The large number of these orders
which have gone under of la‘e, should show
conclusively the unsafety of trustiug entirely
in ““society” insuraace. Some of these orders
are no doubt founded upon sound pria-
ciples, and for a time may be conductsd on a
gound finaacinl basis, but 2ome time or other,
sooner or later, looseness is very liable to cresp
into the management of theseconcerns. While
we would not say that all social insurance
orders shounld be completely avoided, we would
positively edvise that complete dependence
should not be placed in them. They shounld as
a rule only be regarded as ‘““temporary insur-
ance,” and when viewed fa this way may bo all
right, when made use of to a limited extent,
and with geeat cautionin selocting the “‘order.’,

Those who wish to provide for psrmanent lifo
insurance, should loso no timo in selectiug a
roliable company. Whoea the full amcunt of
permanont insuranco desired has beeun secused,
then ihis may be supplomented by ** urdor”
insorance A man's life aay vo s good risk
to day, Lut tomorrow a week, or a month
hence, ho might find it imp issibla to securo a
polioy in a reliable company. Lifo is full of
vicissituder  The maa who trustssclely to the
asgeasmont orders may at any moment find
himself complotely shut out from the yossibility
of obtaining safe insurance in any of the reliable
corporations, In tho meantimo tho order or
ordors in which ho has placed his trust, may
drop out of existence, and ho is left entirely
without provision for *ho future.

FIRES AT THRESHINGS.

The large number of fires at threshioga all
over the country, again calls attontion to this
question Every paper one picks up now-a.
days, i% suro to contain accounts of the destruc-
tion of grain stacks, and frequently also of the
burning of buildings, by sparks from threshing
engines. It is the same story evory fall, but
this fall scems to be more prolific of disasters
of this nature than usual. Many faurmers have
lost the results of tho year’s labor, in o few
minutes, and when buildings go up in smoke
along with the crops, the blow is a most severe
one. There surely must be something defective
about the machinery, when this is the case.
With all the inventive genius engaged in the
manufacture of machinery, some one should be
able to invent a plau whereby this risk would
bo greatly reduced. The losses every season
from fires at threshings, demand attention, with
a view to providing more effectually against
them in the future. Tho use of electricity is
beirg steadily oxtended. Why not apply elec-
tricity to the threshing mill? Could not the
electrio powar be generated at o safe distanco,
and be trausmitted by a wire to a motor attach-
ed to the machine, thus avoiding the necessity
of having & st:am plant, with the dangerous
fire and flying sparks in close proximity to the
grain stacks? The writer has not much of a
mechanical head, and koows searcely anything
about tho practical use of steam, much less of
electricity, but it would seem that mome one
should prove equal to the occasion, and adopt &
plan whereby the danger of fires at threshings
would be obviated. Ay it stands now, every
farmer who cmploys o stzam threshing outfit,
runs a serious risk of being buraed oat.

EXPOBTING GRAIN,

Those familiar with the grain trade of Mani.
toba, will remember well the difficultios sur-
rounding the exportof last crop. Fora long
time Manitoba was practically shat out from
the senboard. Tho railways had more business
than they could handle last winter, sni even
had thers boen no other difficulties in the way
there would have beon delays on accoant of tho
congested nature of traffic. A good deal of the
trouble nrose, however, rogarding cortain feat-
ures in connection with the  export of Canadian
grain via United States ports, Mavitoba geain
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