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malned, however, a dilicuity aven aftor the
discoverioa havi been mnade. Tho great, coul
beas wcre ail away west, snd the transporta.
tion by rail of tho coal fron tuc wost ta tho
catera portions of the prairio c.atry, would
inercase tho cent of the cornmodity cu-asidortibly.
Vhlle the coi coula bc bandlcd and transpn)t

cd more ohcapiy tbao %voua, skhe long ratlway
haul wouid mako the cost a v .aslderablo item.

The construction t a railway te tho Souris
caa! regl..n, oponeci the rnost coavenlent suurco
of supply for theo asera pa3i t of tho country.
l'base mines are notsaufficlentiy dovciopod yet
te ai'ow cf a Confident expression as ta their
value Tho location cf thie coal territury, how-
evor, le exceedingly favorable, and If the top.
piy cornes up ta expct %tiens, the south casSera
portion of the prairie region will bc ansured
cheap fuel. The weat la already abundantly
strpplied with coal of excellent qualities, ana
unlirited quantitica. If the recent discaverie3
ia the Prince Albert district prove extensive,
the rasait wiii hc tlte opening cf coi! minces in
the north central region. la that region thore
in abundanceocf wood fuel conveaient for ail
likoly requiremente for many yeara ta come.
There are vat forcit. tu the north of thts Sau-
katchewan, ce that it wvill net hc necssry to
depend upori the aewiy discovered Coul. The
coal, however, in favorabiy l'cated for shlpnt
ta a large section cf country whioh la moat ro*
mote fruai the previausiy discovorcd coul heau.
This wiil Inoludo the nortbcra portion cf Mai-
toba anîd a considerable part cf northerin As-
ainiboia. Anether great feu turo about this lat-
et find ià the fact that it in conveniený te nu.
vigable water. Tt la on the benks et the great;
North Sasketchewan river, which le navigable
for 1,000 miles, and la tributary ta Like in-
nipeg and the Red iiver. With a slight ex-
penditure la lrnpreving navigation ceai could
bo laid devra at Winnipeg, by water fram l'rince
Albert, et a iow cont. Ait abundant auppiy et
good ceai et any conven lent point trlbutary ta
the Làke Winnipeg isy8tem cf navigation, wouId
be a greet thlag for Winnipeg, as well as for
ether parts cf th 3 country. WVe aah hope that
theso northera (P'rince Albert), aud southera
(Souris) ceai dop5site wiii prove as valueble aw
the weli knowîî western ceai regions already
dovelopod, and thon with ceai ta the north cf
us, ceai ta the seuth of us, and ceai tu Vie west
of us, and we xnay add ceai te the eut cf us,
we will ho able ta worry through the coldest
wintera with comp,.rative comfert.

MZIUNICIPAL TAXATJON.
Wlnlpeg'a civie ruiere are stili penderiog

the question of municipal taxation, and they do
not sera to onake much heedway. This le not
tei bc wondered et. There in na mo:e difficuit
problir ta salve than that cf taxation. Eceoo
initia differ wideiy la their views upon this
question. It in an may matter ta plck flawa in
existiag syntonie, but ta present a practicai
plan for a perfectiy fair and eqoitable syatcmi ln
about as difflcult a thing as one couic!. tickle.
But while it; may be almoat; au impossible tisk
ta trame a parfect syatem cf taxatioa, mucli lus
a systemn which wouid be acceptable ta ail, il;
would net be a difficoît matter ta greatly im-

raove upon the presont astem. The mo.tglaring

tfature oi eur prescat mode cf taxation, la 15es
Inequallty. The prescaît plan ls ta tax only
what le visible, tue iaying the Lurdon upon the
plant of the manufacturer and the stock cf tho
merohant, If plant and stock j that in capital)
le te bc taxcd, why not tax ail capital, Tt la
cald that there ss about 825.00,00 of untaxed
capital auWinl2g. risernchaitouldbeoplain).
that if tho pit rîaaty ta la ta be conîtinuad !u
any forwu, it éboula be extended ta al[ capital.
whether rcpresentcd by stocks ef merchoindise,
rnaitufacturlng plant, mertgagea, bonds, cash,
etc. The steternent ia sernetimos made, thet
if boan companios and banks arc taxed, haleront
rates wouid be advaaced, or the companles
woold be forced to withdraw. But the taern
rule ilII apply ta merchaudize, and ilt would be
just as sensible ta say that if a tex wero piaced
upen stocke, the grooer wouid hcoompclled te
advance lais prices. or close his store.

The question cf continuing the personalty
tex et ail is one whlch la wortby cf coabidera-
tion. In Ontario the legieiature pacd a iaw
teome timo ega giving munilipaitîca the eptia,.
cf ahailshlng the taxation cf psrsonalty, se far
as sieaks andl manufactorisig plant are concera-
cd. In place cf the por&enaity taxi a bouies
Six wua provided for, nat ta exce tan per
cent. uon the renti eft he preomises occupied.
Taxation ou a baic, cf rentai value les the pire.
vailing systsin la Great Britain, and bas coine
good fuature, as comparod. witki that cf taxicg
stocka and plant. lii Quebea, the iiiunicipali.
tics, under a provincial act. calct a business
taxi la the forai cf e license tee, instced cf tax-
ing mrcrhandise, etc. ,m hicli license la rcgulated
te nomse extent hy the amoont cf business donc.

Nathing cisi be more unfeir than the systema
taliowed la Winnipeg. Escli anc sauld cen.
tribute ta the municipal tend as neariy as pas.
cible in proportion ta the ravenue which he de.
rives from aay pursuit, while enjoying commen
citizenihip. If the steak et the merahant (his
capital) in te ha taxed, then te bo equitible,
ail capital ehold bo taxed Thera la the alter.
native cf ahbolebing the taoc upan plant and
stocks, and estabiishing a direct business tax,
aither in the feri cf a license, or based upea
rentai vainc, or the substitution cf an incarne
taxi, under which ait business mca and althera
aboula ho made ta contribute.

ASSESMENT INSURtAUE.
Anether assassiment lle insiirance order-the

Vesta-with heudquarterà al Philadeiphia, lias
assigned. The large number of these ordera
which have goîta under et late, sbeula show
contbusively the unsafety of trustiug entirely
iii "aeciety" insurecce. Soma cf these orders
are ne dcubit foundtd upon souna pria.
ciples, and for a timne may ha ccnductud an a
sonua fcaucial hais, but teome timie or other,
zeaner or latier, leoenes ia very liable te creep
iota the mansgement cf those cencerns. While
WC would net say thet &Il social aurance
erdere abould ho completely aveided, ave wouict
positiveiy advise that complote depeaideace
abould net hae piaced in thena. They aheuid as
a ruie oaly ho regarded sis "temporery insor.
ance," and when vicwed in this way may ho ail
right, when made use cf teae limitcd extent,
and with grisai, caution lu celocting the "aorder.',

Those who wieh ta provide for parrnatieit lita
insurance, should loue ne tirne la selcctiug a
relleble Companiy. When the full ana' 'unt .»f
permanent insurance desired has be,, atcu, cd,
then Lhis rnay ho supplomented by 1, rder"
iaaoa-anoe A man*@ lire a ay ùo 'i good riak
tri day. but tornorrow a weok, af e month
hence, ha tnigot fuc! le irni-)assiblî te &coure a
pbolicy la a reilahia camrpany. Lite in fuîl et
vIcIssitudep The nicu wbo, trusta scli-ly ta the
assassinent orders aaay uit any moment find
hiniscît completely shut eut fromn the russibllity
of obtaialng mate insureaco in aîy of the ireliable
corporations. In the meantirno the order or
orders Ini which ho has placoal bis trust, înay
drap fot of existence, and ho is lft entlroly
withont provision for 'ho future.

FI3ES AT TflRESBIUS.
The large number cf fires at thre&hiugd ail

aver tht country, again calta attention ta thîs
question Evcry paper co pick. up new.a.
days, PI sure te oatain accaunts cf tho destruc-
tien cf grain stacks, and frequeatly aise cf Sthe
burnioq of buildings, by aparke tramn thrcshig
englunes. It le the came &tory overy fa!!, but
this fuhi sens ta be mare proliflcofe disasters
et this nature than usuel. Many farmiers have
lest the resuita of tho year's laber, in a tewv
minutes, and mileu buildings go up la emoke
aiong %vith the crop3, the blow le a most nevere
une. There suroly muet ho someothing defective
about tho machinery, whcn tlais là the case.
With ail the inventive gouius engaged in the
manufacture ef naaehiiîery, sme ane abould ba
able ta lavent; a plan whereby this rlek wauid
ho gretiy rcduced. The losses every season
tramn fires et thrcshingo, dcmand attention, with
a vicw ta providing more cffectually against
thea n the future. Tho use ot electricity ia
beir.g steadiiy cxtended. 'Why not epply eleo.
tricîty ta the tbreshing moill? Could net tho
elecîrlo gower ha generateal et e salte distance,
anîd be traînsmitteal by a wire ta e metar attach.
cd te the machine, tua avoiding the necessity
of having aet stain plant, with the dagarous
lire anîd flylag sperks ia close praximlty tu the
grain eteoka ? 12he writ6r bas not mucli et a
mechanicai head, and knowa scarcely enything
about tho practical usa cf steana, muchlu cs o!
electricity, but 15 wculd seena that tome, one
aboula prove equai te the occasion, and edopt; a
plan, wherehy the danger cf fires at ttehiaga
would be cbviated. Ai 15 stands noçç, every
fermer who employa a tteatn tbreshing outfit,
runs a serions rioîk cf being buraed eut.

EXPOETING GRAIN.
Tho8o familier with the grain t rade ot Muni.

tobe, wilt remember wel the dlfficulties sur.
rauading tie expirt cf lest crep. Fer a long
time Manitoba avas practically catS ont tro.-a
tue seaboaird. Tho reiiways had more business
than they coula hitudie lest winter, auJ aven
lied therehoea no other difficulties lu the way
there wouid have beau deicys on accont tio
coagested nature et tramfe. A good deai ofl the
trouble arose, liowever, regarding certain teeS.
ures lu conîtectian aviti tho* expert of Canadien
grain via United Statea parts. Mdanitoba grain
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