THE, COMMERCIAXY,

Qur Book-Keeper Kicks.

¢ There, confound it, I have ucen through
every one of the eight hundred and odd pages
in that old ledger of ours and hiwve found only
two hundred unsettled acconnts. It it wero
not for the care needed ia the examination of
80 many uuscttled accounts, in order to skip no
live ones, Icould have been out riding with my
best girl for the past two hoursat Joast. Why
is it, anyway, that book-keepers are using tho
same old ways of keeping customer’s accounts
that were in use before I was born? Now,
thore's the boss, he sits back in his chair (not
with his feet on the desk, however. Oh! not)
aud just talks for a few minutes to anice young
lady, who pretends to follow cach motion of
bis lips with a funny lookiog scrawl on her note
book, then he oxcuses her, and while she retires
to her cozy little nook to play with her type
writer, he comes out to my desk and with a
sigh of relief, says well, thank fortune, my
work isdone—answered that batch of letters
in fifteen minutes, And that impuf an office-
boy, look at him, just putting away the last
letter of that same batch, while I'm talking.
Yes, those cabinet files are a great improve-
ment, over the way I haad to file letters when I
was a boy, used to fold them, writing inside,
and put namo and date on back and put away
in bundles: took an hour or so to find one
when you wanted it.

That briags me back to lelgers azain; had to

" look up an item three years old in the account
of one of our best customers, found six differeat
places where he had bLeen carried forward in
this ledger, and then had to drag the old one
out of the corner and huat through, I doa't
know how many pages o that. Of coursel
started at the wrong ead !

You know we have to take stock next weck,
and I must begin opening a new ledger; that
will make the fifth since the busiacss started.
No, this ledger is not all ased up ; bat it won't
last the year out, and the other books start
fresh with the new year and we have to pre-
serve uniformity you know. Sce tbe waste of
timo ; I have to write two hundred names on
the pages which bave becn alloted to them,
{and I apend hours in laying out the various
spaces required by the several closses of ac-
couats, and then giviog 2o many pages to each
sub-division) after that I must write two han.
dred pames in the pew index, and also enter
two huudred items and amounts tranaferred.
It wearies me to thiok of it.

WWhy can't I tcar the old biading off, putin
fresh leaves in places ‘most appropriate, and
sontioue tho accounts as thoy are? Well, J
might do that, only for the fact that all those
old dead accouants wonld be staring me in the
face for another year or two, and I am dead
sick of them now., No, I'll do anything to
get them out of sight! Why docsn’t some
genius get upa new fangled machioc that you can
drop items into and grind ont monthly state.
ments by tho yard? Blamed if I don’t feel liko
an old nsed up machine myself, every time X
get through my usual semi-monthly thumbing
over every page in that confounded lodgor,”

All thiz happened yesterday afternoon. This
morning tho air has been 80 bluo that even the
offico-boy felt it, and refrained from his usual
happy-go-lacky whistlo, and has wado errands

for himself rathor than romsin anywhere in
aight of that book-keoper.

After lunch, howuver, feeling better our-
sclves wo ventured to peop at our book-keep-
er's uasual placo, and noticlng o pleased and
contonted amile on hid face,were thunderstruck
at noticing that he was doing just what ho was
kicking so [furiously at, only last evening,
thumbing over that same old ledger, and anon
pausing to takea fresh sheot from a pile be-
fore him, and writing thereon, Curiosity get-
ting tho bettor of our feas of being jumped on,
wo inquired tho reason of tho ovident change
in his foelinge.

* Do you aco thoso shects?! That's my rew
ledgor. Ob, yes, youcan jumpall you like;
but it goes all tho samo !  As I go througb this
old ledger, I putthe titlo of ecach open account
at tho bottom of one of thoso sheets; then
when I gesthrough, I can sort them up any
way Iliko; divide them into classes,suchas
general accounts, creditors, customers, city,
country or according to linos of railway, as I
please; and then arrange cach class alpanbeti.
cally. You notico the holes at the top? Well,
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that is for the purpose of hiolding them on a
Shapnon file. In thatway they can’t getlost
or disarranged. I can usc ono (ilo for geveral
and creditor's accounts, and one or more solely
for customers. Then when an cecount is paid,
I can tranafer it in three sccounds to a file tor
closed nccounts, and thus do away with all that
dead matter I was kicking about. Ican show
% customer his account and  he will not Lo able
to scoany of tho othera, Then too, any ac-
count started on these shests, no matter how
many of thoss shoots may bo used, will bs all
togother (that is, tho balance duo, if any, on
the open file, and tho used up shoees on the
closed file) from pow till the ond of use of the
syatem.

No, there is no index, that's done away with.
Thesheets indox themselves.  See all the time
that eaves—fally ono-half on tho poating and
two-thirds on opening now accounts.

How did T happen to cstch on {o theidea ?
Well, it isn't mine, worse luck ¢ I wish I had
tho patent on it. I wonder why I didn’t think
of it myself *  After lunch, I called or our old
friend, tho expert, acrass there from tho post
office, and found him workiog away at posting

itens on to sheets liko thoto, and after watch-

ing him a fow minutes and asking some quea-
tions, I wanted thoet system right away. I
rather timidly inquired if I might use the idea,
and was surprised to find that he had a stock
of sheets on hand, and had been advertising his
patent ledger for some time ; only I've been so
blamed busy digging at this old book, I haven't
road auy advertisements for I don’t know how
long, o told me that ho had to got out of the
old rut in order to do the work that camo to
him.  For necarly two years past, he has been
keeping five difforent sets of books going (writ-
ing thom up once a month. He got up this
system and gave it a thorough trial on three
different sots beforo he had it patented. e
showed me one set in which were seventeen
hundred closed accounts, stored away in bhis
vault, and three hundred open accounts neatly
bouud at the top with leather covers, ready for
use in the store where they belonged, and as a
proof of tho saving of time, he makes ont the
three hundred statements of open sccounts fur
a leading merchant tailor in three hours work
which, using an ordinary ledger, containing two
thousand accounts as this does, would take
nearly all day.

Another set, for which he used the loose
sheets, belonged to & firm of contractors and
builders, and without any provious knowledge
of the busiaess he has becn able to keep his ac.
ceunts classified throughout the progress of
various jobs and show results {n a manaer that
would be simply impossible in a bound book,

Just think how bpicely my trial balance wiil
como off every month. All the accountsin the
various groups in their proper place, and thus
sbowing quickly the progress of the business,
and enabling comperisons to be mado with re-
sults shown in tho past. You can't do that
with a bound buok. No matter how carefully
you apportiou the spazes required, some ac
ceunts will overrun aaid space, have to be
transferred and thus destroy the symmetry of
tho workk. Al o!d book-keepers know that,

Two New Gompanies.

The Manitoba Loau aud Trust Company is
the name of & financia® concern recently organ-
ized in Winnipeg, the officers and airectors he.
ing well kuown local men. The capital stock
is £2,000,00, in shares of 850 esch. 'J'he com-
paoy will invest in mortgages, on real estate,
corporation debeuntures, cte. At present there
are_quite 8 number of loan companies doing
business in the country, but #aese are aesxly alt
branches of companies which have their head
quarters in Eastern Canada or Great Britain.
A good local compzuy will, no doubt, receive a
liberal patronago.

Tho other iastitution to which we refer in
the heading above, is the Great West Life As-
surance compaay. Neatly all the Life Iatur-
anco companics of Eastern Carada, besides
soveral United States and 0ld Country com-
pavics, have offices in Wibnipeg, and some
have important investments ia this city. Tue
Great West, however, is the frsy local com-
pauy to take the field. Tho autiiorized capital
18 $£00,000, in shares of $100 cach. The stock
of this now company is now on tho market. At
present large sums of monoy are annnally sent
oat of the country, in payment of premiuins en
lifc yolicies. A new conotry always standsin
=cod of capital to develop its resonrces, and the
money sent away for life insurance, if keptat
homo for investment here, would bo a consider
ablo gain to Manitoba. This is the object of
the new Lifo Company now formed ia \Vioni-
pcf. The money which it receives in hasiness
will boinvested at home, instead of being sent
to Torooto, Montresl, New ¥ork, Leondon,
Glasgow snd other citics,




