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A Thrilljng Talo,
ROMANGE OF THI® BATTLE OF THE LITTLE Bl
HORY.
(¥vom the New York Herald),

_Those who havo read tho accounts of tho
disnstrous battle of the Littlo Big. florn are
familiar with tbo nama of Licut. Do Rudio,
who was cutioft frord his command and lost
for thirty six hours, 'The particulass of his
adventures whilo endeavouring to getto tho
fellows of s commiand havo not yet baen
given to the public, and but for the kind
ness of a friend in thia city, to whoms he has
written a letter contnining an account of his
adventures, tho iutercsting story given bo-
low might nevar.have reachéd beyond his
own emall circlo of army companions.
Through the kindness of Lieu'. De Rudio’s
friend wo spread before our readers & story
of thrilling adventure and miraculoe wucape
equal to anything over oonceived in the
mind of a novelist. It contains an clement
of truth which makes it straunger than liction
and shows what a world of romaunco and in.
terest may be concealed iv a singlo line of
lolegram. Every one knowa that Do Rudio
had been cut off {from his companions for
thirty six hours, but the storey of how that
:itﬂo was spent has beenreserved for him to
eil.

‘The letter is dated # Camp on (ho north
side of the Yellow Stono river opposite the
Big Horn, July 5th, 1876," and referring to
the disastrous battle of the little Big Horn,
it says :—

*] had a narrow escapo at the battlo of
the Little Big Horn on the 25th and 26th of
June, aund I will endeavour to give you my
experiouco of Indinn fighting. At abcut ten
a.m., on the 25th of June, after having
marched all night, General Custer’s scouts
roturned and reported that they had discov
erod an Indian village, about fifteen miles
distant, on the Little Big lorn, and that
from what they had sctn they supposed the
Indians to be rolrealing before our advance,
Ve continued our march two or three miles
further, when a balt was ordered, and Gen-
ernl Custer began preparations for attasle
ing the enemy. Ife detailed companies
II, D and K under the command ot Colonel
F. W, Benteen, to take the lft of our route
with orders, sol hear, tosweep everything
in his way, Cowpanies 4. A and G wero
put under the command of Colonel Reno,
und being temporarily aitrched to company
A, I found myself with this division Gene
ral Custer took companies E, I, F, L and C,
and occupied tho right of the line of attack,
‘I'he remaining compiny B, was left to ghard
the pack train. After marching two or
three miles, our command, ths centire, was
ordered to trot and hold the gait until wo
reached the river, six or seven miles dis-~
tant. ITaving reached the river we ford-
ed, and on reaching the plam beyond
the opposite bank wo were ordered
into line of battle  Iyerything being
as was ordered, we swarted on a gallap,
and for two miles pursued close on the
verge of an immenso and blinding cloud of
dust raised by the madly flying savages
ahead of us. The dast cloud was 8o dense
that we could distinguish nothing, so Col-
ouel Reno halted the battalion, and, alter
dismounting, formed & skirmisk li e, tho
right flink resting on the edge ofa dry,
thickly wooded creek. While the horses
wero boing led to sholter in the wood the
Indians opened s galling fire on us, which
was immediately responded to, the skirmush

-continuing for about haif an hour. It was
now discovered that on the other side of the
craek, in » park like clearin;rv. thera weroa
a fow lodges, and the wholo line qrossed the

creck to find the Jodges deserted.and bo ro-
coived by about 200 yelping, -yellng red
skins, The fire from the numerically su-
perior forco nacessitsted a retreat, which
was almost impossible, ns we were now sur-
rounded by warriors, Whon we entored tho
engagement wo wera only 100 strong, and
the firo of the ecnemy had madehavooin our
little band.

“ When wo wero. half way over the creok I,
Leing in tho roar, noticed a guidon planted
on tho side wo, hnd (oft, and retayned to
take it. When comiog thtough the wood
tho guidon entanglaed jtsclf in' tho branobes
and slipped out oS my hand. Tdismounted
to pick it up, and led my horse up thesouth
bank of tha creek. As I wps aboat to
moont, my horse was struck with a bullet,
and, bécoming frightenod, he ran into the
Indians, leaving me dismounted in the com
pany of about 500 Sioux not more than fifty
yurds distant,

‘“They poured a shistling volley at me,
but I wag not wounded, and managed to es-
capo to tho thicket near by, where I would
have an opportunity of defending myself
and selling my life at a good high figure, In
the thicket [ found Mr. Gerard, the interpre-
ter, a half breed Indian, and Private O'Neil,
of Company G, Soventh cavalry. The first
two of tho quartet had their horses, while
O'Noil, like myself, was dismouated. I told
the owners of the horses that the presence
of the asnimals would betray us, suggesting
at the same time that they be stampeded.
They declined toact on the suggestion, and
Ileft them snd crawled through the thick
underwood into the deep, dry bottom of the
creels, where [ could ngt be easily discover-
ed, and from whence I hoped to be able,
under cover of darkness, to steel out and
rejoin the command. 1 had not been in this
hiding placo more than ten minutes when I
heard several pistol shots fired in my im-
mediatevicinity, and shortly tbereafter ca.ae
thé silvery but to me diabolical voices ot
several ‘‘squaws.'’ I raised my hend with

_great caution to see wbat the women were

at and to discover their oxact loeation.

«I found ‘he women at the revolting work
of scalping a soldier who was perhzps not
yet dead. Two of the ladies were cutling
away, while two others performed a sort of
war dance around ttie body and its mutila-
tors., I will not attempt to describe to you
my feelings at witnessing the digusting per-
formaace. You, a3 tho father of a family,
can imagine what another father would fecl
on such a terriblo occasion. I confess 1
thought of my deur wife, my dear ohiliiren,
relatives, and friends, whom L would pro-
bably see_no more,and thero before my eyes
was being performed what, in the evernt of
discovery, would be my fate. I deter:ained
to hopo to the iast, dia as I had lived, and
gell my lifo ns dearly as possible. Finally the
squaws evnt away, probably to hunt lor
wore victims, and 1 cmployed the tme
thinking of my porilous position.

* While thus engaged [ heard & crackling
noise near me, which on investigati n {
found proceeded (rom the burning wood, the
Indians having ignited a fire, The wood
being very dry the tire made rapid headway
and I was forced from my diog place, [
cranled out of the creek bottom the same
way | had approached, and as I was about
to ascend the bank 1 heard a voice d.lling,
¢ Lieutenant ! Licutonant! I could sebno
one, but the csll was repeated, avd advane
ing a lew yards in the direclion from which
it procoeded, 1 found ail three of tho party
[ had lefe a sbort while bafore,-hidden 10 the
bottom of the creek. Mr, Gerard told me he
had loft the horsea, tied, togetber, whera I
hed seen them, and followed dowa after me,

e
« »I found that the party, like mym
afrald of the progress of the firo; but foryg.
natoly for us the wind subsided and a ligy, | -
rain foll, which, thank God, was sufliciey |,
to arrest thoe flames and revive our bogey §
that .wo tmigh Lo able to remajn therg
njght. It was now threo-o'dlock p. m. —yy
more hours o wajt—and ybg mny inaginy
how lmmmensely lang wo foupd them. Dury
this time wo could hear.and often see Iy,
disns around us, nud could hear tham (a
quito near us.

L cannot find words sufisiently expro,.
81va to describo my many thougits duy
thoso six-or sevenshourg of suspense, Mip ;
umes I asked myselfif it.was possiblo thyy 2
should end my lifo in 80 barbdraus, ineley,.
ous aod obscure manner, Somotimes | §-
would answer myself that it could not te.
I had gone through so many sacrifices fo
my adopted country, L could not thik |
should die iu such s way. [ could not be.
liove I had bgen preserved so long o end
80 unjust and obscure a manner. [Finaly
the time came when, under the protection of
night (it was very cloudy) wa were abls
come out of our hiding place and take th,
direclion of the ford, which was ‘two mily
to the south, through an open plain. ),
Gerard and the scout mounted their horae
and the soldier and ' myaself took hold each
one of o horse's tail and followed then ¥
Mr. Gerard proposed that, in case he shouly
be obliged to run and leave us and svcceed.
ed in joining the command, he would noiify
Colonel Reno, the commander, of my pos.
tion. During our teansit through the opey
plain we passed many Indinng returningyy
their village and could hear but not see
them, gy the night was very dark ¥y
reached the wood near what we took tow
tho ford wd bad passed in the morning, Ly
we wore nistaken and had to hunt for the
crossing, Once we forded the siroam, bu
fouad it was ut 2 bend and that we woul
have to ford again, Wlen werecrossed the
river we ran full into a band of eight savages,

«The {wo mounted mon ran furthoit tives;
the soldier and myself jumped into thef ©
bushes near us. 1 cocked my revolver, and,
in » kneeling position, w8 ready to firsai
the savages if they should approach me,
‘They evidently thought from the procipiate
retrest of the two mounted men that aliof
us bad decawped, and began to talk among
themselves. Ina few minutes o my sur
prise, they continued their course, and som
aftor went out of hearing. I raised upfrm
my position, approached the bunk of (e
river and called to the soldier, who immedi ¥
ately answered. We theu sn ¥ that thoe fords
were all well guarded Ly the sivages, and
that it would be very dangerous 10 attempt §
to cross nny part of the river. Of couree, |
we did not know the condition of our regi
ment, and knew nnthing about the-exten-
of their defeat. 8o that we hoped if-wg-cou!
find a gnod hiding place” Tor the ulpht me
could wait for tho prébabie -rétain'of o
command in the morning:-and- dould then
eusily jun them. Wé - Toped that th
Iudians  would lesvy | 3N
Accordingly wo séayched T
the thick underwood; &l biis !
| rivep and there-ivalted, Wit ich -apxiety:
{ our [nte on tho zaorsow,” "Tutiotghit.pasaed, 3
nud in the duti ii'squxi"ofﬁ o higaritwn g,
mense trampn g A8'cf 1y largddivaley cox-
maud. and the splnchin b Wwaier ¢on
viaced us &dfo {Foop grdssing'ib
iver. [ imgitdedit-was rnind, i:
L could distngtly hear the-sound” of i
horse’s shoes siriking-thd sfdnes, ' [-eaut
ously stepped to the' gy cfthe bushes.

look our(l was then hu riiots than
from the bank of Whe:river);




