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Cuarter LI

B Governor General of Bengal, aided by Si

aud marines belonging to the squadron o

sition.

loss of 21 men killed and 42 wounded-
the harbor was found two richly laden Dutch
ships; 67 pieces of artillery were captured.
8 (On the 8th of February the Vice Admiral
ith his squadron arrived in Madras Roads.
whero ho received intelligenca thata French
eet had arrivdd off tho coast. At this time
ho British squadron wes so numerically in.
; enor {0 tho French that they dared not
Uk an action, bt on the following day it
23 reinforced by three ships, and on the
Poih sailed with two ships of 7, five of 64,
one of 68, and one of 50 guns. Commodoro
g uffrien, who commanded the French fleet of
qur 74, five 64, and two of 50 guns, and six
igates of 40 guns each, arrived in sight of
bs Madras Roads, with the intentjou of at-

ng tho English squadron at anchor, but
jiseing nino two-docked ships undersail he

Rade preparations for his own defence.
paring the night Sir E. Hughes re-captured
veral British merchant ships and took one

Waice this success had been achioved in
the West Indies the credit and reputation
[ of Great Britain were ably supported in the
East by tho celebrated Warren Hastings,

Eyre Coote and Admiral Sir E. Hughes. Un
R the 5th of January, 1782, a party of scamen

-Vice Admiral Sir E. Hughes landed on the
B Bsland of Coylon, and being supported by a
detachment of troops and Sepoys, moved so
rapidly on the Fort of Trincomaloee, that the
BB sarrison, taken by surprise, surrendered

-prisoners of war without making any oppo-
A detachment of Dutch troops had
tetreated to Fort Ostenburgh, which it was
atoncodetermined to attack. On the morn-
ingof the 11th four hundred and fifty sea-
gumen and marines assaulted the works, and
Bafter some fighting carried tho fort, witha
In

ron came in sight, bearing north by east,
distant about threo leagues.

pan. the two squadrons werd within gun
shot,—the British being formed in line ahead
on the larboard tack. The French, who had
boro down beforo the wind in & double line
abraast with very littlo order, pegan tho at-
tack at once upon the centre and rear divis-
ions of tha Rritish, in which tho Exeter, 64
guns, being the rearmost, suffered severely,
having to bear tho fire of four vessels at
onco for nearly an hour. ‘I'he van, in which
were the heaviest of the British ships, was
unable to tack in support of the rear owing
to the light wind, but the steady bravery
and good gun practice of the vessels attack-
ed enabled them to hold their own till at 6
o'clock, p.m., a squall from the south east,
took the British abreast of the French and
they paid off with their heads to the north.!

east, and as the van bore up to assist the
centre the French Commodore made the
signal to ceaso firing, and hauled oft’ to the'
northward, leaving the msjority of the
British in no condition for pursuit. Their
loss was 22 killed and 83 twounded, besides
two sbips almost complately dxs\sbleu

Sir Edward Hughes, finding that the
French fleet was not in sight on the morn.
ing of the 18th, bore away for Trincomalee’
to refit.

On the 30ti of March he was reinforced '

by one 74 and one 64-gun ship, and on thc

Sthof April again got sight of the French

flect a few milss to the northward of “Trin. !
comalee. After a variety of mancouvres for

r

f

At daybreak oa the 17th the French squad.

Tho weather
being hazy with light winds and oceasional
squalls from north-north-east. At 4 o'clock

upon the centre. The attack commenced
at 1.30 pan.. and raged with great fury till
6.40 p.m., when the Rrilish fleet having
anchored in consequence of driftingin shore,
the French.hauled their wind to the ecast-
ward in great confusion, leaving their oppo-
nents severely damaged in masty and rig.
ging and having suffered as much them.
selves. Llhie loss ot the British was 137 men
killed and 480 wdunded ; the French owned
to n loss of 139 men killed and 264 wounded.
Having refitted his fleet at Trincothaleo,

Sir E. Hughes sailed on the 23rd of. June to
+ watch the French squadron on the Coromin.

del coast, and on the following day arrived
at Negapatam. On the 5th of July at noon,
while lying in that rondstead, the enemy
appeared in the offing, upon which all dis.
patch was used, and the British, at 3 o’clock
p-m. weighed anchor and stood under all
sail to the southward. At daylight on the
6th the French fleet was seen at anchor,
bearing north.west, distant seven or

, eight miles; and at 5.30, a.m., the British
- with the mnd at south-west bore away in
. line dbreast for the enemy.
. the enemy was observed getting under

At 6 o'clock

weigh and staading out to the eastward.

, upon which Sir E. Hughes made the signal

for a line ahoad on the starboard tacle, and

at 7 o’clock bore up for the enemy—each
. for her proper opponent in the line.

the
firing commenced at 10.40, a.m., and from
. ten minutes past eleven the action becamo
general from van to rear at a distange of
about 200 yards. At 1 o'clock, p.m., two
of the Frenchships had been so injured that
they were beaton out of the line, and the

. whole squadron was in confusion, but tho

the weather guage on the morning of the, sea breeze setin strong from south-south.
12th the French having succeeded in get- cast, taking most of the British ships abogk,
ting to the windward, bore down om the on whick the French hauled to the wind,
British at daylight. At 9a.m. Sir Edward and at 1.30 the action ceascd. : Sit Edward
Haghes mado the signal for the lino nhead  Hughes made the signal to wear round on

on tho larboard tack at two cables length.
Tho enemy then beiug north-by-east, distar £
six miles, the wind being about north—the
French squadron having 12 sail of the line
and the English cleven, Commodore Suf:
frien ordered five ships to attack the British

rge French ship laden with military stores.

van, and with the other seven boroe down

the starboard tack, intending a genorol
chase, but most of the ships wero unable:to
carry sail in the fresh breeze that had now
set in, owing to the severc injuries in masts
and rigging. Towards cvening the squadron

anchorad botween Negapatam and Nazors,

Commodore Saffrien anchored threo leagues



