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soniously interforo witi tho real good of tho
sorvice,  Imagino into what n sad state of
disotganization the British army would fall
i matters of discipline, proporly under
control of the Commander in Chief, should
be intorfored with or sot asido by political
trickery.  While such things aro possible in
Canada we cannot hopo for & really efffcient
and well governoed Fores. Tho gentlemen
composing tho Militia Staff of the Dominién
aress 8 body able and well qualified for
their duties, and we aro fortunato in having
at headquarters, in the person of Colonel
Powoll, ono who well fills the Aiatus caused
by tho retirement of tho old and tho advent
of the now Adjutant General. But the effi:
ciency of that Staff will avail but httlo, if, in
the unavoidable and consciencious discharge
of their duties, they bocome obnoxious to
somo local derhagogue who,from tho accident
of pusition, has the power to annoy them
oven 80 far as to compel resignation as the
only meansofavoidinga controversy and per-
secution incompatible with the dignity of
their position.

It hos been advanced in Parlinment that
the predent staffis too large and expensive
for the duties required of them, and it would
bo a proper mode of retrenchment to cug it
down, This wo have always denied for,
from the very nature of the service, itis
nevessary that we should maintain such a
staff a3, in tho event of invasion, will be able
to mould the forces called out into propor
shape, and which from long experience with
the duties of offico wi]l be enabled at once
to put on tha harness for aotive service and
direct the less experienced. Retrenchment
here would be in the wrong direction. In
another avenue of the same service it might
bo tried without seriously endangering the
public welfare, wo will not however, allude
to this subject any further at present, being
convinoed; that the Mimster of Militia will,
in good time, perform the operation of
“weedingout.” We have been led into
thesn remarks from circumstances naturally
rocalled by the inauguration of this testi
monial movement, which wo hopse to see
carried. out successfully,. Whether or no
Colonel Macdougall can rest pssured of the
best wishes for his future welfare bing en-
tertained by o host of friends among the
Volunteérs and Militia of Canada.

e e s

Taz Preclamation by Hig. Excellency Sir
John Young appuointing the Ist of July, or
Dominion Day, 4 prblie’ helidsy, bas been
received ,qit‘fx satisfaction in all parts of the
country, wmith the exception, perhaps, of the
fow maloontents .in Nova Scotia who hava
latly germinated from Repealers into full
Lluwn Annexagionists. It will be observed
that. the proclamation not only appointed
last Thursday a public holiday but has in.
stithted each subsequent 1st of July the
.ame, thus the object contemplated by Mr.
McConkey's bill has beon achieved without

the trouble of legislation. It is to be re-
gretted that any section of the Canadian

people should feel thomselves aggrioved by
tho Aot of Confoderation, but it 1s astill
greator osuse of regrot that they ahould al-
low themselves to bo carried away so far by
pwsion as to forget both loyalty and pa-
triovism and jeopavdize the prosent peaceand
future prospority of thewr Frowinco. Uf
course men have & porfect right to talk, and
it is genorally & 8w nd innoxious mode of
having satisfaction, but, liko all liborties, it
can bo carried too far, and then it dogener-
ates into liconse aad calls for a wholesome
check. Wo aro not among thuse who advo-
cato repressive mensures, but there is one
thing deeply ropulsive to our feclings and
which wo cannot abide with,patience, we
moan Disloyalty. If those domagoguoes who
arostriving to excito the Nova Scotian people
hnad any real griavances to complain of we
could find it possible to forgive utlerances
of such sentiments as a cooler judgmont
would condemn, but, as such is not the
case, we think it is high time all this rant
about Repéal and Annexation was put to a
stop. While agitavung tho former tdea they
at least claimed the attention of a postitn
of their fellow subjects, for * fair play’’ isan
instinet 1n the hearts of our people, but
whon, in an ov.l mument fur the success of
their hopes, they adopted the Intter alterna-
tive they at once placed themsolves beyond
the pale of sympathy and pesformed for
themselves a political aufo dafe. Let us
hope thu result may be beneficial, indeed,
we can hardly see how it can be olherwise,
for ho man or body of men can talk annex-
ation in Canada "with impunitv. Public
opinion soon puts an extinguisher upon him
or them, and they disappear from the politi-
cal field into which they can never again
enter with the faintest Lope o success.
‘There are many remarkable i.. nces of
this in Canadian history which is pretty cor-
tain to ropeat itself in the matter to which
we have reference. v

We are pleased at the appointment of a
Canadian national holiday, because we be.
lieve it one of tho necessities of our national
growth, and o stop towards the grand object
of welding tho .people of B.itish North
America into one family and range them
under one banner. Several anniversaries
are celebrated in this country with which we
have not the remotast sympathy, and which
we honestly believe would be ¢ more honor-
ed in the breach than the observance.”
They are foreign to our soil and in some in-
stances offensive to largo classes of the

_population ; all these we wish to see replacad

by one in which all classes and creeds can
join heartily in celebrating, the coneolida-
tion of British liberty in America, and the
idea 80 established perpotuated untl
all other distinctions are lost. Time, we
doubt not, will bring about this result, but
it is our duty,~the duty of every one who
loves Canada—to do everything possible to
achievo so desirable a consumation.
s‘erhaps the strongest source of British
power consists ;n her loyal and .ontented

Colontos, and 1t would be awise polioy to con-
unuo thom in intimato allianco with the
motheriand, and we are sorry that the idea of
separation should bo oxpressed in tho
British Parliamont and hy tho lcader of the
Government. But if such 18 our destiny wo
would do well to cultivate a national spirit
and thus prepare our peoplo for tho ovent.
The London Times of the 2nd Jung last thus
rofers to this subjeat :—

* Whatever guarantce is implied in tho
arrange.nent between Canada and the Com
pany is @ guarantee looking, ns Mr. Glad
stono oxpressed it, totards the indopen-
dence of the Colony. The policy of Her
Majesty’s Government is striotly i accord-
anco with tho moatured judgment of every
ono of Her Majesty's subjects in desiring to
stimulato rather than to retard the inde-
Eondenco of our groat dopendencies. Thoy

ave nowr all tho fraedom of independonco,
and recent ovents have shown thom that thoy
have more than the responsibilities of self
governmant, for they may bo called upon to
bear the consequences of acts over which
thoy have no control. Under these circum.
stances we may fairly trust to the Colonies
theraselves to Jearn the lessons which have
toou ac~apted by tho Mother Country, It
is for the good of the world that adolescene
should lead to independence, and we can
concerve no nobler ambition for those who
have tne direction of the policy in the great
sottlements of' Snglishspaaking peoplo than
to lay the four-iations of a separate exis-
tence and & separate histery in the commu-
nities they govern."

There i3 no mistaking the meaning of the
forogoing yet we do not beliove that cither
Mr. Gladstone or the Times oxpress the real
sentiments of the British people; but,
should wo unfortunately be mistaken, then
it would be our duty to gird up our loins for
the effort and boldly march forward upon
the path before us. If Great Britain desires
to cast us off) of courso we cannot crave %o
bo allowed to remain, but we do not beliove
the time has yet arrived. Indeed wo antici-
pate, after the present radical administra-
tion has come to an end, that there will be
& revulsion of feeling in England; then we
may hope for a change of policy towards the
Colontes and a wider consolidation of the
British Empire.

In contradistinction & the quotation we
have made fromthe Times, wofind the follow-
ing in another paper which givesa truer :dea
of the relations which exist between Britain
and her Colonies:

* At o late meeting of the Society of Arts
in London, Mr. J. Robinton, a member of
the Legislative Council of Natal, read a
E:. er showing the wrogress made by the

gmn Austral North American and
West Indian Célonies, between the years of
1851 and 1885. 'H declared it as his belief '
that England in her oolonids ‘possesses thé
truest and most.lasting -squrse of -nationar
greatness, and thav the aatian was bound, by
the most solomp_obligations to retawn. and
cherish them. It is, on &il accounts, her
self interest 1o do so. ' I 1851 Indiaand
the Colonies were consumers of the United
Kingdom to the extent-of £20,000,000 worth
of British guuds, .or sumething 1more than
one frthofher whéle exporl trade. In.
1866 these possessions "ad incrensed their
consumption of British manufactures three:
fold; and out of tho exports from the



