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NOTES ON THE DEFENCE OF CANADA.

No. L

Liout.-Col. Jervois, R. i, has submitted o
report on the defenco of Cannda to tho imperial
authorities, which he proposestoaccomplish Ly
a singloe lino of fortificd posts, stretching from
Quaobee to Humilton, & distunce of 548 mules.
‘Tho positions sclected are Quebec, Montreal,
Kingston, T'oronto, Hamilton, respectively 168,

172,161, and 46 milvs apart, the last station
being nearly 35 miles from the frontier ut Sus-
pension Bridge.

‘This plan involves, by implication, tho aban-
donment of tho fronticr south of the St. Luw-
rence, from the line of 45 N. L., at St. Regis,
and does not provide any mcans to cover the

linc of the proposed Intercolonial Ruilway,

Apart from these perhaps intentivual omissions
i a published report of n anilitary project, the
scheme is n true one; but as a deficiencey exists
at its castern flaulk, another—probably due to
the same cause—is apparent on the nurthwest-
crn flank of so scrious a character as to imperil
the safety of the whole,

A glance at o map of North America will
satisfy any observer that Lake Michigan is one
of the most splendid naval basins in the world.
Absolutely commanded by the almost impreg-
nable position on the island in the Straits of
Mackinaw, which connect it with Lake Huron,
and having access to the Mississippi river by
the Ilinois Canal and the ruilways centering
at Chicago, it is entirely independent of the
castern and southeastern States of the Federal
Union for its valuc as a station of oftence or
defence. 'The resources at the disposal of
those who fiold this lake are such as to make it
a matter of imnperative necessity on the part of
those who undertake the defence of Canada to
establish, as a counterpoise, a nuval depot and
military station on Lake Huron, in such a posi-
tion as will compel any force concentrated in
Lake Michigan to look to their own safety and
thedefence of theirown coasts. It will bo neces-
sary that the positigh selected should commuand
the resources of Ceatral Canada and the com-
mLunications with the'sea without reference to
the line of the St. Lawrence above Montreal,
and that such communications would remain
untouched in the event of a reverse on Lake
Ontarie. Such a position exists at the mouth
of French River, and its communications can
Lo kept open by way of the Ottawa River in the
manner described iif the accompanying memo-
randa, ;- :

» A strong.naval force on Lake Ontario would
secuxe the frontier from St. Regis to the mouth
of Nisgara River. It has been stated that the
line of the Welland Caunal is not defensible
This is a mistake. There are good military
-positions at. Niagara, Chippewa and Fert Erie,
which could be held by 4 small force, covered
with fiefd works, against almost any force, as
lopg as maval supremacy on the lakes was
maintained. From Fort Eric to Amberstburgh,
Port Colborne, Port Maitland, Port Stanley and
New Glasgow should be occupied by detach-
ments acgording to their umportance, and de-
fended by ficld works, Amherstburg and
Windsor would require strong detachments to
command the Detroit River, and Chatham, on
the Thames, must be occupiced by a respectable
force. Walpole Island and Sarnin should cach
be fortified to secure $t. Clair River, and cover
the right, flank, of the fitrst Jine of defence.
Goderich must be held to cover the Buffalo and
Lake Huron Bailway, and Collingwood and
Penctanguishine Lo cover the right flank of the
secopd 1i1 2, and the key of the defence of the
Western Proyince at Toronto. Without a
strong naval depotand military forco at French

River, it would be impossible to prevent tho
accupation of Collingwood. and 'enctanguishine,
by which the pousition ut Toronto would be
taken in reverse,and the whole line of posts une
covered, It will not mneot the circumstances of
tho caso to place this propoesed dopot at Colling-
wood or Penctanguishine, beeouso the lines of
communication would be through Toronto,
and in the vvont of a reverse or indecsive ac-
tion on Lake Ontario, thelr usefulness would be
paralyzed. ‘The post at French River would
compel the people of the Federal States to look
to the safety of their own const lines, prevent
thum tahing the iuitiative in any maaner, and
throw them altogether on the defensive. 1f
well managed, it would hermetically seal up
Lal.e Michigan, and a naval roverse there
would be productive ot no permanont results,
as an impreguable position, casily defenciblo
would atlord smple opportunity to retit :u)d
equip. Under these urcumstances, tho only
thing to gumd against would be a sudden raid,
and therefuro it would not be necessary to erect
purmancat works at tho points indicated, This
measure would only leave one vulnernble point
on the Western frontier, and that would be
from tho mouth of the Niagara River to the
Falls, ‘Tho details of the plau of dofence in
this case would be as follows. lamilton, Lon-
don, Sarnia the scecond ling, whose covering
points would be St. Catharines, Ningara, Thor-
old, Chippewn, Fort Eric, Port Colborne, Port
Maitland, Port Stanley, Port Glasgow, Ambherst-
burg, Windsor, Chatham and Walpole Tsland.
Goderich covers the rear of Sarnis and London
and protects the railway junctionsat Stmtfor(‘
and St. Mary's,  Port Glasgow approaches
within 12 miles of the Great Western Railway
at Wardsville, midway between London and
Chutham, Port Stanley is the Port of London.
Chutham must be held to cover Windsor and
Amherstburgh, as well as tho Great Western
Railway. ‘'The country around is ina great
degree impaacticable, Luing covered with the
swamps of the 8t. Clair flats, yet Proctor suf-
fered & disgaceful defeat 15 miles above the
village in 1813, bucause be did not take the
common precaution of erecting breastworks,
and arming them with a couplo of ticld pieces
The rivet is navigable for Lots to that distance.
The right flank and rear of both lines would be
coveied by the depot at Frenck River, and the
communications of ‘T'oronto, on the cft flank,
with Quebec would be by way of the St, Law-
rencee, while the right would be by way of the
Ottawa,

As this system would lenve only one vuiner-
able point on the western frontic, »o the main-
tenance of both lines would reduce tho south-
castern fronticr to a similar condition, because
the scizure of IFoit Montgomery, on the Mis-
sissiqui, & strongly cotrenched camp at Rouse’s
Point, und a fortitied position at Lennoxville,
would cffectuaily cover the southern frontier,
without being compelled to full back on the
St. Lawrence ; for it is evident that if P .rtland
was threatened ot occupied, no force ¢ uld be
sparcd or would attempt a repetition of Mont-
gomery's trick in 1775 by the Kenebec and
Chaudiere rivers.

Below Toronto, the defence of Central and
Lower Canada to Montreal is maintained by the
two lines of the bt Luwrence and the Ottawa,
containing on the first Whiiby, Port Hope,
Cobourg, Kingston, which is connected with
the second line by the Rideau Canul; Brock-
ville, connected with Ottawa by railway, Pres-
cott, Cornwall, Montrcal, on the second ; Ottawas,
as a place of arms, and for the ussembling of
the military reserves. .

It would appear that the only place uccessary

to cover with heavy permapent works would

be Quebec.  Modern science, asapplied to.artil-
lery, has rendered apy. system, ot defence.not
largely composed of earthworks useleps. It
would scem, therefore, that Ganadian fortifica-
tions should cost a comparatively small sum,
because they could be constructed by the trogps,
and should Le undertaken as a part of their
training

‘Tho cstitoated numbor of men and guns for
a full systom of defenco, us skotched out, would
Le as follows :—Second Liue, Hamilton 10,000
men, London and St. Marys 25,000 men
Port Sarnia 10,000 meu, First Line and Coy-
ering posts—Niagara 2,500 , Chippewa 2,500,
Fort Erie 2,500 ; S8, Catherines 2,500 ; Thorold
1,500 ; Port Colborn 1,500; Port Maitland 1,-
500 , Port Stantey 2,500, Port Glasgow 150,
Amherstburg 1,00v ; Windsor 1,500; Chatham
8,000} Walpole Island 2,600 ; totnl of Iirst Line
50,250 men. «‘Third Line—Toronto 20,000 ;
Collingwood and Goderizh 10,000 ¢ Penetan-
guishino 2,500 ; French River 15,000 ; total for
Sccond Line 47,500 mén ; wholo force for West-
ern Provineo 117,760 mon.  Firat Line bolow
Toronto—Whitby 750 men ; Port Hopo 7560 3
Cobourg 7560 ; Kingston 26,000 ; Brockville 1.-
600 ; Prescott 1,600 ; Cornwall 730 . Rouse’s
Point 46,00v ; Lennoxville .15,000; total 91,-
000 men. Second Line—Ottawa anumy of ree
serve 50,000 men ; dMontreal 15,0004 total 65,
000 men ; total for defouce of Lower Provincs
166,000 men, not including Quebee; total for
both Provinces, 273,750 men,

Tho Imperial Government would probably
supply 25,000 men of this force ; 10,000 wonld
be required for Quebec; 7,600 for Afontreal ;
6,0u) for Kingston, and 2,500 Toeronto—tins
would make a total force in the Provinee o
299,750 men.

Great Britain should find the nuval force,
which, ought to be 18 first-class iron-plated
gun-bouts in Lako. Huron, with 2,500 scamen
and marines ; 16 on Lake Ontario, 2,000 scamen
and niarines, and 3,000 of a naval reserve,
1,000 at Kingston and 2,000 at French River,
which should be called Victoria, The Province
should encourage the training snd orgamzation
pf a Artillery force of which we should have
at hand 12,000 mon and 12,000 engineors train-
cd agartillery men. Anarmamont of 30 picees,
siego and heavy artilley, is requisite at Hunnl-
ton, o park of 100 picces at Loudon, 3o at Sar-
nin, 10 at Niagara; 10 at Cluppawa, 10 at Fort
Brie, 10 at Thorold, 10 at St. Catherines, 10 at
Port Colborne, 10 at Port Muaitland, 20 at Port
Stanley, 3 at Port Glasgow, 10 at Amborstburg,
10 at Windsor, 20 at Chatham, 20 at Walpole
Island, total 1st line 323 guns of position.
Sccond Line—Toronto 50 pieces, Collingwood
50 picces, Penctanguishine 20 pieces, French
River 40 5 total 160 guns of position. Western
Canada requires 480 guns. Below Toronto—
Whitby 3 guns, Port Hope 3, Cobourg 3, King-

'ston 100 guns, Brockville 5, Prescott 5, Corn-

wall 5, Rouse’s Point 150, Lennoxville 20 ; total
294 guns of position ; Ottawa 220 guns in Park,
Mantreal 80 guns in position ; total 300 ; grand
wotal 1,077 pieces of heavy artillery.,

The Province requires for cffective defence
299,750 men—of all arms; 34 first-class gun-
boats ; 7,500 seamen and marnnos ; 1,077 guns
of position ; 290 ficld batteries, of six guns cach,
and 7,000 horscs.

An estimate of cost would be, for arms and
Aothing—say for 370,000 men, at $60 cach—
$13,500,000 ; guns of position at S500—$538,-
500 ; ficld artillory—S$10,000 cach battery—$2,-
900,000 ; horses at $150~1,050,000 , ammuni-
tion far two years for whole force—say $4,000,-
000 , hospital storcs aud ¢quipment—$10v,000.
total cost $22,088,500. No estimate for cost of
fortifications is madc—all that is necessary
couyld be done by the troops, nud with trivial
exccptions should consist of ficld works. The
experienco afforded by the war now waging in
the States 18 against employing permanent for-
tifications for defenco. In our caso it would
prove a perfish¥nt expense and a stanting
a¥my, which the Provinée cannot support.

_Ottowa, March 21st, 1865.

,. The preceding notes were written for the
purpose of disabusing the public mind of an
idea which the ¢cnemies of these Provinces had
sedulously fostered, and which was taken up
by the political cconomists of the Manchestor
Schgol.as one of their most. powerful arguments
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