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'rhao arc flot days for dilettantalsmn ln any dopar mont ot lite,

cat of ail ln religion. IVo oed etrong mlen anid atrong wonisn ln
the ahuroh, mon and wernn with priaiplos, wlth positive bellots,
%vfth energy and forco of character, with convictions tipon ail great
moral questions, with force ln living and acting, wlîoao judg.
monts and opinions wtli holp ta shapo publio santimont, %ihoso
Influence wvill ba always on tho right aide, and will count for sourie.
thing, and whosc wvords on any subject wvlI comnmand attention
and respect, and Inspire te worthy action.

Il A Urne ike th[& domande
GIreat boe.a atrong minds, truc faith, and willing bande,

bion whoin tîje lust ot offioe dos@ nct kili;
Moen whom the spolie of ciice efinnot Luy;

bion who posszss opinions and a iwill;
Iton who have honoer; mon who ivili not le."

In tha bringing up cf cuch mon we tiocdl tUistrong meat o! the
WVord et Gad, And not more diinty bits pieked out hoers and thcro
from favorite chapters. Milk ia for hbae, but milk wull not build
up the tisane and brawn and brain neceossary for vigoreus manhood.
Thos who have anything to do with the toaehing of young people
in Sunday achools, Junior and other Ohristian Endeavor Boecotios,.
and in homne», would do wel) to give sorjous thouglit te this aubjoot
Perbapa tho t.endenoy le too rnuch toward thisiga that do net give
strength.

Thore are certain great trutha which lie at the foundat ion of aIl
Christian tcaching. Titene arm, for exemple, the doctrines concorn.
ing God, conceming the persan and work of Jeans Christ,
concorning thc mission and i inistry of the Holy Spirit, cuncorning
man's nature andi neeti and destin; concorning the wîay of
calvation-what it la te be a Christian, cencorning the feloiiowbip
of Leliovoris in the farnily of Gad. It is et the greatest importance
that cvery young person shenîti have clear andi correct knowiodge
on thitne andi othor gret. doctrinos. False or aven rnorely super.
ficial thoughts about the person of Christ, for exemnplo, wvill nover
produco licroio dovotion to Christ. Sballow conceptions ot sin
ivill neyer yleld great faitb, or truc, wholo.bcarted censocration.
If we do dot realizo aomethlng cf our helpiosa condition without
Christ, of wbat Christ bias donc for us in Hia redomption work,
&ad of the privilegas te which Ho bringa us, our foliowving cf Christ
wili Le only lilceu andi sentimental without force and persistance,
and will nover raai anything hernie.

Those are hints only ef the importance and necossity of
doctrines in the train ing of young Christians in tlîe upbuilding cf
their life andi character. It shoulti begin in the home. It may Lc
well te bave&a revival cf catechism4oeaehing. Suppose tho childien
do net now nnderstnnd the statements et truth iu the answera, if
the worda are put into thoir meory they will stay thora and will
abapo thoir thoughts for ail lite. In the Suaday school, tee,
toàchers may witb profit spend a portion of every loisson perieti in
setting forth noe doctrine which lien in the passage, or is
suggested by it.

Thcn in Christian Endeavor meetings, thora la room for like
teaebiing for great truthe. Perbaps the tendency liora in tee much
te more fragmenta et thinge, or te easy, ncar.at-hand leasons. uot
thosa whe give un tho tepica 'tnt. in a goodly share cf dectrines
ivhich wili direct the tboughta -., tha yonng people te the great
fundamental truthaB cf Clîristianity. Lot duvotional cemmittees
and thobe who guide the meetings sec te it that smrn tronig meat
i. serveti at every service. Lot paatora Rot lite their sermons titi
great vital anti ossential thinga of the Word cf Ged, se that thoir
young people shall grow np loto atrong, vîgorous, andi stable
Christiana, who shaîl bc able te stand amid tis ntorme, te achiave
mnch, andi attain lofty baighte andi influence, and ta do a valiant
part ln advancing Chriat.a Kingdom.

bON A SOUND FOOTING.
A total ca incarne of vieIl over twe millions, a roserve fond cf

over oe million, a net surplus cf ever titrisa hundredti honsanti
dollar@, and a 10 par cent. dividenti indicato a strong company,
andi a alosor inspeoion cf the 401h annuai report oftho Wb estern
Assurance Oompany, wbich appeau in full in anethor columir,
thiovr that in ils case tbis impression ls justifleti. The total cash
iucorie foota np to e2.330,727.95, and the balance aoier expendi.
turc, or profits, anieunts te S119,708.43. 0f tisr nm $100.000
went te niake the tire balf.-yearly dividende of 10 per cent par
annuni; 55,7552.38 wias viritten cff for dopreciation ini scorities,
andt he balance was added to the reservefund, whihoh1w anioants
te $1,086, 908.21. Tbe total soonritY te policy-holdera le 33.086..
908.21. The net surplus bas boou increaset by nearly $38,000, and
is 00w 316,252. 34. The yesrha'.beon tree tram serions zedivîdual
Iconee, and the oompany bas ocle wcll theo gh b lb gearal depres-
sien. A depreelatien cf 85,762.218 nay bclooked upon la or
moderato viben it la on ssoiscof upirards of tira and ia quarter
millions. The ynar's business may bc summeti up ab beving
bean isomewhat omalier in volume than durin g the provine year,
but conduo4ed on a satiufactory bails, and yioling a gondi prott.

THE BIBLECLASS.
PETER OPENINO THE DOOR TO THE GENTILES.

DY ItiiV. 1 111LIN' A. iIoRDlEL, 1). 1).

For tho spaca ot noarly two thousanti years t morcles îaroisead
te the world throîgh Abraham liat beon rcstrioted,.t ta harrow
lina of hie descendante. Tha lavis anud regulaticus wihl vivra
orlginally designeal tu saparate thomnftrnm otîtor nations as tha
ahoson onstodians ut a divine rovclatioa had growIiu ilito a %,rail no
liard And hîlgh as te rondor aven triondly lutorcourse lmp)osatlu
betwacn tbumi sud thc rcst et mankind. But the tii'ne Lid new
cerne wlion tlais wali shoulti be broke clown, when the covenant
morales cf Ged shonîti go foi tI te aIl tha inhabitanis et tho earth.

Trs co4vIistoz0X OF CORAIt< uE8 A T R41MOÙ*'Ot1T 14 IIl'.TOIT.

Tho Apostlos thaînsolvos liat ne conception et tha Datura et tha
treasure whleh their Mfaster Lasd commritteti te their charge. Tlîay
were devout devs with ail the natrovnsa Anti aiclusivenea ot
thoir people. Ilithorto Clarlatianity liad not sztanded boyond the
confines ef thos whe mnight ba calleti tho descendants et Abrahar..
Iu Jornsalom andi Jude& only Joese, tvitli possibly a fevi Jewiahi
prosolytes, had accepteti tho Gospel, The turnitugcfthioanlaritaiie
te Christ vas a stop forviard, indeeti, andi yet ntt whelly boyenti
f ha covenant with Abraham. Fer the Samaritanu, hotrever rnuch
tboy %vers bated by the Jews, wc easentially et the same stock.
Whan %ho Nort'aern kingdorn wua ovorthrown enly tho loadiug
people et tho ton t*ios woro carried captives into Assyrie. Tho
great bulle cf tho population remainati vhere thoir encestera hati
liveti aluco the conquest undor Joshiua. Lika the Jewis tbey haed,
tha havi et Moie, andi they practiceti tha hai et circumeision. But
vihon Peter preachoti te Coruelius the deer %vas oponeti te the
Gentiles. Fer Cornelius andi bie company viere not, as many have
suppoacti, prosclytea te Judaisin. Tho vihole aigniticanca et the
narrative lies ln the tact that they ivire (Jeutilen pure and simple.
And yet tho personal oharacter of this liomna centurion st.ood se
Iligh in tha estimation et the Jevis that if a Gentile muet be admitted
directly loto the Churcb, ne botter exemiple conîti have binen cho-son
te Icason the sbock te Jeivisb prejudices. It la iutoresting te Bou
bow, when the Lime vias ripe for Chiriatianity to breatk through the
bondis et Judaism, Qed liadt prepareti the way and the instruments
for this momontensaevant. Little did those who viore gathereti in
the ccnturion'a bouse imagina that thay wvere actera inu avant
traugbt.with incalculable importance for mankinti tuait cnming agits.

PkEB'S OXtEAT IBCCVIEftY.

Pcttr's prejudices rgainet tho Gontihes, wii imuder tha liber.
atiring influence of Lbç Gospel haid undergono a process of uncon.
scions disintegration, bruite dovin cemplotoly Leforo the vision at
Jopp% andi ita interprotation as rovcalcd in the message from
Cornelius. He learneti that Qed is ne respecter et persoas; that
Qed in judgitig et nien's fitnas fer His faver looks net at the eut.
ward appearance, Lut t the heurt; that prayar rising tramn a
sincere heart andi alma scattertil hy a loving lianti vere just asl
acceptable viben prccecding tram a Gentile as frenu a Jew. Thinga
that ara gooti in thomsolves, and that are dune vrith a right
motive, have precisely the saine valua in Qed'. aight, vibouver duos
theni. This vies an astonnding discovary for oe te maIre vibe ail
bis lite Lad beau taugbt hy the mont eminent men o!bis nation that
Lb. great fcast et Ood'a heuoty wian for tbc juvr:. vibila the crtinibs
viera only for the Gontile doge. lt watt tha dawning of e great
trutb on tla Apostla's mid. Qed'. favorwais bencotcrthb o nùt
a matter of national distinction, cf descont tram Abraham, cf
coremoniai lavi, cf circumeisien, but of dosire for saivation and ot
simple faith in 0hrist. Any man, vioman, or ebîlti, rich or pour,
enîtureti or ignorant, frea.born or slave, wihite or blacke, viho longs
for spiritual lightanti truth anti rigbtte'ncas is «"accelîtod et Ged."
Human distii -.tions et bîrîli, ranIe, clans, or caste have ebrolntely
no value iu Goî'à sigbt. If an empaerer on bis throno entera tho
kingdom of Ged, aud a beggar in tho stireet i. excliided, ilt le fot
bocause the one is an emparer anti the ether a beggar, but becanso
tua emporor cornes as a heggosr. anti tha bcg.aar in tha exorcisa et
bis sovereigo troc wattrejectatLuegrace et(,cd. Tht. "aceeptanco*'
of which Pleter spolte dîidnet if course imply fliat men An every
nation vhoiLe la accerding to the ligbt thev ialve are saveti on lIme
grounti of their ovin menit. and wiathou. roferenco te the work cf
Christ. Peter ziniply merant that persona lhua Cornelius viere
plesaing in Cod'e sigbtbecauso they sought fer truth, and reapondoti
te iL as tast as iL wue revealeti te themn. Thle moment Cornonis
beard cf Christ Le openeti hi& heari. with joy Le recaîve Ilim an the
Redeemer e! lis seul. Ued .puatifled Cornelius through Christ
before Cornolius tîeard ot llim.

'An Exposition cf Lesson Il ln The Bible SIludy L'piion Sunday
School Lesioaîs on Il Thé Threa Great Apoets."
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