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DOOTRINES FOR YOUNQG PEOPLE.
DY REV. J. R MILLER, D,D.,
Author of ** Looking Out on Life,” ¢* Thinge to Livo For,” oto.
(Continssed from last week.)

‘These aro not daye for dilettanteism in any department of life,
least of all in religlon. We nood strong men and strong women in
the churoh, men and womon with principles, with poaitive beliefs,
with energy aud force of charactar, with convictious upon all great
moral questions, with force in living and aoting, whose judg-
ments and opinions will help to shapo publie eontiment, whoso
influence will bo always on the right aide, and will count for some.
thing, and whose words on any subject will command attention
and respect, and inspire to worthy action,

“ A time liko this demands

Great hoarts, strong minds, true faith, and willing hauds,
Men wham the lust, of office doee not kill ;

Mon whom tho spoils of offico cannot buy ;
Men who posadss opinions and a will ;

Mon who havo honor ; men who will not lie."

In tho bringing up of cuch mon we nood the atrong meat of the
Word of God, and not moro dsinty bits pieked out here and there
from favorite chapters. Milk is for babes, but milk will not build
up the tisaue and brawn and bramn necessary for vigorous aanhood.
Thouo who have anything :0 do with the teaching of young peoplo
in Sunday schools, Junior and other Christian Endeavor Soeloties,.
and in homes, would do well to give scrious thought to this subject
Perhaps tho tendency is too much toward things that do not give
strength.

Thero are cortain great truths which lie at tho foundation of all
Christian teaching, Theso are, for example, the doctriues concern-
ing God, conce:ning the person and work of Jesus Christ,
concerning the mirsion and ininistry of the Holy Spirit, concerning
man’s nature aud need and destiny concerning the way of
ealvation—what it {s to be a Christian, concerning the fellowship
of beliovers in the family of God. It is of the greatest importancs
that overy young person should have clear and correct knowledge
on these and othor grest dootrines. False or even merely super-
ficial thoughts about the person of Christ, for example, will never
produce hcroio dovolion to Christ. Shallow concoptions of sin
will never yleld great faith, or true, wholo.hearted consecration,
If we do dot realize something of our helpless condition without
Christ, of what Christ has done for us in His redemption work,
aad of the privileges to which He brings us, our following of Christ
will b only listless aud sentimental without force and peraistence,
and will nover reach anything heroic.

Thess are hints only of the importance and necessity of
dootrines in the training of young Christians in the upbuilding of
their life und character. It should begin in tho home. It may bo
well to have a revival of catechisin-teaching. Suppose tho chuldren
do not now understand the statemecuts of truth in tho answers, if
the words are put into their memory they will atay there and will
sbapo their thoughts for all life. In the Sunday school, too,
teachers may with profit spend a portion of every loason period in
setting forth some doctrino which lies in the passage, or is
suggested by it.

Then in Christian Endeavor mcetings, there is room for like
teaching for great truths. Perhapa the tendency hero is too much
to mere fragments of thinge, or to easy, ncar-at-hand lessons, Lot
thoso who give ua the topics nut in a goodly share of doctrines

which will direct the thoughts ~f the young peoplo to the great
fundamental truths of Christianity. Lot dovotional committees
and those who guido the meetings ace to it that somoe atrong meat
is served at every scrvico. Lot pastors got into thoir sermons the
great vital and essontial things of the Word of God, so that their
young peoplo shall grow up into strong, vigorous, and stable
Christians, who shall be able to stand amid life’s storms, to achicve
much, and attaia lofty hoights and influence, and to do a valiant
part in advancing Christ’s Kingdom.

+ON A SOUND FOOTING.

A total caah income of well over two millions, & roserve fund of
over ons million, & net surplus of over threo bundred shousand
dollare, and a 10 por cont. dividend indicate a strong company,
and a oloser inspcotion of the 46th annual report of the Western
Assarance Company, which appears in fall in another columr,
chows that in its case this impression is justified. The total caeh
incoroe foota up to $2.336,727.95, and the balancs over expondi.
ture, or profits, amounts to 8$119,708.43. Of this sam $100,000
weut to make tho two balf-yesrly dividends of 10 per cent por
anpum; $5,752.33 was written off for dopreciation in accurities,
and the balance was added to the reservefund, which now amounts
to 81,086, 908.21, Tho total seonrity to policy-holders is $3,086,.
008.21. The net aurplus has been increased by nsarly 838,000, and
is now 9316,252.34. Theo yesrhag beon {ree from eerions individnal
Josses, and the company has conio well through the general depres-
sion. A dopreciasion of 85,752.28 may be looked upon as vory
moderato when it is on asseta of upwarda of two und & quarter
millions. The ysar's bosiness moy be summed up as having
besn somewhat smaller in volamo than durinf the previous year,
bus conducted on & eatisiaotory basis, and yielding a good profit.

THE BIBLE CLASS.

PETER OPENING THE DOOR TOQ THE GENTILES.
(Acts x. 23b~xi. 18, —For March 14th.°)
DY REY. PHMILIP A, NORDELL, D, D,

For tho spaco of nearly two thousand years the morcies promized
to the world through Abraham had Loen restrictod, to tho narrow
lino of his doscendanta. Tho laws and regulations which wore
originally dosignod to soparato thein from other nations as tho
chosen custodians of a divino rovelation had grown into a wall so
hard and high as to rendor oven friendly intorcourse impossiile
betwoen thom and tho reat of mankind, But tho timo had now
como whon this wall should be broken down, when the covenant
morcies of God should go foith to all tho inhabitants of tho earth.

TIHE CONVEBSION OF CORNELIUS A TURNING-TOINT IN HINTONY.

Tho Apostles thoinsolves had no concoption of the naturo of the
treasuro which their Mastor hed committed to their charge. They
woro davout Jows with all tho narrowness and oxclusiveness of
their peoplo. Hitherto Christianity had not extended boyoud the
conflnes of thoso who might bo called the descondauts of Abrahar,
In Jerusslem and Judea only Jews, with possibly a fow Jowish
prosviytes, had accopted the Gospel, Tho turning of the Samaritans
to Christ was & step forward, indeed, and yet not wholly beyond
the covenant with Abraham. For the Samaritans, however much
they were hated by the Jews, were casentially of tho samo stock.
Whon tho Northern kingdom was overthrown only the leading
people of tho ten tiibes wero carried captives into Asayria. ‘Tho
great bulk of tho population remained where their anceators had
lived since tho conquest undor Joshua. Like the Jewa thoy had
the law of Mores, and they practiced tho law of ciccumoision. But
when Potor preached to Cornelina tho door was opened to the
Gentiles. For Cornelius and his company were not, as many have
supposcd, prosclytea to Judaimn. Tho whole significanco of the
narrative lics in the fact that they woro Goutiles pure and simple.
And yet tho personal character of this Roman centurion atood so
high in tho catimation of the Jews that if a Gentile must bo admitted
directly into the Church, no better example could bave been chosen
to lesson tho shock to Jowish prejudices. It ia interesting to seo
how, when the time was ripe for Chiristianity to break through the
boads of Judaism, God had prepared the way and tho inatruments
for this momontous evont. Little did those who were gathered in
tho centurion’s house imagine that thoy were actors in an avent
fraught with incalculablo importance for mankind tosll coming ages,

PETER'S OREAT DISCCVERY,

Poter’s prejudices 7 gaiust the Gentiles, which under the liber.
atizing influence of thg Gospel had undergone a process of uncon.
acious disintegration, broke down completely beforo tho vision at
Jopps and its interprotation as revealed in tho messago from
Cornelius. Ho learned that God is no respecter of persona; that
God in judging of men’s Atnsus for His favor looks not at the out-
ward appearance, but at the heart; that prayer rising froma
sincero heart and alma scatterod by a loving hand were just as
accoptablo when proceeding from a Gentile as from a Jow. Things
that aro good in thomsclves, and that aro deme with a right
motive, have procisely the samo value in God’s sight, whooever does
them. This was an astounding discovery for ono to make who all
his lifo bad beon taught hy tho moat eminent men of his nation that
the great feast of God’s bounty was for the Jowz, while the crumbs
wero only for tho Gontile dogs. It was the dawning of a great
trath on the Apostle’s mind. God’s favor was henceforth to bonot
a matter of national distinction, of descont from Abraham, of
ceremonial law, of circumcision, but of desire for salvation and of
simple faith in Christ. Any man, woman, or child, rich or poor,
cultured or 1gnorant, free-born or alave, white or black, who longs
for apiritual light and truth and righteovancss is **acceptod of God.”
Human disti) >tions of birth, rank, class, or caste have absolutely
no value in God's sight. It an cmperor on his throno enters the
kingdom of God, aud a beggar in the atrcet is excluded, it is not
because the ono 18 an emperor and tho other o beggar, but because
thio emperor comes as a beggar, and the begsar in tho excrciso of
his sovereign froe will rejects tho graceof God. This “acceptance ™
of which Peter spoke did not of course 1mply that men in overy
pation who live according to the light thev have are saved on tho
ground of their own morit. and withou. reference to the work of
Christ. Peter simply meant that porsons like Cornelus wero
pleasing in God’ssight becausc thoy sought for truth, and reaponded
to it as fast as it waa revealed to them. Whe moment Cornclius
heard of Christ ho opened his heart with joy to recoive Him as the
Redeomer of lus soul. God justified Cornchins through Christ
before Cornclius heard of Him.

*An Exposition of Lesson 11 in The Bible Study Union Sunday
School Lessons on *¢ The Threo Great Apostles,”




