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enjoymients, and urgent nccds, physical, intellectual anci
moral of the great miass of their fcllov-creaîutrcs. Anci
il is flot too mnuch to say Iliat this airruis'tic or philan.
thropic spirit lias groWil side by side witlî the nobler
conception af Christmias-kccping, as a day, nat of illcre
iîi aîid joilit:v, or even of nmere ccremionial observ-

ance, but. more cspcciaiy, af Il tliinking on the things
af athers - af the expression iii act of thai. Illove whvlîîc
is -lic ilfilingi af the law," and the cvery essence of
Clhri-ti.inity, îlioughi il is sa allen leit far in the Shade
bchind crccd and doctrine and ritual. And anîong the
influences %vhichi have ]cd up ta tlîis nobler conception
of Christnmas, we cannot but recagnise that of Chiarles
Dickens rcmnarkable little book, Il a Chrisrnas Carol,"
'vhicli gave forth the truc note of Chiristian altruisnî,
and largely hielped ta inspire the great Englishi public
with a higiier ideal and a highcer love of Christmîas.

Xoizs thîis highier ideai lias made for iseli an assured
footing, wherever the hîcarts of nien beat truc ta ils
domiinant note. in forest and wilderness as w"cll as where
tue Christmas chinies ring nierrily oui from tower and
steeple ; even as the old failfiar hymn, Il 1lark the
heraid aingels sing " echoes aIl rouind the world, wvher-
ever t le Englisli longue is spokcn. ]'%en Presbyterimns
have vielded ta tic blcssed spirit of''l Christnmas preseiît
ihioughi, once uipon a lime, they '' look a scunner " al. il,
aînd very naturally too, Mien il. was forced uipon îhien
;il the point af the bayonet, by that Il sanctified person,
King James ! ** et none, even those who still frown
-il the Clîrisinias coinmenîorative service, so swceî and
appropriate, lake kindly cnoutii ta the Christnias turkcy,
the fainily ga1.iering, the Christmas trce, or Christmas
sîocking, and ail] the little (levices with by imains oi
wvhichi we seek ta give ta lte littie onies happy associa-
lions with Clîrisîîîîas-d:îy ! Butt the liesi Clirisîiasjay
we canl give themi after ail is thie '<joy of (loin- uo,
t13e hialp lea'ring af thc lesson, divinely tauighî that
Ilil is more blessed to give Ihan ta reccive ! - Saine ai
the chiidren wvha learned this lesson ycars aga have
nie,.r forgotten il, but have licen practising il ever
since. Let flot even the childrcn l>e ;elfisli iii their
Christmnas pleasures ! Let tîerni bc taughit ta look uipan
it as an apportuniîy aofiin rallier than of oeinf
giving tue unIte iavîng service, if thecy can give nothing
cisc. And for us aider anles, why cannai this blcssed-
ness afi niking athers hîappy be continticd ail îhrough
the ycar ? Why si;ould WC ail hlave a spasrnodic fit ai
doing good, evcrv tw enty' fifth or Deceniber, and then
forge,. tie lesson ail tue rest af thc year ? WhVIy is not
the canîmiand la love aur ileiglhbor as ourseives, willî
ail] it. practical resuits, just as binding an Deceniber

t,.cnv-sxtior jaîîuary t'veîty-fifth as on1 the day We
calChristnmas? Yet WCe cannai kep even Christnmas

truly, titnîess wve have the '\iaster's own spirit of givin
giving ounrscres ziat icss than our goocs, whcl iso
vcry essence of tic Christian life. And 'dien iliat finial
iiîdgnieîîî cornes %vhich shahl teair off ail disguises and
showv us to oxurselves ais WvC are, and îlot, as we Slîauid
like t a <:f ar, WvC shalh sec lialî il is oilv in this spirit
and essence af foiiowvii Christ inî givn atreve o
olthers, that 've can enter then *« ia Uc jay ai aur
Lord," 'vill ever inîcrcasing fuiness int the spirit af

a hnppv, Christmni. Fîsts

An Advent Hymn.
'The Christitas stars sînno elcar and briglit

As oit the firet giad Christnmas niglit,* But where are gicaine of angel iviug8,
%V'liec the celeatial choir thlat singe
A carol ta the lisening earth,
GIad tidiiîgu of tha liavcîiiy hirîli,
W~itlî %vlncl t.he hasts celcatial ring,

* And whero La lHe, the now*-born King ?
He cametlî atili, ne ielit of day
OVcr purjîle ava),psIa !wa
No audduîî flash of davAiig liit

* Darns tlirtigi tho aliadowai of the îîigit;
But evezi whilc aur wvaiting eycs
Are lookiîîg for the giad surprise,
%Vo fîud Ihat, crû wae knovr, ta day
Clcar on te huIll anid vahlovil lay !

Hec contes, but utot to out.ward Siglît.
WVith lhcrad aligcls rohed in Iight,
And choira celcatiai ringiiîg ciettr;
Yet cornes He stilî1, iii Ch ri3tmas ciacer,
In Ioviîîg thought, iii kindhy (iced,
Iii biessîîîga shared ivih hlers' neecd
In geoitle d ewj3 of police and love,
That drop, in blessing froin above

li humble thoîiglits af peniteîice,
li coiîîfort, known to inward aense,
li canscionuas af sin forgiven,
li lave, the earuîcat here of heaven;
lic comnes, tiîouglh nal, bo outivard ken,
To reign a King in ltearts of itin,
ln ai! thinge pure and just and truc,
The Christ to.day ie boral anew!

Aîtd thiioîlî it humait fari, no more,
%Vtc sec Ilîn as Ile waiked af yore,
At cven, on te bil ai ide gray,
Or in lthe citv's crowvded way,
~Stilh imîay Nvisec MIin, dL:» or cicar,
li cvcrv lîcart thlat Izolds Hia.i detr:
In ever llt ltatowîlie is iîay
The Lii Elerutai lives to.day%!r

Not anly iîcire the Minister towcrs
Becar high thîcir fretlcd niarble flowers,
lIn vaultcd aisle,-, wvhosc chlocs long
l'li chants ai ageR pas proioîtg.
lluit'ziatl t h huiîîblest pine.roof rcarcd,
'.Mid atlunîhîs of virgiii forest clcared,
'rTe liabe %iio iu' t he manger iay
la necar la biess te Christ lias Dpy

Yct attillis 1k aiting Chutrclà below
Look-s o:îward ta the brighîcer glow,
wlipnn il 1the fliail ail scaruttcred rays,
United it oite lambent, illazc,
Sitail crcown the itoiy1 brcw that bore
The crown ai tharns and aîiguisa sare,
Anad lii. own ransorncd earth ehail ring
Witit atithemas to lier conqucring King!

FIDELIS.

The Incarnation the True Type of Evolution.
In the truest sense of the term 'ive may say that the

Incarnation of tue Christ 'vas an evolution from human-
ity. 1le was born of a iîunan nieller and sa wvas truiy
amnan, ycî li gave abundant evidence of beingmnuch
Indre îiîania man. He came into the 'vorld wvith the
nmental and spiritual lîcrilage that formed the portion
ai every Jcvisllchild from its environment, minus the
sinful tcnd2ncy canîmon ta man, but He had aise a
wceaiîh of moral and spiritual cnergy which liftcd Hlm
faira-bavelHisowvn.antiail prccedinggcnerations. Like
athernmen I-l ad donminion aver nature, but beyond
tiai. lie siiawcd a controi of it aitogether, wilhout
prcccdent iii tie history ai mankind. 'In anc ivay the
scene iiad been ail] prcparcd by a long course ai events
for [lis appearing, but wlien lie did appear He was
greater than ail] thc forecasts ai -lim, and greater than
anlv climnax ho wvhicli they mliglît bc expecîcd ta iend Up.
le %vas ail thai. by any of the known iawvs of herediy-

the race migiit be couintcd on sooner or later ta produce,.
that and something more of which it gave no real
promise. The ultimiate problcm in His case is the c7i-ý

496


