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Text—Jon iv. 17. “Then n wpirit passcd before my face, the
hair of my flesh atood up. It atood ntiﬁ“bntl could not discern
tho form thereof ; an imago was before mino oyes, there waa silence
and I heard & volce saying, shall mortal man boe more just than God ?
Shall a man bo moro pure than bis Maker?” cte.

Eliphar is the first to reply to the sad wail of sorrow and woe
that burst from the Liveding heatt of Job. Ho was, grubably, the
oldest and the moat respected of the threo friends. v was also by
far tho most dignitied and courteous i his style of address.  Ho
camo from Temou, a land farious for its wisdom and wise ssyings.
He iy now, seciiingly, an old man, older than Job s fazhor, and feels
called upon to offer a remonstrauce 1o the wail of frantie grief which
Job had sttered. Ho commenced in a calm and kindly aplrit. He
cherished no biteer feehnge toward the soroly afll.cted patriarch.
o had como to visit him with thoe best of motives, to condole with
aim and to comfort hum, It was only little by little, as their spirits
wera kindled in tho heat of controversy, that the three friends
launched out into bitter reproachesagainat Job.  Men when aroused
i keon debato will speak hitter words, which 1n their calmer and
quitter moments thoy wonld nover have utiered

Ehphar began with a humblo apology for speaking at all. If we
essay to_commune with thee, wilt thou bo grivved? but who can
withhold hiwself from speaking? Ho tells Job to remembor how
ho hnd strengthened others in their affliction, and that he ought
not now toshow weakness himself. As agood
and rightcous man he shouald not despond -
nor repino under calamity. He who had zo
often upheld the falling and sirengthened the
1ooblo, should not now break out 1o murmur.
g and complaning agamnst God. Thiy 1s
the point that staggers Eliphar. If sob s
& good man, why i8 he so greatly afilicted ?
If he is a righteous man why is ho g0 soroly
punirhed ? It is coutrary to all s experi.
ence; to all Lisobsorvation; to all his notions
of Liod, and bis moral government, To his
miud sin and punishment are always hinked
together as cause and cffect. As the seed is
8o will the hacvest be. They that.plough
wickedness and sow 1niquity reap the same,
The ungodly are destruyed by the blast of
God, and consumed by the breath of His
nostrila. This is the main doctrino which
he and bis friends defond. Misery implies
guilt.  Whero there I8 heavy aflliction there
must bo great sin, or great hypocrisy, Job's
suffarings are very great, and hence his
wickedness must have been correspondingly

eat. The innocent are never suffered to
perish after this manner. Tho nghteous are
never suddonly cut off by somo tremendous
calamity. It is around this doctrine that
the war is waged throughout tho book.

Great guffering implies great sin. Job is
a great sufferer, therefore he must have been
o great sinner. Thero is much in this first
speech of Eliphar that could not but grate
harghly on the bleeding soul of Job. There is o limit to human
cndurance. It was scarcely possible to bear up under misery
like his, without & word of complaint. The sobs and groans
and lamentations wrupg from him by uuparalle sfflictions
should not have been so barshly judged by his friends, There
waa too little tenderness, too little kindly sympathy in this
address *o minister any comfort or any con-olation to such a
mournerasJob. Andthen Eliphat was wrong in the way in which he
represented sin and suffering as joined together i the moral govern-
ment of God. Yoz cannct eaplaiu every caso of aflliciiqn by saying
that it is the reselt of somo foregoing sin. Ho brings no harsh or
doubtful charge against Job. He expresses no suspicion, and aprur-
ently cntertains none of thedepth aud reality of hispicty. He lays
no accusation upon bim but such a. is common to all who are
sharers of our degenerato nature. All aro impure in the sight of
od, and, as & natural consequence, they are involved in calamities,
syfferings, sorrows. But Eliphar leaves altog.ther out of his account
tho great truth that sufferings are a disciplino, a training, acd that
they shall bo compensated by a far more ovceeding roward.  Man,
ho says, suffors beeause ho is a sinner.  Bat a man may also suffer
because he is & saint, that ho may manifest more fully us saintly
character, that ho may bo ripened still more in holiness, and that
his final recompenso may bo progortionnusl increased. Tho torch
must at times be roughly shaken that it nay glnzu the moro brightly.
Tho.sandal trce must bo riven by thoaxe that its fragrance may fill
all the garden. The fine old must be put into the furnace that it
may come out puritied seven times.  Sutlering to Eliphar was cver
a punishinent and nothing more. It wasa judgment for sin, an
infliction of the divioo displeasure. It never entered his mind that
it might also be a token of love, 8 means of graco, a blesaing io dis.
guist. Ho koew not that whom the Lord loveth Ho chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whoni Ho receiveth, and that to God’s Xco-
ple the lixﬁlt.uﬂlictions here workath for them & 1ax move exceeding
and eternal weight of glory.
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SN farther to maintain his position, and contivm the doctrine
which ho Iaid down, that great saflering implics preat guilt, ho
relatea & vision which ho had from the wpirit world,” In the quirt
of tho night watches, In tha stilloessand silegee of the midoght
hours, tho vall was slowly lifted, and a spiriy stood before him,
His thoughts wera oceupied with thanes that were too hiph for
him. It may have been in his own_ country, or it may have been
since ho cama to sce Job that he had this revelution from the spirit
land. It may have b en while pondermg tho great problem which
tho vacs of JToh presented that this visten took shape heforo hin neind.
It camo accompanicd width terrors, Most of ushave had, at somse tino
or other of our lives, a terror of ghosts,  Aud why shoald wh bio
ofraid of «pirits and commanications trom the spirit world 2

- E 3 . . . 3 »

Man stands where ho thinks he can pick flanws m tho Theine gov -
ernmnent and lind fanlt with the way io which Geod orders the alfairs
of His kingdum. tiud laughs at all his puny cersoniog.  Man ia
imperfect, God is infimtely perfect. I ero 14 an immeasurable
distance botweon the holiness of the best man and the mtimtely
holy God  Man'a purity is but creature parity. On tho eternal
mind the least stain of evil never canstits dimming shadon.  Man s
short sighted, Qod is the wilhtely, wino Lud,  The pucty of the
heavens, the holluess of angels and of men 13 nover equal to the
absolute holivess of tiod.  With bowed head, with humble and con
trite heart, with umamndulled feet, fall down before the Kang eternal,
imniortal and iovisibly, the everlasting God, the Maket of heaven
and carth. Aod from this near approach to God levk toward
sourself, How vast the interval ! From the highest heaven
to the lowest depths! From tho great whits throne to thoso
who dwell in houses of clay, how wast, how awtul thoe distance !
Tuisiug from the small cirelo of iaterests that surround thee, canst
thou tulo in the awful swcolp of tho unslumbering Providenco of
God? Canst thou sit in judgment upon it? Canat thou supgest
changes? And is this all the light, the com-
fort, the joy the Gihost could giveus? Could
it do nothing more than crush ns with an
awful senae of the littleness of man and the
oxcevding greatness an ' wry of Led. durely
it i3 good for thusuulu .~ profound depth of
8ur-ow, to rist to tho thovght of the mnﬁc«t),
tho holiness, the justice and otermity of God
In your hours of agony and woe, you mast
‘rememnber tho years of the right band of
tho Most High.”" When your heart 1s over
whelmed within you, pray God to lead you
to tho Rock that is higher than you. “ome
mon build painted houses of their own purity
and holiness and perfection, and think them-
selver safo within their (lansy walls. The
sturma of the wrath of the great and dreadful
God will ono day sweep them all away for
ever and over. God himself can alone become
the homo of the soul, submit to hini and you
are safv  Flee to His everlasmung arms and
you will dwell secucely.  Dwelling in the
secret placo of tho Most High, and abiding
under the shaduw of the Almighty, nothing
¢al: burt you. Ho shall cover thee with Hia
feathers, and under His wings shall thou
trust, His faithfulness ahall bo thy shicld and
buck’er. Submit to God. His hand is on
the helm, and Hu will guido your tiny barque
down life’s stream, tiﬁu it rcachaes (?lO ocean
of His everlasting love, Submit to God
and he will bear you safely through all the
troubles and trials, the crosacs and afftictions
of this mortal Iife, till your feet tread tho golden pavement of tho
bettor country. ‘This is all the spectro COl.ll(l say when it appeared.
1t threw light on none of the great questions whicl pcr{-loxcd the
speakers in the Book of Job. It pointed upward t, Gud’s holiness
and sovereign power, and downward to the littlencss und imper-
fection of man.

And g0 in our days of sorrow. we too might wish to draw naside
the veil for a vory little, and hatvv some messago from within it.
Wo stand bLefore it with lunging soul aal trembling heatt,  And of
that curti.in should sluwly rise and the Ghost shmﬁd appeat before
our a'artled vision now, what could wo say toit; how could weo
question it?  Would you ask it, is thero a God? Jook to tho
heaven's above you, and to thu carth boneath, and you may read
your answer thero  Ia this God kind, asd loving, and goud ; is He
my Father t Tho piece of bread the mother gives her little boy miny
tell you that. ‘The bountiful provision mado for all your wanta
answers your question ay fully as aay spirit from tho spirit Jand
could do. Are you a sinner? Look into your own soul, laok on the
world arouad yoa, look into the Word of tivd, and you lind your
answer,  Will God pardon sin? A voice from heaven says, the
blood of Jesus Chnist, His Son, cleanscth from all <is.  Would you
ask tho tihost abouvt tho future. whether it shall bring you joy o
sorrow, prosperity or adversity ¢ Take holdof the guiding haud Lf
God, and inall your ways achuowledgs Him, and He will direet
yoursteps.  Wisdom's ways «ro ways of pleasantiess, and all hur

aths arv peace.  Would you axk the Ghost aboat the fricuds that
}:uvo gone beforo? A voico from heaven says ¢ Blexsed are the
dead who die in the f.ord.” No, wo will not draw asido tho veil
that curtains the beautiful cbodes of thn haly winl Dlesed glead,
Wo resign oursclves to your absence ful" A scason till wo sce you
walking in your air of glory, and dnink itin axows native atmon
ghere too.

A thinkinyman is in a fair way to be w wise and gosd v,
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