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WEEK OF SPECIAL PRAYER, JANUARY 7-14, 1866.
The following le the invitation issued by the Evaugelical Alliance, wiitlî refer.

ence to Special Prayer throughout the world on the first week of January, 1866:
The beginniug of this year, as that of previous years, was marked by the

gatheriog of' Christians ln ail parts of the world for united prayer; and it w:18
inade abundantly clear that our Father ln heaven wvas, by His lloly Spirit, draw.
ing, lis childrea together ln love, that lHe migit bless them.

lIe Evangelical Alliance, by their ]3ritishi and Foreign Organizatiens, would
agairi affectionat1ly and earnestly invite Christians in ail countries to make
arrangements for meeting during the Week of Prayer, at the commencement eof
the New Year.

Mueli encouragement le feit from the fact, that in airnost every land, evea the
meet remote, the previeus invitations have been largely responded te, aud mlulti-
tudes have acknowledged, with devout thankfuiaess te God, lus gracieus answers
in '-cowning the year with Rie goodness,"l and cont'erring special blessings upon
thc Ohurch and upon the world.

Let us again set apart the week beginnincg with the first Lord's day eof the
New Year fiur united supplication, with thainksgiving, in the spirit of love, anîd
in synapathy with our brethiren who "lin every place eall upon the nanie ot' our
Lord Jesus Christ, both theire and ours."> Surely tIc need le great. Eî rur le
abotinding-,: masses are ignorant of the Gospel; the children of God are stili
far from mnanif esting the unity eof the body et' Christ-and whether as nations, er
families, or individuals, we have urgent daulgers8. MNeanwhile, olir Ileavenly
Father le ready te supply ail our need accerding te, the riches eof lus grace, and
ie able and williug flot only te keep us seure fromn ail harm, but "lte du exeed-
ingly abundantly above althat weask or thiuk."l May we netconfidentlytix>Cut
that suitable blessings will be bestowed in proportion as prayer is offered with
cne accord>'' by those who are uuited by a commoo faith, and who sharc in the
blessings ot' a common salvation ?

"0 Thou that hearest prayer, unto Tlice shafl ail flesh cone» -P.ilm 1--v. 2.
"lIe Lord is nigh unto ail them that eall upon Ilini, te ail that eall upon lMi

in trut1m."1-Psý1m cxlv. 18.
IlAnd tIe inhabitants eof ene city shall go te another. sayin g Let us go iipeed

ily te pray before the Lord, and te, seek the Lord of' Hoste: Iwill goalo"
Zech. viii. 21.

"'Seeing, then, that we have a great LUgli Priest that is passed inte the hjeav-
ens, Jesus, tIe Son eof God-let us thereýore corne boldly uute the Throne et'
Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace te he]p in time of need."-
Ileb. iv., 14-16.

Il Praying alwvays with ail prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto -iith ail perseverauco and supplication for ail s.tints.>'-E-phi. vi. 18.

The following topies, amongst others, are suggestcd as suitable for exhortation
and intercession on the successive days of meeting:

Suaday, Jan. 7.-Sermons on tho duties of' Christiaus te each other, as mcmn-
hers eof tIe body eof Christ.

M)ond.uy, Jau. 8.-A cknowledgment eof Divine mercies and confession of' sin.
Tuesday, Jan. 9.-lIe Christian Church: That its testimony niay be cicairer,

its faith stronger, and its devoteduess, liherality, and zeal eularg,-ed.
Wednesday, Jan. 10.-Nations : For their temporal and spiritual welf.ire ; fur

kings, and aI in authority ; for the maintenance of peace; and for the iincreler
eof -righteousuese. which exalteth a nation.>'

Tlhursday, Jan. 1.-For Christian Families, for Servants, and for Schools auJd
Colleges.

Friday, Jan. 12.-For Christian Mission.s and Miaisters, and fer ail en gaged in
Christian vwork. Z

Siturday, Jan. 1.-Fer Christiaus lu sorrow, ln siekuess, and ln persecution:
For tIe \Videw and the Orphau.

.uidy, Jan. 14.-Sermons: The blessinge te be expccted from, the nianiced
Union of l3elievers lu ali countries. Z


