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Tke Progress of Genius.

T03 OBSCURK AND LOW SITUATIONS, TO E3MI.
NENCE AXD CELESBRITY.

Genius is that gift of God whick learning cannot
confer, which no disadvantages of birth or educa-
tion can wholly obscure.®
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THE REV. THOMAS CHALMERS,D. D
‘rofessor of Divwnily in the Universily of Edwdurgh

Dx.Cuarymxrs was born (about fifty yoirs age) i
@ small borough of Austruther-Wester, in the county
fFife. That_ borough and the nzighbouning one of
“ustruthar-Raster havo always had a soul of Literatuse.
‘he Doctor's father was a chthier and draper, 2 man
fthe mos! excmplery piety, of well informed n.ind,
veit liberality of sentiment aud the most delightfu!
anners.

From his carliest years Dr Chalmers was enthusias-

differout 1owna on chemistry and utler subjects, hio bo- Fife, we have seon hun composo a nhole scanan in half
cawo an officer of a volunteer corps, and lio wroto a, an hour—ayo,n Jess.  Somo of hismost churee orations
book on the resousees of the couniry, Losdes phamlets wero composed thus. as for instance, tho matchioss cha-
ansomg of the toprus of the day, and when the Edin-' rity scrmon from tho text, ** Blossed 1s ho that consid-
burghEacyclopodia was projocted, ho was invited to bo ereth the poor,”—a sormon ie. which the lino botwaen
a contnbator, and cngaged 1o furnuh the artinde genuine chanty, and ostentations alms-giving which so
** Chrstian 1), w!ich he ofierwards comploted with often usurps its place, 1s moro clearly marked than in
00 anuch ability  These supplemental nvocations any other composition with which we aro acquamted.
had nothing unproper i them, snd yot they wero not To mention the good onos would only by to gino a hst;
asual among the Dactor's profussional brethren, uho, there are degrees of oxcellonce; but we novor heard a
generally filled up the satcrvals of their tiae i visiting scrmion, or vven a remark of Cualmers, i which there
and conversations, but the event has shown that,mstoad was not some indication of gentus—somo touch of the
of thy mental activiy swhich Chalmers thuy kept up hand of a master.

bemng injurionx to the very highest thealogical powers, .
ll-eyglmfu been the cuel m&:ans of descloping thon, ’m‘iv:»h:h-;l;’:::g:ii;o:glz;:hlel:l;c‘l;df:(;t:,:I;nl:]otl,l') f::’:‘"'
And, though thoro bo not mucls morit 16 publishing a the church ono Sunday. The sernon is lhrgu lllout '25
P’°P"'-"~}¥ ufcr the evont, it was in those vory causes of oy nony'for temporance, and if we mistake nﬁt 1 was
want of wvillage popularily, that tho fricnds of D"'compo:od as a college oxorcise. The text was, o Look
(\-vll:é;:"l‘m P;:f:d"::,“’“ new hopes of the eminence 10 161 o the wine whon it is red in the cup; for it shall
3CR e W . bite ay a serpent and sting as an addor.*  The openi
Even then, he wus a most wonderful man. Alllife o ver glo‘:s'mg and gn%hic delineation of l(l,ne 223;’:5
and cnorgy, ho was here, there, and everywhere, both ons of bacchanalian wdulgonce; and it began with
bodily & mentally. Mathematics, botany, conchology, these words: * Thore 15 a |°“,,;° m brcghmn n
astrouomy, poutics, polizcal economy, theology, pole~. po progrcs; of inloxicalxon.e’ As 'woy wore mo;ing
uics,—he was at them all; and yet his most '“"’“""lnlong the churchyard path, the farmer said, ** I'm thick-

frionds hardly knew when hestudied.  Indeced the whole

of his proyress seemed moro hike the mspiration of hea.
ven, than that of any other man that we over know or
beard of. Bfcntion a new subject to lum, with which

ing the minizter and you have been taking a glass oxtea
last night; for be gi‘cs the #amo account that I myself
could have gi‘en filty times.”’

It was not in the nature of things that a man posses-

you had mado yourself famibiar, and a week afte- he,| |
would beat you wupon it; the cause secmed to bo this, sitg such talents could remam i concealment. The
ho did not plod over books, and become tho retatles of, people began to undorstand and rej:xh his sermons;
rocorded opimons.  :le thought lunisclf, s0! every one,s0me speeches that he made in the General Asscinbly
with whum Lo met thinking, and then gencralized the  sttracted the notice both of tho cfergy and tho Scottsh
wholo. We have often beep quite astonished at the barristers, many of whom aitended the annual convo-
quantity of information which we bad acquired durmy, cations of the kith i the capacity of ruling clders.
a few hours conversation with Chalmers, upon a aub.,From thesc and a number of other cizcumstances, the
ject of whuch nesthos of us kuew much at the outeot. ,POP“]M")’ of Dr. Chalmers was waung apace, when

A3 a fuend, his attachment and Jisintcrestednces, about the year 1811 a wovere and protracted malady
woro unbounded, but he had a great dislike to fonns,,lmd nearly put an end te all hislabora.  Hus constitution
and though le was very hospitable, lus frends very of-)aever had been of that confirmed stieagih which & mind
ten found bum with an'empty lardes.  One day three or of 80 restless energics would havo sequired; and proba-
four fricnds called on him; he was just solting out for,b:)' ho had exposed himself to fatiguo and the inclemency
. Ediburgh, but msisted on thewr diniug with mm,which of the weather, ina way which one, who thought less

1

ically fond of reading. so that when a little bo, in tho| was readily agreed 1..

himney-corner with his book, he got the namo of *(he | mia) who was the whole of his estublubment, hor or- 2voided. He was attacked by a ves

_inister," not from any viow of his future profossion, ' ders, they allset down to that combinauon of infurma.
ut from his delight being in Looks. At the saine time, tion and gle¢, which shortens time most, by xcually
‘6 war & most active and encrgetic boy, and wher, heiengthenuug it in Slcnsum and utliny. Dinner was
id onter into sports ho took the lead.” In very carly  soon announced, and two large covcied dishes, wih a
ife indeed that restless activity o 1nind, and that de-, smoaling plate of potatocs Letween, eppeared on the
ermination to ssizo and to master all subjects, oveh,table. * Gentlemen,™ said Chalmers, undor thu cover
he most coutrary,which has enabled him to do so mach jthere is hard fish from Dundee, and under that cover
ore than almost any otlier man of his :ime, were| there is hard fish frem St Andrew 's, take your choice.”
bundantly conspicuous. His progress at schoo! was, We have been at many and vanous feasts, but we
apid; he went early to college, and, wlile but a youth have scldom enjoyed an ovening like that o.e.
o did the duty of mathematical professor. Though: Somotimes thore was not oven hard fish, but sull
bovo tho averags, his attainments in classical litesa- ;thcro was a resource. Wao have scon John Bouthron's
.ure werc not very groat. Tho bent of his mind lay ¢ kail pot, broth, becf, ard all, bruught over to the
_ore towards subjects of which tho practical applica- manse—wo have holped to bringit. John was a re-
-ion was more obvious, He was a mathematiuian, a tired farmcr, a very plaa and a very pleassnt old man.
_stural philosopher, and, though therec was no rcgular: We mention these trauts n the chasactor of Dr.
professor of that science at St. Androws, a chonust. , Chalmers, as a most offeciual means of refuting and re-
About the closcof the last century ho was adoutted, provig those persons who mantain that formality of
to orders, and soon aficr went to assist the Rev. Dr. deportment s eseential to emunonce, more especially
<harteries, & vanerable and eminent proacher ncar the, to clerical onunence,—as if dulness wero the badgo of
border. Some years aftct this tho College of St. An-,utcllect. Hero was the most effoctive preacher that
drew's appointed him to the Church of Kilmeny, where, the age has produced. as innocent certamly, but at the
ke sot about the digcharge of his duties with grcatsamc time as playful as a child. Nor must it be sup-
cnergy; but he was not very popular at the outset.poscd that he was not the samo greai man and great
This agosc, in part, from the want of mental correspon. , preacher then as now. Even in his evary-day sermons
-0ce between the inbabitants of a eountry parsh and| which he called ** short-handers,” from their being
man of %0 wuch energy as their pastor, and parily ) winten m ahort hand on & shp of paper about doudle
-tom that very energy iteolf. He had the atmost du- {tho sizo of a playing card, there weso chamns of reason-
like of gossiping, cared not much for forms of rustic;ing, and bursta of imegination and feeling, which we
politenesw, and could not find half occupation for his;have seldom soen equalled, and vover exceiled. The‘)
time in his parochial labours, Accordingly, he took {were dons in no tume too; for sfler & morning’s

After giving old Effio (Euphe-,about hismind and more about his body, wouid have

sovers end obstin.
ato hiver complamt, for the tcmovai of which the ad-
ministration of e great deal of mercury became necen-
sul}. Tho dizesse was subdued, but hefore lus syatem
Lad iecosered tho suquisits tone, be resumed his laburs,
and having cxposed himself to cold, the diseass return-
ed with more invoteracy and ohsunacy than ever. So
alarming was tho relapse thiat lus physician bad to re-
sort to the buldest means of treatment, and what with
the discase, and what with the means of cure, ho pro-
serted for months a spectacle of physical esbausuon
which we believe that no man of weaker mind could
bave survived  In tue agony of pam, in the cxhaustion
of nature, and almost 1 the absence of hope, the firm-
ness and placidiny, nay the cheerfulness of his temper
nover forsook him; and when we hiave sat by the side of
hie bed ot hus couch, 1n that gloomy moed which steals
over one on such occasions, somo  bright saying, which
came but mn a half articulated winusper, nas compelled
u to Javgh, at the same t.me that the undiminished
force and lustre of his mind, amid & phymcal wieck s0
nearly 1otal, affording a very strong argument for mental
smmotialiy. We have seen Dz, Chalmers in many att-
todes, in ll);o glec of social enjoyment, in tho sublimity
of ncience, and in the ternble powes of a Christinn ora-
tos, but we are oot sure that we ever saw hiun more
truly in the character of a great man, than when, to ail
appearances, the scale of lifo was doubtful, and hus
(cicnds were trembling for his fate.  Since that Uime he
has come more before the world, and commanded ad-
auration from quarters which be then little thought of ,
but physically, he has never beca the same men;and



