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of engineering skill, which has raised to im-
perishable renown the- name;at Robert Ste-
phenson,  Tivery plate and piece of iron were
fabricated in Fugland under the direction of
his relative, Mi. G. R, Steplienson, and when
rent out, were fastened togetner an directed
in detriled instructivng,  1or theinfurmation
of some of vour readers, I extract the fullow-
ing from ¢ The Scigniific Annual” for 1860 :
“The Vietmia Bridge with its approaches is
anly about 60 yards short of twa miles, being
five and one-half times longer than the Bii-
1annia Bridge across the Menai Straits.  The
bridge proper consists of 24 spans of 242 feet
each and one in the centre of the 1iver,—itself
an immense biidge of 330 feet, ‘The spans
are approach=d by a causeway or eaeh sile ol
the river, cach terminating in an abutinent of
aolid measury, 240 feet loug and 90 feet wide.
The causeway from the north hauk is 1400
fect long and that from ‘the south bank 700
feet. T'he iron tubes, within which the road
vuns are G0 feet vhove the high water level of
the St. Lawrence amd the total weight of ivon
in the tubesis upwards of 100,000 wons,” 1
experienced a swange feeling creepiag aver
me, when dashing into this dark shaft, two
miles long, suspended 60 fect above the foam-
ing river, Surely man in these days is at-
tempting too much!  Apertures in the tube
at intervals upon each side alternately threw
into strange lgints the countenances of the
assengers and I confess without shame that
i_\vns very glad after an mtevval of 74 minutes
to bolt vut of darkuess into the Montreal sta-
tion.

. MO TREAL.

The appearance of this fine city.-has long
been admired by travellers, especially when
approached from the vight bank of the St
Lawrence, Itis situated upon an island 44,
miles long by ten broad, stiuated in the same
Jatitude with the harbour of Pictou. Tnis
tsland is said i point of fertility to b the
garden of Lower Canada,  The sitnation of
Moutreal, lovking. down from the slope of a
rather commanding hili (certainly aul ¢ mown-
tam) is favarable to health and beauty,  The
drainage and water sapply of the city oughy
to be comparatively easy. Tuis city haviag
been feunded and seuled by the Freuch about
200 years ago, sl presents many Frenob fea-
tures,  The adaixture of g foreign element
is evidenced in the style of jts buidings espe-
cially in the older parts of tie city.  As Bii-
tish enterprise gots the upperhand it will wo.
doubtedly sneep away every vestige of fewlal-
jsm that may at present retasd the progress of
the community.  There are many fine pualic
buildings i1 this commercial capital.  As for
Roman Catholic edifices, nunneties, monaste
ries, semiaaries, &2,, &z, there is no end of
them. I should think that there mast be an
hospiial for every ill that Roman Catholie
flesh ix heir to, and a reweat for every cluster
of drones that caoose to associnte themselves
f1z0 an aider, To me this was tie prgye-
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spot of Montreal. The enormous revenues.
of the priesthoed. enable them to carry out
all their sacerdotal plans and gratify their
silly vanity, by couverting the revenues ex~
torted from the industry and enerey of all
classes, hut espeetally the wealthy Protestant
merchants, into vast masses of stone and Hne,,
contributing uot to happness and improve-
ment, but to the perpetuation of dahuess and
fanaticism.  No stronger evidence can he
adduced of the buoraney and strength of those
elements, which. sustmin the prosperity and
advancement of this city, so highly fuvoured
by nnture, than the fuet, it suzh a set of
sponges have not sucked out its wholewmarrow,

T'here are mare splendid churches in Mon-
treal than in almost any city of tuis cuntinent,
St. Andrew's Chuieh (Dr. Mathesou's) is a
most spacious and substanzial” Gothie build-
ing, Insizeit is said o be 70 by G5 leet,
and to accommodate a thousand people. What
is better than stone and lime, the congrega-
tion is a very numerous and influential body,
The Episcopal eathedral was, to my taste, the
finest specimen of ecelesiastical architecture
in Montreal. Tt is 132 by 80 fezt, and ac-
commodates about 3000 people. ‘The area
inside 1s very extensive, and evervthing is got
up in the extreme church style. 1 could not
but think that much of all this saas a waste.
‘The cost of it would buiki 70 good churches
in Nova Scotia.  Tie most commauding and
massive building of all, is, however, the, fa-
mous Not:e Damre catiiedral—opened in 1829.
The two high squue toness, after the model
of the old edifice of NXotre Dame in Paris. are
the first objects that auract the eye of the
distant spectator. It is latended to arrest the
attention of the devout Cathuolic in every part
of the city and sugrounding reighbourhood,
and remind him of his fuith, while it proclaima
to all hetetical strangers that the power of
the ancient cimrch is still swayed over the
consciences of men in the new world as in the
old.  The chureh, is 255 hy 134 feet, and the
towers are 24) feet ia height. Ia the chureh,
my atteation was acrested by the apparent
devoutaess of the woishippers, who seemed
as if they coyld never stop wazing, kneeling,
crossing, and tihe endless number of pictures
and ennfessional boxes.

The view from the top of the towers of
Notre Idameis very impressive. Ona fine
day the eye rests on a seene of singylar beau-
ty and sublimity.  Haviag been in such situ-
ations Lefore on the highest spives on the
continent of Burope, I think T was in a posi-
tion to do full justice to its superiority to
most views of the hind.  Looking in a south-
eraly direction, oue could discern the green
hills of Vermant, risiag in the distance upon
the borders of vision, thdir verdant Ceclivities
furming a most beautiful contrast to the long
level plain dotted with shiving villages, and
streaked with the silver courses of fnnumera-
ble streams.  Beneath is the great St. Law-
ropgs, rolling wlong his mighty flood, as he




