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prospect. Excusing mi-self for thusE
brief and hurried notes,

1 am y ours truly,
Pictou, September. A. W. H

LEBSONS FOR NqOVEmBER

FIRST SABBATH.

SBJEicTr:-The ftg-trec wvithcred, Mark
Il: 12-12, 19 -24. Golden text, Luke 18--
7. ParalIel pasesage, Hom. 2, 4: 2nd Peter,
8, 9: Lutte 6, 46.

Ibis ie une of the ouly two miracles of our
Lord whicb have in tbemt an efement of
severity, and it in well to note that when ho
put forth his power to destruy, it was Dot ex-
erted against any buman Wein but, in the
once case, against a fig-tree, aud iii the other,
against a b erd of swine. In both cases, in -
deed, hie primary abject was purely benevol.
ent, as it was ta teach mankind solemn and
important truthe.

(.onsider tiret, the muyect of the miracle. A
fig..tree covered with leaves. Usually the
fruit of this tree appears betore the lbaves,
and as"I the tinte of fige "-that is, tbe time
of gathoring fige, was flot yet, the hangry
traveller hsd rossa» to expect that he would
find on it sone ripe fr-uit. Sino trees have
been made for the purpobe of de1ig1iting the
eye with their foliage; but the Laid hsd
made this tree to bear ruit, but whon he had
nead of it,- notwithstanding its pretentious
appearance, it failed to fuifil the end of its
heing

2nly.- The circumstancea aj the Saviour.
Jeans bad. nat partaken of any footd before
leaviug the bouse of Mattbew. Bis romain-
ing tinie was short, and hoe wisbed tu wark
while it wae day. It was cansidoredjinhe-
coming to take t he tiret meal bofore the hour
of the marning sacrifice, which was luine
o'clock; , ad ifle had waited till thon, he
would not have reached Joruisalein tili eloven.

3rdlv.- TAc sentence. Lot no fruit 1ýroW
on thes benceforward for ever. It was à ot ta
be blasted by ligbtning, or ta be consu ned
by Oire, or ta be plucked up by the route. Its
fauit was ta beconse its punisbaient. It was
ta o e eaIed up in its own barrennesa. AU
the agent les which had no Ion gfailed tu
matte it bear were now ta cesse their action.
The sun, the rain, and the su, were no
longer to exert tbeir life.eustaining power,
anadthe foliage which was oa usettil and so
decoptavo, was ta perish frai» ita branches.

4thly.- The xecsdw o!ci hentence. The
elemonta which had been cammisuioned ta
fit!i their MasteOra purpoja hd dons
tkeir work so speedily as ta excite the
aatoniéhmeut of the disciples. Whou they
went out ta Betbany in the eveuing. it was
probably tao dark for them ta observe tihe

bchange; but when they agail pas.qed by
next marning, tboy saw that the fig-troo was
withered fromn the mot up. The last vestige
of life had dsparted.

5thly.-2h6 kona taugAL One bv what
Jeau$ said, anather b y whst he bail doue.

The tiret wascalled farth by the feeling which,
predominated in the min da ta the Apaistles.
They wondered, not wby. but how, tbis
change wau brought about in the ig-tree.
He telle them that thsy muet have faltb and
that this would enable thomn even ta reinave
mounitains-not, prabably niaterial mun-
tains which it wauld nover be any adv-anta.çe
for tloin tu remave, but thoste mouintains of
sin sud unholief, which would obstruct the
progresa of Hia cause.

Tanus, wha have mare light than the
Apofties at this time enjoyed, the wander
wall be flot how4 but why, ho cursed the fier-
tree. WeV know that it was not doue in
anger, and tbat he could nt really bave been
disappoiuted wheu hoe came asud found no
fruit. He once spake a parable in wbich ho
represented tbe barren tres as being spa.red
for a sesson in the hope that it might become
fruitful. Now. hoe acts a parable, ta show
that the threatened destruction will surely
came. Wbat a striking emblem is the barren
tree, bath iu the spoken and in the acted
parable, of the barren professr, haviug, like
the tree, ail the appearance of vigorous life-
activoly participating, it mav ho, in ordinsry'
church business, perbape leading in devotinl
exorcises, or even high in officè-but flot hav-
iuig tha lova of God in his boaut, and bringing
forth no fruit unta holiness. The flrst teaches
th3 lang-euffering of God-the second shows
that it will not last for ever. How remark-
ably dons the fate of the tree point ont tho
way in which He wiIl deal witb professons
who bear Ilnothiing but leaves." .4e has
ta say ta bis spirit, Arise, lot us go bence";
the infihuences which have been so long resiat-
ed wull ulo langer aperate, snd the poor, for-.
saken soul. left ta ho the prey of its own
passions, will perish for ever. How solemu
the warnlng ta aIl who he&r the sound of the
gospel.

SECOND SABBATH.

SuBjzcr:- TA Two Commandmentx, Mark
12: 28--44. Parallel passage, Matt. 22: 34-
40. Golden toxt

The enemies of Christ tried ta, eutrap Him
in Hia talk, but witbout etuccess. Several
sncb attempta are recorded in this chapter.
lu verse lSth we read certain of the Pharîseest
and the Herodians were sent Ilta catch Him
lu His wards." In verse I8th we find tbat
the Sadducees tried ta puzzle Him canceruing
the doctrine of the Resurrection. In the
passage before us ia recorded a similar at-
tempt, but in this cas the q uestioning con-
cerned the relative value of the command-
mente.

V. 28.-Titis scribe belonged to the clasa
of the Pharisees, for Mattbew ays hoe was
"4a lawyer frai» among them," wbio acted as
their spokesman, when they made a second


