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, *THE CHURCH .'{'l‘ 1IOME.

‘ Parochial Associations.

. Tuthe act passed by the General Assem-
iy on 2d June 1831, appointing collections
r the Schemes of the Church, the follow-
g deliverance was given on the subject of

Parochial Associations :-—

“4The General Assembly hail with the
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bey-have receiyed, to the cffect thatin

ted: for raisin%
canes of the

n increase of means for the diffusion of the
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- persevering supplication aud prayer.”
Jtis to the Tarochinl Assuciations, in

port of the missionary enterprises in
ich she is.cngaged, that, with the Llessing
d, the Church of Scotland has chiefly
ok fo any great increase in the amount
he funds which arc aunually collected in
of her Schemes. Were these establish-
n every parish in Scotland, and contri-
8 taken—cxclusively.in small sums—
 the members of.every congregation,
o tho colloctions at the church doors
-not be diminished, the gross aount
o ead of the foancial year would be
y. ealarged. This is very obvious,

pr

history of the associations, so far as thcylit should be conferred within the Mmits of
have been already formed. The rule that-their own land, it will be matter with them
the very highest contributicn shall not exceed 'of fervent prayer to Gud, that the spiritual
1d. per-week, and that even smaller offerings happiness which they themselves enjuy may
will be gratefully accepted,—which is the be equally enjoyed by all their fllowmen,
regulation acted on in many of them,jand rhat the duy sy speedily ariive when
and which is applied equally to0 the rick as{the Gospel shall be preached to every
to the poor,—encourages many to give whatfcreature under heaven.

ighést gratification the informativn which;
4
pany parishes associations .have been iusti-|
funds in support of they
hurch, They regard such
goéiations as admirably.calcalated,. if con-4
péted on proper principles, not only tosccure)
'
ovledge. of the Gospel among those whoy
-unhappily still .ignorant of its blessed,
bhs;-but also to exert a mos beneficial in-)
enco on the Christian condition of all whoy
all ‘becomo associated for this important|
jeet. The General. Assembly, .thercfore,)
new their most carnest recommendation)
Parochial Associations.may be institut-|
in all.parishes in which they have not)
0 already éstablished; and they would
idlly press on the members of these As-
fations, the great importance of accom-|
. yiug all their cfforts for the advancomenty
he-Redecmer'’s kingdom, with fervent|

| from the natare of the thing, and the

little they can-spare, “who, from not being)  This i< incumbent upon all, i every coun
able to Lestow as much as they desire, would try to whora the Gospel hasbeen uiade huowu,
from a false fecling, have been othermiseiyhid by whom its truth and its authority arc
prevented from giving what they can. Theiprofessed ; but it is peculiarly incumbeat
circumstance, too, of being called upon iniypon those who have been Lorn and brought
private by the collectors, aud haviug wfor-iyp in our bighly-favoured lund, and who
mation g‘ommuuicatcd to t}xcm by means efihave been reared from their childhood in the
printed reports, and the Missivnary Record.ienjoyment of the privileges of vur National
on the subject of missious in geueral, 20d,Chureh.  As professivg disciphs of the
thc Sdlcmcs of the Church Ot Scotland i!l,Lord J(‘SHS, the ca]l is pco“undr]‘) ur-ovc“t ul,_
particular, tends much to create a Nission-jop them to do what they can to furiber the
ary spirit, and to increase their zeal m aiinterests of the Gospel of Christ—to exand
cause which to be supported, requires oniyithe knowledge cfit Loth at home and abread
to be understood.  The history, accordingly,) —and by their pecuniary aid, wud pursuier-
of these associations, short as the period ofying esertions, And fervent prayus, todu
their existence has been, coufirmns the truthywiat in them Yies that the glory of the latter
of these remarhs ; and we fiud, in the coursejdays muy be hastened ; and as wembers of°
of the preceding year, rural parishes sendin 212 distinet oongrvghtion formed wuder Clirist
upwards of £30 to the differeut Schemes of the Iead, opportunities are periodically pic-
the Church, which were accustomed to col-)sented to them in which their feclings, in
lect little more than atbird of that sum pre-jthis respect, may be inlulged.  From tine
vious to the establishment of the parochialito time does the Chureh of their fathers cull
association. What bas been done in oneifor their contributions in rupport of these
rural parish, may, with a minister and elder-Schemes which she has set agoing for the
ship iaterested in the cause of wissions, beladvancement of the Redeemer's Lingﬁom; and
done, more or Jess, and without any greatlit will be the desire of cvery one by whous
exertion, in every parisi in Scotland. Thelthe truth har been received in theleve of it,
great mass of the people need only-to havelthat the oppormitics which are thus pre-
the subject brought before them: to adwit)sented are ucproved by them aright—that
the obligation of giving.the widow's mite. |they give on their behalf as God may bave
There is, indced, an obligation laid wpon'prospered them—tlhat they read with inter-
all professing Christians to work together'est the Reports with which they may-te
with God, in-helping on the advancement of [furnished, of the dvings of Ilis missionary
that blessed day, when the knowledge of thelservants in preaching the Gospel to the hea.
Gospel shall be diffused throughout all thejthen—and that they may be fervent in their
carth., They who havc really felt the power!supplications ut a throne of grace, that the
of the truthin their own hearts, will be anxi-|efforts which are making for the moral and
ous, and will be active, to make it known to, religious improyement of their fellow-crea-
theit fellowmen. Instead of keeping it totures, both at home aund abroud, may be
themselves, or wishing that the knowledgo oficrowned with, 3 yich harvest of suceess.




