
the poor of Constantiniople, was held to, be perfectly valid (A us4en
vGrahiai, 8 M00. P-C.C- 493)- lIn 1838~, a man nanied Boys, a

clerk and bookkeeper, by his wîli lefi ail bis property ta a strauger,
and directed his executors to cause sorne of b ýs bowels to be con.
verted into fiddle strings, others to be subliined into smelling
saits, and the remaînder of his body to, be vitrified inta lenses for
optical purposes. This extraordinary will wvas upheld. (Vide
jMontkly Lave Magazine for 1838, P. 117.) b5ut sureiy the sanity
of this testàtor was, at least, apin to suspicion. Somne restraint
should certairily be placed on the arbitrary po\wer of dýsinheriting
those who have a natural claim on the testator. It is easy to
conceive a case where a father -might .-easonably punish a waorth-
Iess son by lenvinghiin merely the means of subsistence ; but the
law should De at liberty ta set aside wills which are inofficious, or,
to use a less technical word, unnatural. Nearly every code of
laws, except the English, has limnited the powers of testators in
this respect. In the laws of ancient Rome there was a foru of
procedure known as the qucrela inofficiosi testaiieitti, whereby
children or other persans who had without cause been excluded
brorn the testator's will could seek to set it aside, even though it
Nvas forrnally perfect. Even brothers and sisters af half-blood
wcre aliowed ta bring this suit by the lawso aiJustinian. Iltshould,
however, be mientioned that, if anything was left ta a person by
the \vill, he could not attack it as inofficiosin, but he had the right
to bring the action in spt;e(mlegitimnea, ta have that which
%vas leit to him nmade up, so as ta equal the fourth part of -%vhat
he would have taken ob intestato. The testator's power af dis.
position is greatly restrîcted iii France and Spain. In France, if
a nan at the tinie of his death has only one legitima 'te rhild, he
ctntdispose af more than a nîoiety af his goods; if he leaves

tw hiîdrn he can only dispose of a third; and if he leaves

three or four, he cari only dispose of a fourth. lIn Spain, lie wlîo
ha s a child, grandchild, or other descendant, can only wiil one.
fifth ta strangers. If he has n,) legitimate offspring he may
give ail ta his illegitimate children; ancl a woxnan may, in the
absence af legitmnate offspring, leave ail she dies possessed of
ta illegitirnate children, provided they are not the fruit of
adultery. The Italian law has sornewhat similar provisions. In
Turkey there is no power of making a wiIl, and the law disposes
of a mnanis property. 0f course, there is an exreption iii the case
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